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Course Catalog Description:  Sixteenth-century poetry,

prose, drama (excluding Shakespeare), selected to

illustrate the cultural and intellectual impact of the

Renaissance in England.

This course will explore the literature of one of the richest

periods in English literature, including non-

Shakespearean drama, poetry and prose.  This is the time

of Shakespeare, but also of some of the greatest writers

in the English language.  Among the authors to be read

are Spencer, Sidney, Jonson,  Middleton, Marlowe,

Webster, Ford, Beaumont and Fletcher.  Some surprising

texts by women, usually ignored, will enrich our

understanding of the time in which Shakespeare lived and worked. Connections to the

historical events, the Renaissance in Europe, and the Reformation will figure largely in the

discussion of the period and the texts.

Objectives: The course will be a study of the various

forms of poetry, prose and drama that

accompanied the flowering of the

Renaissance in England.  By the end of the

semester, students will:

1. Have become familiar with and know the historical

background of the English Renaissance, the

Tudor and Stuart regimes and the socio-political

changes that created the climate for the literature

of the period..

2. Understand the philosophical underpinings of the

Renaissance and the Reformation, and their

lasting social, economic and literary effects.

3. Have read extensively in the poetry, prose and

drama of the period.Sir Philip Sydney



4. Be able to analyze poetry and drama from the Renaissance.

5. Be able to discuss themes, conventions, motifs, image types and patterns, as well as

formally dissect poetry.

6. Studied in depth several important works, and have carried out research on the subject

of at least one.

7. Become familiar with the most important sources, both conventional and electronic in

the research of the period.

8. Have written essays on subjects related to the course.

Texts (may vary): Most of the poetry will be found in

The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Vol 1 B.

The plays and other texts we will read will be from the

internet.  I will also place a paper copy in reserve in the

Seminar Room for those who wish to photocopy them

and a CD for those who want to download them to a

flash drive or their computer.

Kyd, Thomas.  The Spanish Tragedy. Gutenberg

Project. 

http://www.gutenberg.org/dirs/etext04/spatr10.txt

Redcrosse and the dragon

The Spanish Tragedy by Kid



More, Sir Thomas.  Utopia.  Gutenberg Project. 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/2130/2130.txt

Webster, John.  The Duchess of Malfi. Gutenberg

Project 

http://www.gutenberg.org/dirs/etext00/malfi10.txt

Spenser, Edmund.  The Faerie Queene.  Book 1.

Gutenberg Project 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/15272/15272-8.txt   

There are selections from the Faerie Queene in the

NAEL as well. Other selections may be distributed in

class.

Dekker, Thomas.  The Shoemaker’s Holiday. 

Bartelby.com http://www.bartleby.com/47/1/

Anonymous.  Arden of Faversham.  OXFORD TEXT

ARCHIVE

Evaluation of students for grade: Relative weight

of grades will be: 4 essays, 20% each; class participation and oral report, 20% or Relative

weight of grades will be: 3 essays, 20% each; class participation and oral report, 20%; final

exam, 20%..

Los estudiantes que reciben servicios de

Rehabilitación Vocacional deben comunicarse con

el profesor al inicio del semestre para planificar el

acomodo razonable y equipo asistivo necesario

conforme a las recomedaciones de la Oficina de

Asuntos Estudiantes.  También aquellos

estudiantes con necesidades especiales que

requieren de algún tipo de asistencia o acomodo

deben comunicarse con el profesor. (Ley 51)

Grading System  A, B, C, D, or F

Resources and Equipment Required:  A TV/VCR

or TV/DVD will be used for a number of class

sessions.

Teaching Strategies: Lecture 40%, and

discussion and class projects 40%, films 20%. (may

vary according to individual teachers)

There is a site on Blackboard.com, the UPR

version at http://virtual.uprrp.edu  which has copies

of the syllabus, course description, other

bibliographies and links to Internet sites. Recently it

Christopher Marlowe

Sir Walter Ralegh and his son



has not worked consistently so I will update you on other internet resources and see if I can

move the course to a differenet website.

CLASS TOPICS

I. England in transition: from the high middle ages to

the Renaissance: changes in political landscape and

culture.

A. The War of the Roses and its aftermath.  The

rise of the “new man” and the dismantling of

feudalism.

B. The accidental protestantism of Henry VIII.

C. Humanism and religion.

D. Stuart regime.  Transition to the baroque and

civil war.

(4.5 hours)

II. A flowering of the arts: poetry, prose and drama in

Elizabethan times.

A. Thomas More and Utopia.  Connection with

European humanism.  (4.5 hours)

B. English prosody: a comparative approach. (1.5

hours)

C. The lyric of the Renaissance

1. The sonnet: introduction, adaptation and acceptance: Petrarchean motifs,

English approaches.  The sonnet sequences of

Sidney, Spenser, Drayton and Shakespeare. (6

hours)

2. Songs and other lyric

poems.  Music in

Renaissance England. 

Wyatt, Henry VIII,

Campion and others.  (4.5

hours).

D.. Romance and symbolism: the

Faerie Queene.  (6 hours)

E. Elizabethan and Stuart Drama:

1. Comedy: Dekker,

Thomas.  The

Shoemaker’s Holiday.  (3

hours)

Jonson, Ben. 

Every Man in his Humour. (3 hours)

2. Tragedy and the revenge

play:  Kyd, Thomas.  The

Spanish Tragedy. .  (3

hours)

Marlowe,

Christopher,

Tamburlaine

Holbenin’s portrait of Henry VIII

Sir Thomas More, by Holbein



the Great, Parts 1 and II. .  (3 hours)

Anonymous.  Arden of Faversham. .  (3 hours)

Webster, John.  The Duchess of Malfi.  .  (3 hours)

Course requirements: 

1. Students will be expected to attend classes regularly, Class attendance and

participation count as an exam grade. Each day a list will be circulated for you to sign.

Make certain that you do, even if you are late. NOCELL PHONES OR OTHER

NOISE'MAKING ELECTRONICS IN THE CLASS. Please switch them off when you

come into the classroom.

 2. One final exam will be given, which

will be administered on the day of the

final. It will be primarily made up of

essay questions.

 3. Students will write three short papers

(3-5 pages long) on a choice of topics

to be assigned. These papers will not

be primarily research papers, but

essays in which students develop their

own ideas and interpretations. You

are, however, expected to annotate

properly any sources you do use.

Plagiarism means an automatic

Fgrade. Annotation style should be

MLA (Modern Language Association).

TheMLA Handbook can be found in

the Richardson Seminar Room, or you

can buy a copy of your own. If you are

an English major, the latter is strongly

recommended.

 4. Students will give an oral report (15 -

20 minutes or so) on a topic from a list

which I will circulate soon. Other short

assignments may be given as well.

 5. Students will be expected to keep up with the readings, look up words and terms they

don't understand, use dictionaries, and generally appear to be alert, intelligent human

beings. Should I find that I am alone in having read a text, a reading quiz will be given

as a corrective for your negligence. You don't like answering reading quizzes, I hate

making them up and correcting them. Let's avoid the whole thing by keeping up with

the readings.

Portrait of the young Elizabeth



 6. Students should bring to class some sheets of "theme" or binder paper (8 ½ by 11"). 

7.  I will show several videos and expect everyone to attend those sessions like a regular

class. If you miss a video, you must make it up by watching it at home.

Final exam: On the day assigned by the Registrar in the official calendar. All assignments and

papers must be in by that date or earlier. 

GRADES: Relative weight of grades will be: 3 essays, 20% each; class participation and oral

report, 20%; final exam, 20%.

Office Hours

My name is Dr. Frances M. Bothwell del Toro, known as Prof. Bothwell. My office is in 

Pedreira 2A. My office hours this semester will be on  Mondays and Wednesdays from 4:00 to

5:15 PM and Saturdays from noon to 2 PM or by appointment. .    If you cannot come during

my office hours and need to see me, please make an appointment.

 

My email is fmbothwell@gmail.com. I try to answer emails within two days of receiving it.  But if

I don´t, you should send a second copy.  

A number of Reserve books, articles and works will be placed, as needed, in the Richardson

Seminar Room, but users of the online site will have other sources (which I cannot duplicate)

for their use as well (if it works). Blackboard has become unstable recently, so I will try to find

an alternative to it.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

This bibliography is by no means complete.  It is meant to provide a starting point for your research.  It provides a

list of some of the materials available in the main library and in our own Richardson Seminar Room, or my reserve,

and focuses on very recent materials.  Some items you may have to access through interlibrary loan.  If you need

something from another institution, make sure that you order it with plenty of time.  The Interlibrary Loan office in

the library is very good, but has only a very limited staff, and books take up to six weeks to arrive. Articles may

come sooner. Many excellent books are available through such online booksellers as Barnes and Noble,

Amazon.cin, Abebooks, Scholar’s Bookshelf, and others,.  All provide excellent service, and several do not charge

shipping.  Local booksllers, especially Borders, have some good things for those who look.  If you are serious

about this period and Shakespeare, you might wish to start building your professional library.  I will provide some

books in my reserve.  Please take good care of them.  Some are brand new.

I strongly urge you to use the UPR’s online data banks, which can provide full text from many periodical

publications.  The web address is http://biblioteca.uprrp.edu/  Here you will find excellent sources such as

Jstor, Project Muse and the MLA Bibliography.  Explore the databanks, which can even be accessed from

home.

Bertram, Benjamin. The time is out of joint : skepticism in Shakespeare's England. Newark : U

of Delaware P, 2004. 



Biographical Index of English Drama Before 1660 .  http://shakespeareauthorship.com/bd/

Bowerbank, Sylvia Lorraine. Speaking for nature : women and ecologies of early modern

England. Baltimore : Johns Hopkins U P, 2004. 

Brown, Pamela Allen, and  Peter Parolin, eds. Women Players in England, 1500-1660: Beyond

the All-Male Stage.  London: Ashgate Publishing,Ltd., 2005.

Bushnell, Rebecca W., 1952. Green desire : imagining early modern English gardens.. Ithaca,

N.Y. : Cornell U P, 2003. 

The Cambridge history of early modern English literature. Edited by David Loewenstein and

Janel Mueller. Cambridge, UK ; New York : Cambridge University Press, 2002.

Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies. University of Toronto. http://www.crrs.ca/

Comensoli , Viviana and Anne Russell., eds.   Enacting Gender on the English Renaissance

Stage.  Urbana and Chicago: U of Illinois P, 1999.

Early Modern English Dictionaries Database. University of Toronto.

http://www.chass.utoronto.ca/english/emed/emedd.html

Escobedo, Andrew.  Nationalism and historical loss in Renaissance England : Foxe, Dee,

Spenser, Milton. Ithaca : Cornell University Press, 2004.

Gibson, Joy Leslie.  Squeaking Cleopatras: The Elizabethan Boy Player.  Stroud,

Gloucestershire: Sutton Publishing, 2000.

Gil, Daniel Juan. Before intimacy : Asocial Sexuality in Early Modern England. Minneapolis: U

of Minnesota P, c2006. 

Gillespie, Katharine. Domesticity and dissent in the seventeenth-century : English women

writers and the public sphere. Cambridge, UK ; New York : Cambridge U P, 2004. 

Greenblat, Stephen.  Renaissance Self-Fashioning.  Chicago: U of Chicago P, 2005.

Gurr, Andrew and Mariko Ichikawa.  Staging in Shakespeare’s Theatres.  Oxford: Oxford UP,

2000.

Jonson, Ben.  Every Man in his Humour. Gutenberg Project

http://www.gutenberg.org/dirs/etext04/emihh10a.txt

King, Thomas Alan. The gendering of men, 1600-1750. Madison : U of Wisconsin P, 2004. 

Literature, mapping, and the politics of space in early modern Britain / edited by Andrew

Gordon and Bernhard Klein. Cambridge, U.K. ; New York : Cambridge U P, 2001. 



Luminarium, Anthology of English Lirterature.  http://www.luminarium.org/ 

Manuscripts Catalogue.  The British Library.  http://molcat.bl.uk/msscat/INDEX.asp

Marlowe, Christopher, Tamburlaine the Great, Part 1.  Gutenberg Project. 

http://www.gutenberg.org/dirs/etext97/tmbn110.txt 

Marlowe, Christopher, Tamburlaine the Great, Part 2. Gutenberg Project.

http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/1094

 Montrose , Luois.  “Spenser and the Elizabethan Political Imaginary.” ELH,  69,. 4. (Winter,

2002), pp. 907-946.

More, Sir Thomas.  Utopia.   New York: Barnes and Noble, 2005.

The myth of Elizabeth.  Edited by Susan Doran and Thomas S. Freeman. Basingstoke,

Hampshire; New York : Palgrave Macmillan, 2003.

Neil, Michael.  Putting History to the Question: Power Politics and Society in English

Renaissance Drama.  New York: Columbia UP, 2000.  Seminar Room.

North, Marcy L. The anonymous Renaissance : cultures of discretion in Tudor-Stuart England.

Chicago: U of Chicago P, c2003.

Quilligan, Maureen, Incest and agency in Elizabeth's England. Philadelphia : U of Pennsylvania

P, 2005. 

Records of Early English Drama.   U of Toronto. http://www.chass.utoronto.ca/~reed/stage.html

Research Tools for Theater and Performance Studies.  U of California, Berkeley, Library.

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/doemoff/theater/sources.html

Ross, Charles Stanley. Elizabethan literature and the law of fraudulent conveyance : Sidney,

Spenser, and Shakespeare. Aldershot, Hants, England ; Burlington, VT : Ashgate Pub.

Co., c2003. 

Schoenfeldt, Michael Carl. Bodies and selves in early modern England : physiology and

inwardness in Spenser, Shakespeare, Herbert, and Milton. Cambridge; New York :

Cambridge U P, 1999. 

Semenza, Gregory M. Colón. Sport, politics, and literature in the English Renaissance. Newark

: University of Delaware Press ; London ; Cranbury, NJ : Associated University Presses,

c2003. 

Tyacke, Nicholas.  Aspects of English Protestantism c. 1530-1700.  Manchester and New York: 

Manchester UP, 2001.



Valbuena, Olga L., 1959. Subjects to the king's divorce : equivocation, infidelity, and resistance

in early modern England. Bloomington : Indiana University Press, c2003.

Wheeler, Richard P.” Deaths in the Family: The Loss of a Son and the Rise of Shakespearean

Comedy.”  Shakespeare Quarterly, Vol. 51, No. 2. (Summer, 2000), pp. 127-153.

http://biblioteca.uprrp.edu:2078/view/00373222/di014857/01p02094/1?searchUrl=http%

3a//www.jstor.org/search/BasicResults%3fhp%3d25%26so%3dNewestFirst%26si%3d51

%26Query%3drenaissance%2bsonnet&frame=noframe&currentResult=00373222%2bdi

014857%2b01p02094%2b10%2c000884&userID=8891ae32@upr.clu.edu/01cce440355

47a10ce9a0bf40&dpi=3&config=jstor


