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============================================================= 
Welcome to the English Academic Technology Bulletin. This monthly 
publication of the English list communicates basic information regarding the use 
of technology in the preparation and imparting of instruction. The English list is a 
closed, moderated list restricted to the staff of the English Department of the 
College of Humanities of the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras campus and 
other authorized users. If you are interested in subscribing to the English list or 
contributing content to the bulletin, please notify Alicia Pousada 
(apousada@earthlink.net), the list moderator. To post to the list, just Reply to this 
message. Remember that what you post will go to every subscriber. 
 
=========================================================== 
CONTENTS: 
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Newbie Corner (Sources for free e-mail accounts, Cookies: useful or 
dangerous?)  
Using Technology in the Classroom (Dr. B’s On-line Lessons and Resources, 
Chaucer, American authors web sites)  
Useful Web Sites (Blue Web’n, Merlot, Mark Twain and his times, Poetry 
Archives, Lewis Carroll’s Scrapbook On-line) 
Cyberhumor (Truly scary computer viruses) 
 
============================================================ 
 
Announcements 
 
The English Department web site now has a photo gallery showing different 
facets of our department.  To see this,  go to: 
http://humanidades.uprrp.edu/ingles.html  and click on Students and then English 
Department photo gallery.  There are currently four pages, and a fifth is being 
prepared. For more photos,  go to the personal pages of Prof. Bothwell, 
Shinabarger, and Weinraub.  If you would like to contribute photos, please send 
them in electronic form to Alicia Pousada (apousada@earthlink.net) or leave a 
hard copy for her to scan.  All originals will be returned unharmed. 
 
======================================== 
Newbie Corner 
 
Sources for free e-mail accounts 
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If you would like to have an additional web based e-mail account to use just for 
classes and communication with your students or while you’re traveling, try one 
of these: 
 
http://mail.yahoo.com 
 
https://registernet.passport.net/reg.srf?id=2&lc=1033&sl=1  (Hotmail and MSN 
Passport) 
 
http://www.altbox.org/freemail.htm 
 
http://www.free-mails.com 
 
http://www.walla.com 
 
======================================== 
Cookies: useful or dangerous? 
 
Cookies are messages transmitted by a web server to a web browser to keep 
track of your activity on a specific web site. The cookie information is stored on 
your hard drive, so when the browser is closed and reopened, the cookie 
information is still available.  
 
Web sites use cookies for different reasons: 
  

• To collect demographic information about you and your visits to a web site 
(e.g., your name, address, e-mail, age, how often you come to the site and 
how long you remain on the site, password, etc.).  

 
• To personalize your experience on the web site by recognizing you 

without your having to type in your password, by using your name in a 
greeting, by giving recommendations based on previous purchases, etc. 

  
• To monitor advertisements. Cookies  keep track of what ads you see and 

how often you see them. 
 
 

Cookies are not malicious programs (malware); they are merely text files that can 
be deleted at any time.  They can’t be used to spread viruses, and they can’t 
access your hard drive.  However, any personal information that you give to a 
web site, including credit card information, is stored in a cookie unless you have 
turned off the cookie feature in your browser. This information can thus present a 
threat to privacy if outsiders obtain access to the contents of your hard drive, 
either remotely (through a worm or Trojan) or directly through personal contact. 
Cookies also use up space on your hard drive which over time can be 
considerable, and they set you up to receive more ads and spam. 
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For this reason, it’s a good idea to keep tabs on just which cookies you have 
stored in your computer.  Using a program like AdSubtract or Norton System 
Works allows you to accept those cookies which are useful to you (cookies from 
trusted companies that you do regular business with) and bar those cookies from 
opportunistic companies that will deluge you with unwanted spam or pass on 
your spending patterns to other companies.   
 
 [Source: http://www.webopedia.com/DidYouKnow/Internet/2002/Cookies.asp ] 
 
======================================== 
Using Technology in the Classroom 
 
Dr. B’s On-line Lessons and Resources 
 
This website provides resources for integrating technology into the curriculum, 
including interdisciplinary, and intercultural lessons and guides linking Language 
Arts, Social Studies, Math, Science, Arts and Humanities. Study guides and 
activities incorporate video and the Internet as tools to assist in the learning 
process. Lessons follow the California Content Standards, but are easily 
adaptable to the standards of other states,  and the final  task projects provide 
evaluation rubrics. The site also includes research and writing guides for 
students as well as workshops and tutorials for teachers.  Go to:  
http://www.lausd.k12.ca.us/lausd/offices/di/Burleson/Lessons/index.html 
 
===================================================== 
 
Chaucer 
 
This site provides materials for Harvard University's Chaucer classes but is open 
to the general public as well. It presents a wide range of glossed Middle English 
texts and translations relevant to Chaucer's works, as well as selections from 
relevant works by other writers, critical articles, graphics, and general information 
on life in the Middle Ages. At present, the site concentrates on the Canterbury 
Tales, but the long term goal is to create a more general Chaucer page.  
  
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/index.html 
 
================================================== 
American authors web sites 
 [Source: Eduhound Weekly, Aug. 26, 2004] 
 
Here are some excellent sites dedicated to renowned American authors.  
 
Hawthorne: Bicentennial Exhibition @ the Phillips Library 
More than a hundred items including papers, rare books, artwork and other 
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objects. It is part of the programs and observances commemorating the 
bicentennial of the author’s birth in Salem on July 4, 1804. 
http://www.pem.org/library/hawthorne  
 
The Writings of Henry D. Thoreau 
Extensive site devoted to the writings, philosophy, and life of Henry David 
Thoreau.  Features accurate texts of his complete works, writings for publication,  
journal, correspondence, and other uncollected papers.  
http://www.thoreau.niu.edu  
 
Ralph Waldo Emerson Texts  
A selection of the writings of Ralph Waldo Emerson, American essayist, poet, 
and philosopher,  for searching and browsing. 
http://www.emersoncentral.com  
 
The Dickens Project 
The project (which originated at the University of California in 1981),  promotes 
the study and enjoyment of the life, times, and work of Charles Dickens. 
http://humwww.ucsc.edu/dickens 
 
 
Edgar Allan Poe Society of Baltimore 
Documents many items of historical importance concerning Edgar Allan Poe's life 
and work. 
http://www.eapoe.org  
 
F. Scott Fitzgerald Society  
Promotes Fitzgerald studies by offering a variety of materials to assist in the 
study and appreciation of Fitzgerald, his work, and his times. 
http://www.fitzgeraldsociety.org  
 
======================================= 
 
Useful Web Sites 
 
Blue Web’n 
 
Blue Web'n is an online library of more than 1,800 Internet sites categorized by 
subject, grade level, and format (tools, references, lessons, resources, tutorials, 
activities, projects). You can search by grade level, broad subject area, or 
specific sub-categories. Each week 5 new sites are added. Free weekly updates 
with e-mail alerts are available. Go to: http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/bluewebn  
 
================================================ 
 
Merlot 
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MERLOT is a free and open resource designed primarily for higher education. It 
provides links to online learning materials along with peer reviews and 
assignments. The public is welcome to browse the collection or search for 
materials. Members may add materials, comments and assignments to 
MERLOT. Membership is free and available by going to: 
http://www.merlot.org/Home.po 
 
=================================================== 
 
Mark Twain and his times 
 
This interpretive archive, based on the Barrett Collection, focuses on how "Mark 
Twain" and his works were created and defined, marketed and performed, 
reviewed and appreciated. The goal is to provide a contemporary look at Mark 
Twain and his era. Contained here are texts,  manuscripts, contemporary reviews 
, articles, images, and different kinds of interactive exhibits. "Sample This Site" 
provides a quick overview to get you started.  For  help in navigating the site, 
begin with "Piloting Lessons" in "About This Site." 
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/railton/index2.html 
 
===================================================== 
 
Poetry Archives 
The Poetry Archives are a collection of thousands of classical poems which are 
searchable by first-line, author, and title. Active discussion forums provide extra 
help with difficult searches. Poems requested by users are monitored and added 
if they aren't copyrighted. A printable version allows you to print your favorite 
poems in an uncluttered format. 
http://www.emule.com/poetry 
 
============================================== 
 
Lewis Carroll’s Scrapbook On-line 
Carroll collected about 130 scrapbook items between the years 1855 and 1872, 
during which he wrote "Alice's Adventures in Wonderland" and its sequel 
"Through the Looking-Glass."  The on-line scrapbook includes photos,  
illustrations, newspaper clippings, and handwritten annotations by the author. 
http://international.loc.gov/intldl/carrollhtml 
 
 
===================================================== 
 
Cyberhumor 
 
Truly scary computer viruses 



 6

 
Watch out for these scary new viruses - -Neither Symantec, Norton, nor McAfee 
have solutions as of yet!!! 
[sources: http://www.newton.dep.anl.gov/teachers/virusfun.htm  and 
http://politicalhumor.about.com/library/jokes/bljokeviruses.htm ] 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Politically Correct Virus: Never calls itself a "virus," but instead refers to itself as 
an "electronic microorganism." 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The George W. Bush Virus - Causes your computer to keep looking for viruses of 
mass destruction. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
The John Kerry Virus - Reverses every position in your computer, each time you 
turn it on. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
The Clinton Virus - Gives you a permanent Hard Drive with NO memory. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
The Lewinsky Virus - Sucks all the memory out of your computer, then e-mails 
everyone about  what it did. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
The Al Gore Virus - Causes your computer to just keep counting and re-counting. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The Bob Dole (a.k.a. Viagra) Virus - Makes a new hard drive out of an old floppy. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Dan Quayle virus 2: Their is sumthing rong with your compueter, ewe just can't 
figyour out watt. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Government Economist Virus: Nothing works, but all your diagnostic software 
says everything is fine. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The Mike Tyson Virus - Quits after two bytes. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The Prozac Virus - Totally screws up your RAM, but your processor doesn't care. 
 
================================================ 
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If you have friends that are interested in subscribing to this bulletin,  please have 
them contact us at: apousada@earthlink.net.  
 
 


