
ENGLISH 3128
LITERATURE AND FANTASY

FALL 2008-09
Prof. Frances M. Bothwell del Toro

Course Catalog Description::

A study of the representation of the fantastic in literature.

THIS SEMESTER IN 3128:

We will focus on a historical approach featuring the various
major types of fantasy literature including myth, folk and
fairy tales, and the heroic quest.  We will read  mythic
narratives, fairy tales, a medieval romance of the Arthurian
cycle, and modern fantasy.  The course will trace the
development of some of the great fantasy themes and its
place in popular as well as high culture, and its role in
“serious” literature.

With recent films (Harry Potter; Lord of the Rings; The
Chronicles of Narnia and The Golden Compass) reviving
interest in fantasy, I have chosen several films to
complement the course.  We will vote on which of several
selections we will view, in addition to one of two which I
want particularly to show. 

Course Objectives:

By the end of the course, students will:
1. be able to discuss the uses of fairy tales, folklore, and myth in popular culture.
2. be able to discuss the uses of fantasy in literature and popular culture.
3. recognize how myth, folklore, fairy tales and fantasy are the product and means to create

social meaning, and understand the social, economic and cultural factors that contribute
to its creation.

4. be able to identify the ways that fantasy can be used as a form of resistance
5. know the history of the development of fantasy in literature
6. be able to identify some of the persistent themes in fantasy
7. appreciate the diversity of forms of fantastic literature and the role of the fantastic in

mainstream literature
8. be able to write essays on the subject of the course.
9. know how to do research on the subject using both bibliographical and electronic sources
10. develop a critical attitude toward literature and fantasy, and its many manifestations.

Evaluation of students for grade: Relative weight of grades will be: 3 essays, 25% each; class
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participation and oral report, 25% .

Los estudiantes que reciben servicios de Rehabilitación Vocacional deben comunicarse con el
profesor al inicio del semestre para planificar el acomodo razonable y equipo asistivo necesario
conforme a las recomedaciones de la Oficina de Asuntos Estudiantes.  También aquellos
estudiantes con necesidades especiales que requieren de algún tipo de asistencia o acomodo
deben comunicarse con el profesor. (Ley 51)

Texts:

1. The Classic Fairy Tales, ed. Maria Tatar. Norton Critical Editions
2. The Hobbit, J.R.R. Tolkien. Random House
3. The Last Unicorn, Peter S. Beagle. Penguin. 
4.. His Dark Materials Boxed Set: The Golden Compass, The Subtle

Knife, The Amber Spyglass. Philip Pullman. Paperback - Box Set. 
ISBN: 0440419514 . 2003.

Other materials will be distributed in class or posted on the Blackboard
internet website.

Some additional short stories and poems will be distributed in class.

Requirements: 

1. Students will be expected to attend classes regularly. Class attendance and participation
count as an exam grade. More than six absences assures that a student cannot receive an
A grade.  Each day a list will be circulated for you to sign.  Make certain that you do,
even if you are late.  NO CELL PHONES, I-PODS OR OTHER NOISE-MAKING
ELECTRONICS IN THE CLASS.  Please switch them off when you come into the
classroom.

2. Students will write short papers (3-5 pages long) on a choice of topics to be assigned. 
These papers will not be primarily research papers, but essays in which students develop
their own ideas and interpretations.  You are, however, expected to annotate properly any
sources you do use.  Plagiarism means an automatic F grade. If you have any doubt
about what constitutes plagiarism, please see me or ask in class. Annotation style
should be MLA (Modern Language Association).  The MLA Handbook can be found in
the Richardson Seminar Room, or you can buy a copy of your own.  If
you are an English major, the latter is strongly recommended.

4. Students will give an oral report (15 - 20 minutes or so) on a topic from
a list which I will circulate soon. Reports will be joint projects, but each
student is solely responsible for his or her grade. Other short
assignments may be given as well.

5. Students will be expected to keep up with the readings, look up words
and terms they don't understand, use dictionaries, and generally appear 



to be alert, intelligent human beings.  Should I find that I am alone in having read a text, a
reading quiz will be given as a corrective for your negligence.  You don’t like answering reading
quizzes, I hate making them up and correcting them.  Let’s avoid the whole thing by keeping up
with the readings.

6. Students should bring to class some sheets of “theme” or binder paper (8 ½ by 11"). 

7. I will show several videos and expect everyone to attend those sessions like a regular
class.  If you miss a video, you must make it up by watching it at home.  If extra movies
are scheduled for outside class time, students will earn extra credits for watching them.

The Video Connection

This course will be very enjoyable for all of you who enjoy cuddling up with a good fantasy in
your favorite easy chair.  We will discuss interesting stories, and we will watch several excellent
films.  I will provide a list of films to choose from for a film festival (Resource Center Screening
Room availability pending).  Times will be agreed upon as the most convenient for the majority
of the students within available time slots..  You will earn bonus points for attending the films
and writing comments about them on the Blackboard Discussion Board.  You may bring guests
to the films.

Internet Connection

Important primary and supplemental sources will be available through the UPR Blackboard site.

Blackboard is on:   http//:virtual.uprrp.edu  Search for the course number English3128 and my
name or by the course title, Literature and Fantasy. You must activate your account on
Blackboard if you have never used it in another class. Register in my course.  Extensive
bibliographies as well as very good links are available to you.  I will try to keep a number of
Reserve books in the Richardson Seminar Room, but users of the online site will have other
sources (which I cannot duplicate) for their use as well.  Discussion boards will enable you to
comment on the readings, films, etc, and will give you extra points for the class participation
component.  You can also suggest other links for the site.  

Office Hours

My name is Dr. Frances M. Bothwell del Toro, known as
Prof. Bothwell.  My office is in 
Pedreira 2A.  My office hours this semester will be: 
Tuesdays and 
Thursdays:  from 1:30-2:20.  Saturdays, from 12:30-2:00.  
If you need to see me and cannot come during my regular
hours, please make an appointment.

My email is fmbothwell@gmail.com  Try to reach me
through Blackboard, if possible. I am always willing to
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answer questions by email and check it nearly every day.  It might be the easiest way to reach
me.

Class schedule to follow.


