
Instructor: Professor Joan F. McMurray 
 
Course number:  INGL 3217 
 
Course title:  Drama 
 
Office Hours: 

MONDAY & WEDNESDAY, 10-11:15 AM, PED. 05 or by appointment 
e-mail: jmcmurr@rrpac.upr.clu.edu 

 
Course description:  
 English 3217 is an undergraduate course which aims to teach students 
how to read dramatic literature for understanding,  analysis, and evaluation.  
Students will study the plays listed below in order to become critical spectators 
and readers.Vocabulary work is important and students are encouraged to 
discuss topics and ask questions about any aspect of understanding in the class.   
For each play students should take notes on the elements of drama which lead to 
understanding.  Those elements are vocabulary (diction), references, characters, 
setting, story, plot, and style.  Keep notes on the elements in a special section of 
your notebook, and bring up questions or observations in class.  In the first class 
I will give you definitions of the elements. 
   

Students are required to attend class, prepare assignments as scheduled, 
and take all quizzes, tests, and examinations.  Unannounced quizzes will be 
given perhaps on a weekly basis and are a means of testing your understanding 
of the reading material.  If you find that certain topics, artistic forms, or readings 
passages are difficult or obscure, we can devote additional time in class to them.  
Grades will be determined by class participation, quizzes, and written  
examinations. Students missing three or more classes will have their grades 
lowered and should probably drop the class.   

 
 The professor is willing to make modifications necessary to comply with La 
Ley de Servicios Educativos Integrales para Personas con Impedimentos (Ley 
51 del 7 de junio de 1996).  These modifications may include changes in the 
physical facilities, creation of special materials, or revision of evaluation methods.  
The disabled student is required to identify his/her disability during the 
registration period or in the first class, and, after becoming familiar with the 
syllabus and course requirements, suggest the appropriate modifications to the 
professor. 

  
 Most assignments are from the following books or materials copied for the 
class.  However, do not make your purchase until after the first day of class.                  
  

mailto:jmcmurr@rrpac.upr.clu.edu


Texts: 
 
The Crucible: The Viking Critical Library by Arthur Miller.  Penguin Books 
1971.  ISBN 0-14-02-47726 
Modern Drama edited by Anthony Caputi.  W. W. Norton & Co., 1966.  SBN393-
09664-5 
Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary 10th or later edition.  ISBN 0-87779-
710-2 
Hamlet William Shakespeare.  Edited by Susanne L. Wofford.  Case Studies in 
Contemporary Criticism.  Bedford Books of St. Martin’s Press.  1994.  ISBN 0-
312-05544-7 
 
 
SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST 2003 
 
■AUG. 3—lst class 
■Week #1: 
Aug. 18—“Oedipus”   
Aug. 20—“Oedipus” 
■Week #2: 
Aug. 25—“Oedipus” 
Aug. 27—“Oedipus” on film  
■Week #3: 
Sept. 1—Labor Day 
Sept. 3— second version of  “Oedipus” on film; essay which compares the two 
versions 
■Week #4: 
Sept. 8—“The Wild Duck”  [copy on Internet] 
Sept. 10-“The Wild Duck” 
■Week #5: 
Sept. 15—“The Wild Duck” 
Sept. 17--film 
■Week #6: 
Sept. 22--—“The Wild Duck” 
Sept. 24—“A Doll House”  
■Week #7: 
Sept. 29—“A Doll House” 
Oct. 1—“A Doll House” 
■Week #8: 
Oct. 6—“A Doll House” 
Oct. 8— scenes from two film versions of  Ibsen’s “A Doll House” 
■Week #9: 
Oct. 13—Columbus Day 
Oct. 15—Midterm test 
■Week #10: 
Oct. 20—“The Crucible” 



Oct. 22—“The Crucible” 
■Week #11: 
Oct. 27--Film 
Oct. 29—“The Crucible” 
■Week #12: 
Nov. 3—“The Devil’s Disciple” [copy on Internet] 
Nov. 5—“The Devil’s Disciple” 
■Week #13: 
Nov. 10—“The Devil’s Disciple” 
Nov. 12—“The Devil’s Disciple” 
 ---GB Shaw:  “Pygmalion” 
■Week #14: 
Nov. 17--Royal Shakespeare Company, Tape #1:  Verse Speaking 
Nov. 19—Mel Gibson’s Hamlet 
■Week #15: 
Nov. 24—the three stories in Hamlet 
Nov. 26—Read a summary of Hamlet and/or the Spanish translation 
Nov. 27—Thanksgiving 
■Week #16: 
Dec. 1-- 
Dec. 3-- 
■Week #17: 
Dec. 8-- 
Dec. 10-- 
■Week #18: 
Dec. 15—last class 
  
18 weeks, 31 CLASSES: 
  


