
ENGLISH 4055 
FILM AND/AS LITERATURE 

AUGUST 2003 
 
Catalog Description: A study of the close relationship between film and literature.  Examination 

of literary texts followed by viewing of screen versions and 
discussion of technique, differences between mediums, changes in 
the filmic interpretation and effectiveness.  Writers who are 
influenced by film or write screenplays will be included. 

 
Prerequisites:   One of the following:  English 3103-3104, or English 3011-3012, or level 

5 on English Department Placement Test, or advanced placement in 
English.  High level of fluency .  A second year of English literature 
courses strongly recommended. 

 
This semester we will explore a number of films adapted from 
literary texts (novels, plays) and films which are in themselves 
worthwhile texts of literary interest.  We will range from silent 
films to very recent releases and will discuss theories of 
adaptation while we discuss the films and the novels.  Students 
will read the novels or works, not merely view the films.  Some 
films may be assigned to be viewed outside the class, but these 
will always be films readily available from video places such as 
Blockbusters. 
 
Course requirements:  
 

1. Students will be expected to attend classes 
regularly, Class attendance and participation 
count as an exam grade.  Each day a list will be 
circulated for you to sign.  Make certain that you do, even if you are late.  NO 
BEEPERS OR CELL PHONES IN THE CLASS.  Please switch them off when 
you come into the classroom.  In case of an absence, you will be expected to make 
up the film viewing on your own time as well as to catch up with the discussion or 
assignments. 

 
2. One exam on the day of the final,  primarily made up of essay questions.  You will 

also prepare a short annotated bibliography on a film or author on film topic.  You 
may use the reserve materials for this purpose.  The film may or not be from 
among those viewed in class. 

 
 3. Students will write several shortpapers (3-5 pages long) on  topics to be assigned.  

These papers will not be primarily research papers, but essays in which students 
develop their own ideas and interpretations.  You are, however, expected to 
annotate properly any sources you do use.  Plagiarism means an automatic F 



grade. 
 

 4. Students are expected to participate actively in 
class discussion.  Short reports may be assigned, and panel 
discussions are a definite possibility. 
 
 5. Students will be expected to keep up with the 
readings, look up words and terms they don't understand, use 
dictionaries, and generally appear to be alert, intelligent human 
beings.  Should I find that I am alone in having read a text, a 
reading quiz will be given as a corrective for your negligence.  
You don’t like answering reading quizzes, I hate making them 
up and correcting them.  Let’s avoid the whole thing by keeping 
up with the readings.  Although this is a film course, it is 
also a literature course and reading is required. 
 
6.  Students should bring to class some sheets of 
“theme” or binder paper (8 ½ by 11").  For exams they will be 

expected to bring paper of this kind. 
 
7.  Some films may be assigned for viewing on your own.  You will be expected to 

watch them in a timely fashion.  If you miss a classroom viewing, you must 
present evidence of having watched it.  A receipt from the video rental is fine, or 
one from the library’s filmoteca or a note from the lab technician’s that you have 
come to them to see the film. 

 
8.  The course will be supplemented by a computer component on the UPR’s 

Blackboard website.  The Blackboard component will have postings of course 
documents such as bibliographies, assignments, and announcements.  Additional 
materials will be available through selected Internet links and students are invited 
to participate in the Discussion Board for reacting to films and texts.  All 
participation on Blackboard will earn class participation points. 

 
9.  Grades will be given for: class attendance and participation (15%), short papers 

(50%), annotated bibliography (15%) and final exam (20%).  Reports or panels 
will be part of the class participation grade. 

 
 
Office Hours 
 
My name is Dr. Frances M. Bothwell del Toro, known as Prof. Bothwell.  My office is in  
Pedreira 2A.  My office hours this semester will be on Tuesday and Thursdays from 4:00 to 5:20 
PM, and Wednesdays from 1:00 to 2:20 PM.  I come in to the Seminar Room on Saturdays, so 
you can see me there from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  If you need to see me and cannot come during 
my regular hours, please make an appointment.  My email address (and you can reach me 



through Blackboard as well) is fmbothwell@hotmail.com  Or tanchi@coqui.net  
 
 
Texts: 
  
 Jane Austen.  Emma. Signet 
 E.M. Forster.  A Room with a View. Penguin 
 William Shakespeare. King Lear. Signet 
 Edith Wharton.  The House of Mirth.   NAL 
 Virginia Woolf.   Orlando.  Basic 
 Dashiell Hammett.  The Maltese Falcon.  Random 
House. 
 
All these have been ordered through the University Bookstore.  
If they have not arrived, you can acquire most of them through 
Barnes and Noble (bn.com ), Amazon.com, Borders or other 
bookstores. If you order two items, BN gives free shipping to 
PR.   
 
 Also: 
 
 Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway. 
 Michael Cunningham III, The Hours. 
 William Shakespeare, King Lear. 
 
Other works will be assigned and several readings will be available for photocopying and will 
be required reading.  A reserve of books and articles will be placed in the Richardson Seminar 
Room.  There you will also find several books on film and literature that may be useful to you. 


