
ENGLISH 4048
THE ARTHURIAN LEGEND IN LITERATURE AND POPULAR CULTURE

Fall 2009
                         Prof. Frances M. Bothwell del Toro

COURSE DESCRIPTION

A study of the origins of the
legend of King Arthur in
medieval Wales, England,
Ireland and France, tracing the
legend’s development,
transmission, and transformation
up to the 21   century in literaryst

texts and popular culture.  The
course will focus and the
development and adaptations of
the Arthurian materials from
their origin to modern
approaches and adaptations.  The
course will explore the power of
myth and legend, as well as
analyze the processes of
historical change, cultural
exchange, adaptation, and
appropriation.

OBJECTIVES:

By the end of the course, students will:

! understand the nature of legend
and be able to identify the key
moments it the development of
the Arthurian legend;

! know the facts and dates of the history of early Britian and the development of the
English nation (i.e. the Roman conquest, the fall of Rome, the history of the Germanic
and Scandinavian invasions, the development of England as a nation under King Alfred,
the Norman Conquest, etc.);

! know and be able to identify the details, characters, themes and motifs of the fictional
and legendary histories;

! understand the theoretical relationship between history and fiction (as well as myth,
folklore, etc.); 

! be able to discuss the power and functions of myths and cultural traditions across history;
! understand the relationship between “high” culture and popular culture;
! develop interdisciplinary analytical and research skills;



! become conversant in basic
semiotic theory and be able
to analyze the relationship
between text and image;

! be able to evaluate and
integrate historical and
critical sources;
develop their ability to
integrate technological
resources in their research
and writing; 

! become fully knowledgeable
about one of the most
enduring and entertaining
cycles of literature in
Western culture.

TEXTS

Most of the medieval texts as well as
some of those up to the 19  centuryth

are available online.  Additionally, a
CD with most of the texts will be
available in the Richardson Seminar
Room for you to borrow and either
copy the CD, download to a flash
drive or have the texts printed.  For
those who prefer to own copies in

books, these are some of them:

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, J.R.R. Tolkien, trans.  Ballantine Books.

Le Morte D’Arthur, Thomas Malory.  Norton Critical Ed. (Many, many editions of Morte are in
print.  I suggest you stick with good editions such as Oxford Classics or Penguin. Many of the
others are actually shorter and adaptations for children.)

Idylls of the King, Alfred Lord Tennyson.  Norton Critical Ed. or Penguin.

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court, Mark Twain.  Dover Thrift Editons.

The Once and Future King, T.H. White.  Ace.

A collection of other readings will be placed on reserve in the Richardson Seminar Room. 
Students are urged to photocopy the selections as soon as possible.  Some are for the earliest part
of the course.

Teaching Strategies

Lecture (50%) and Discussion (50%)



Los estudiantes que reciben servicios de
Rehabilitación Vocacional deben
comunicarse con el profesor al inicio del
semestre para planificar el acomodo
razonable y equipo asistivo necesario
conforme a las recomedaciones de la
Oficina de Asuntos Estudiantes. 
También aquellos estudiantes con
necesidades especiales que requieren de
algún tipo de asistencia o acomodo
deben comunicarse con el profesor. (Ley
51)

Grading System  A, B, C, D, or F.  

Course requirements: 

 1. Students will be expected to
attend classes regularly, Class
attendance and participation
count as an exam grade.  Each
day a list will be circulated for
you to sign.  Make certain that
you do, even if you are late.  NO
CELL PHONES OR OTHER
NOISE'MAKING
ELECTRONICS IN THE
CLASS. Please switch them off
when you come into the
classroom.iF YOU ARE USING
A LAPTOP, SWITCH OFF ANY
SOUNDS IT MIGHT MAKE.

 2. One final exam will be given,
which will be administered on
the day of the final. It will be
primarily made up of essay
questions.

3. Students will write three to four
short papers (3-5 pages long) on
a choice of topics to be assigned. 
These papers will not be
primarily research papers, but
essays in which students develop
their own ideas and
interpretations.  You are,
however, expected to annotate
properly any sources you do use. 
Plagiarism means an



automatic F grade.  Annotation style should be MLA (Modern Language
Association).  TheMLA Handbook can be found in the Richardson Seminar
Room, or you can buy a copy of your own.  If you are an English major, the latter
is strongly recommended.

 4. Students will give an oral report (15 - 20 minutes or so) on a topic from a list
which I will circulate soon. Other short assignments may be given as well.

 5. Students will be expected to keep up with the readings, look up words and terms
they
don't understand, use dictionaries, and generally appear to be alert, intelligent
human beings.  Should I find that I am alone in having read a text, a reading quiz
will be given as a corrective for your negligence.  You don't like answering
reading quizzes, I hate making them up and correcting them.  Let's avoid the
whole thing by keeping up with the readings.

 6. Students should bring to class some sheets of "theme" or binder paper (8 ½ by
11"). 

 7.  I will show several videos and expect everyone to attend those sessions like a
regular class.  If you miss a video, you must make it up by watching it at home.

 8. While I very rarely miss class, if something comes up I will let you know.  If I am
late, you must wait no less than 20 minutes.  A delegate can always go to my
office to check if I am delayed by a student.

Internet Connection

Many valuable materials are available on the internet and most of the readings can be
downloaded.  Only the modern works need to be acquired.  

Office Hours

My name is Dr. Frances M. Bothwell del Toro, known as
Prof. Bothwell.  My office is in Pedreira 2A.  My office
hours this semester will be Mondays from 2:30 to 4:15
PM
 I also come in on Saturdays and will be available to
students who need me from 12:30-3:00 PM   If you need
to see me and cannot come during my regular hours,
please make an appointment.
I am willing to attend most problems and consultations
through email.  My account is fmbothwell@gmail.com 

mailto:fmbothwell@gmail.com

