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============================================================= 
Welcome to the English Academic Technology Bulletin. This monthly 
publication of the English list communicates basic information regarding the use 
of technology in the preparation and imparting of instruction. The English list is a 
closed, moderated list restricted to the staff of the English Department of the 
College of Humanities of the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras campus and 
other authorized users. If you are interested in subscribing to the English list or 
contributing content to the bulletin, please notify Alicia Pousada 
(apousada@earthlink.net), the list moderator. To post to the list, just Reply to this 
message. Remember that what you post will go to every subscriber. 
 
=========================================================== 
CONTENTS: 
 
Announcements (New computers) 
Newbie corner (What is an IP address? What are “synchronous” and 
“asynchronous” learning?  Why are there so many viruses and worms for 
Windows and so few for Macs? Is it OK to surf the Internet while downloading 
programs?) 
Using technology in the classroom (E-learning quotations, Readings on e-
learning, E-texts for the asking) 
Windows tips  
Mac Nuggets  
Computer lingo (The @ sign) 
Useful Internet services (Trace Your Notebook, CDCheck, Linguistic databases) 
Cyberhumor (The computer at Stonehenge,  The great writer, Computer 
keyboard symbols as poetry, Computer haiku) 
 
======================================================== 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Our new computers have arrived in the English Resource Center and will shortly 
be wired for Internet access and internal networking.  They are a critical part of 
Phase 1 of our lab renovation and will be utilized for the Conversational English 
labs (Connect with English and Tell Me More series). The Academic 
Technology Committee is now in the process of finalizing the proposal for Phase 
2 which will update the Screening Room, Graduate Student Lounge, and 
Computer Room.   
 
======================================================= 
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NEWBIE CORNER 
 
What is an IP address? 
 
You may have noticed when you surf the Internet that addresses sometimes 
appear as numbers rather than words.  You may also have noticed, when you set 
up your Internet service, that your computer was assigned an IP address which 
consisted of a bunch of numbers.  Just what are these numbers and how do they 
work?  
 
An IP address is an identifier for a computer on a TCP/IP network. TCP/IP stands 
for Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol which is a suite of 
communications protocols (or rules for data format) used to connect  computers 
on the Internet. TCP/IP is pretty much the standard today for transmitting data 
over networks. Networks using the TCP/IP protocol route messages based on 
the IP address of the destination.  
 
An IP address is a 32-bit numeric sequence written as four numbers separated 
by periods. Each number can be zero to 255. For example, the IP address of 
Google is 216.239.59.147 in the United States. [If you’re curious about IP 
addresses,  go to: http://www.hcidata.co.uk/host2ip.htm which has a tool that 
converts domain names to IP addresses or vice versa.] 
 
Within an isolated network, you can assign IP addresses at random as long as 
each one is unique. However, connecting a private network to the Internet 
requires using registered IP addresses (called Internet addresses) to avoid 
duplicates. The number of unassigned Internet addresses is running out, so a 
new scheme called CIDR is gradually being phased in. 
 
When you type in a domain, such as www.pcmag.com, the browser contacts a 
central server on the web (or proxy server) to look up the real address. The 
browser then uses the address to retrieve the page, and display it. Every site on 
the web has a real IP address that users can find (unless it's private). The central 
look up server is called a DNS (Domain Name Services) server, and its job is to 
look up a domain and return an IP address. There are also reverse DNS systems 
which can tell you the domain name for a given IP address. 
 
IP spoofing is a new technique used to gain unauthorized access to computers, 
whereby the intruder sends messages to a computer with an IP address 
indicating that the message is coming from a trusted host. To engage in IP 
spoofing, a hacker uses various techniques to locate an IP address of a trusted 
host and then alters the headers of the data packets to make it appear that the 
packets are coming from that host.  
 
Newer routers and firewall arrangements can offer protection against IP spoofing. 
Users can also help themselves by looking carefully at the URLs in the address 
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bar of their browser and making sure that there hasn’t been a change to another 
domain.  They can also go to the secure pages of their favorite web sites 
(generally identified by:  https:// ) which are encrypted.  

======================================================== 

What are “synchronous” and “asynchronous” learning? 

Synchronous learning refers to interacting with an instructor on-line in real time. 
Asynchronous learning is done at the student’s own time without live interaction 
with the instructor. 

Synchronous education involves geographically distant students accessing the 
same web site at the same time as an instructor. The instructor  "broadcasts" to 
the students via a slideshow or live video presentation. Students can ask 
questions or provide comments through a  phone line or chat window. 
Synchronous training is most popular in continuing education programs or 
college distance learning programs (cf. UPR’s distance learning program). It 
should be noted that chats among students organized by an instructor for 
pedagogical purposes but without that instructor’s actual presence are also forms 
of synchronous instruction (cf. the bilingual chats between our Intensive 
Conversational English students and the Intermediate Conversational Spanish 
students of the State University of North Carolina). 

Asynchronous e-learning is more common because it is more flexible and 
students do not need to schedule their time around the instructor’s 
predetermined plan. It comes in two forms, facilitated and self-paced.   

In facilitated asynchronous training (cf. Blackboard), the instructor posts 
assignments on a web page, which includes on-line readings or Internet 
research. Students communicate with each other through on-line bulletin boards 
and submit their homework to the instructor via e-mail. An advantage is that 
students have considerable peer interaction, and can receive personalized 
attention and direction from the instructor. The disadvantage is that it tends to 
involve only text, although other media could be utilized. It should be noted that 
time is still a concern because the instructor needs to grade homework, so each 
assignment has a time limit, generally one week. 

Self-paced instruction is imparted via instructional material that students can 
access and complete via the Web independently, typically guided tutorials, 
discovery learning simulations, and assessment exercises. Most are text-heavy, 
but more technologically advanced instructional programs simulate a multimedia 
CD-ROM. 

[Source: http://www.e-learningguru.com/articles/art1_7.htm] 
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====================================================== 

Why are there so many viruses for Windows and so few for Macs? 
 

Windows is on approximately 95% of all the computers in the world, while only 
about 5% are Macs or PCs running Linux, UNIX, Solaris, or some other operating 
system. Hackers who seek fame and press stand a better chance of getting 
headlines if they infect the largest group possible.  If 95% of all the computers in 
the world were Macs, then hackers would write more worms/viruses for them. 
Sometimes it’s better to be small and not attract attention. 

========================================================== 
Is it safe to buy cheap OEM programs on the Internet? 
 
OEM stands for Original Equipment Manufacturer. OEM programs are the CD-
ROMs included with a new computer, like Windows XP, Norton Anti-Virus, 
Microsoft Word, etc. Computer resellers make arrangements with the producers 
of the programs to package the programs with certain configurations of 
hardware. When you buy a new computer, you get these programs included in 
the sales price, but you probably get just a CD (if that) with no retail packaging or 
printed manual.  Legally-speaking, the OEM programs are only supposed to be 
sold along with a new computer or other hardware; however, many have entered 
the grey market and are readily available via the Internet.   
 
OEM prices are very low and tempting, but buyer beware! Most OEM software is 
not licensed for retail sale, and you run the risk of being subject to legal penalties 
for using illegal software. Sometimes the programs are truncated or corrupted 
and will not function correctly.  It’s very likely that you won’t be able to register 
the programs and obtain technical support. Also, this type of software is typically 
sold by untrustworthy fly-by-night companies who really should not have access 
to your credit card numbers. Prices that seem too good to be true probably are. 
Your best bet is to stay away from these “deals.”  A better source of cheap but 
reliable software is via academic pricing sites like www.academicsuperstore.com,  
www.educationalresources.com, or www.journeyed.com . 
 
=========================================================== 
Is it ok to surf the Internet while  downloading programs? 

This will depend on the bandwidth that you’re using. Bandwidth refers to the 
range of frequencies, expressed in kilobits per second (kbs), that can pass over a 
given data transmission channel within a network. The greater the bandwidth, the 
more information can be sent in a given amount of time. A full page of English 
text is about 16,000 bits. A 56Kbs modem can easily move 16,000 bits in less 
than one second. In short, the more bandwidth, the faster data can move and the 
faster your connection. 



 5

So if you have a fast connection, you can probably surf to your heart’s content 
while downloading several programs;  however, you may notice a slow up in the 
download process if you have too many downloads going simultaneously.  The 
best thing is to keep an eye on the progress of your downloads and cut back if 
things are dragging too slowly. 

[Source: http://thundercloud.net/infoave] 
 
========================================================= 
USING TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM 
 
E-learning quotations 
Here are some very interesting quotations on learning and e-learning that bear 
pondering.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
"Learning is not compulsory ... neither is survival." 
 
--W. Edwards Derning, MIT management expert who wrote extensively on 
economic ethics and motivation 
………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
"People love to learn but hate to be taught" 
 
--Michael Yacobian, internationally renowned e-learning trainer 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
"The best learning happens in real life with real problems and real people and not 
in classrooms." 
 
--Charles Handy, social philosopher, management expert, radio personality 
……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
"You can't teach people everything they need to know. The best you can do is 
position them where they can find what they need to know when they need to 
know it."  
 
--Seymour Papert, MIT mathematician and pioneer in Artificial Intelligence 
…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
"It's what we think we know already that keeps us from learning." 
 
--Claude Bernard, French physiologist (1813-1878) 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
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"The illiterate of the 21st century will not be those who cannot read and write, but 
those who cannot learn, unlearn and relearn." 
 
--Alvin Toffler, author of Future Shock and other futuristic books 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
"Online learning is not the next big thing, it is the now big thing." 
 
--Donna J Abernathy, Training and Development Editor, 1999 
 
[Source: http://www.e-learningcentre.co.uk/eclipse/Resources/quotations.htm ] 
 
======================================================== 
 
Readings on e-learning 
 
Here are several articles on e-learning which may prove beneficial in expanding 
your horizons regarding the use of technology in the classroom: 
 
“Benefits and drawbacks of e-learning” 
http://www.e-learningguru.com/articles/art1_3.htm 
 
“10 tips for successful on-line learning” 
http://www.e-learningguru.com/articles/10_tips.pdf 
 
“Skinning cats: More than one mode for e-learning” 
http://www.e-learningguru.com/articles/art1_2.htm 
 
================================================== 
 
E-texts for the asking 
 
http://classics.mit.edu/ 
Students can read many old Classics from The Odyssey to Plato's Apology and 
find history on Tacitus and others. 
 
http://peoplescom.net/~winnco/masters 
Complete texts of classic works of Dickens, Poe, Hawthorne, Twain, 
Shakespeare, etc. free to be downloaded. 
 
=================================================== 
WINDOWS TIPS 
 
--In any application to select or highlight a word double-click within the word, 
triple-click and the whole paragraph is selected. 
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-- To see all the recipients in the BCC (Blind Carbon Copy) field of Outlook or 
Outlook Express e-mail you have sent, go to your Sent folder and right click on 
the email you want to check. Click on Properties �Details, and you will be able 
to see who you sent a BCC (Blind Carbon Copy) to. The recipients will not be 
able to do the same, since  the feature only shows on the originating computer. 
 
-- Windows Media Player finds information for you when you play a CD (e.g. 
song titles and album art): however, it also identifies your copy of Media Player to 
the site where it's getting the data. Supposedly this monitoring by the server is in 
order “to make adjustments to increase the playback quality and to alert you 
about events that occur when receiving streams over the Internet." If you do not 
like the idea of Windows Media Player conversing with distant servers about your 
computer, click Tools� Options �Player. Turn off the option that says "Allow 
Internet sites to uniquely identify your player?” . 
 
-- To close multiple windows (all versions of Windows), hold down the Shift key 
as you click the X caption button in the upper-right corner of the last window 
opened. 
  
--If you’re not fond of the space-hogging Windows XP Start menu, you can easily 
switch to the Windows Classic Start menu  by right–clicking the Start button and 
then clicking Properties. Click Classic Start menu, and then hit Customize to  
select the items you want to display on the Start menu.  This move also adds the 
highly useful My Documents, My Computer, My Network Places, and Internet 
Explorer icons to your desktop. 
 
--You can do the same to the rest of your XP interface if you prefer the Classic 
interface. Just right-click on your desktop, and then click Properties. Click the 
Appearance tab. On the Windows and Buttons menu, select Windows Classic. 
Click OK, and you’ll feel like you’re back in Windows 98 but with the advantages 
and new advances of Windows XP. 
 
=========================================================== 
 
MACNUGGETS 
 
-- Command/Clicking the folder name at the top of the Finder window will show the 
entire path to that folder from the root of your hard drive. You can scroll down that list to 
jump back into the directory tree quickly. 
 
-- Selected file(s) will immediately move to the Trash if you hit Shift/Command/Delete. To 
empty the trash without receiving the warning that usually follows the Empty Trash 
command, press Option/Shift/ Command/Delete. 
 
-- To Open System Preferences Fast without going up to the Apple Menu and 
choosing System Preferences, hold down the Option key and hit one of the 
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volume keys on your keyboard (mute, volume up, or volume down ). This brings 
up System Preferences immediately. 
 
--Before and after Installing OS X updates, repair permissions. Open Disk Utility, 
choose your hard disk from the list at the left, and then click Repair Disk Permissions. 
This will help you avoid many common update problems. 
 
--If OS X is starting to act strange, and you think you should reboot the computer, 
but you don’t have time for a complete restart, just go to the Apple menu and 
choose Log out and then log back in. This serves to “cleanse” the system and 
often resolves incipient problems.   
 
====================================================== 
COMPUTER LINGO 
 
The @ sign 
 
In 1972, the first electronic message was sent on a teletype device by Ray 
Tomlinson using the @ symbol to indicate the location of the recipient. Tomlinson 
chose the symbol because it was not part of anyone's name and also because in 
English it represented the word "at," a preposition of location. 
 
The symbol had been in use on typewriter keyboards since the 1880s; however, 
some linguists maintain that it dates back to the 6th or 7th century  Latin scribes 
who adapted the symbol from the Latin word ad, meaning at, to or toward,  
creating a ligature by extending the upstroke of the letter "d" and curving it over 
the "a." Other linguists feel that the @ sign is an 18th century commercial symbol 
used to indicate price per unit, as in 2 chickens @ 10 pence. Still another theory 
comes from Giorgio Stabile, professor at La Sapienza University in Italy, who 
discovered 14th-century documents clearly marked with the @ sign to indicate a 
measure of quantity - the amphora, meaning jar.  
 
Although in English and Cantonese @ is referred to as the "at sign," other 
countries have different terms to refer to it based on its appearance. Among 
these are: 
 
aapstert, apestaart, Affenschwanz (monkey's tail) in Afrikaans, Dutch, and 
German, respectively 
arobase or a commercial (business ‘a’) in French 
arroba, arrova  in Spanish and Portuguese, Catalán 
atto maaku (‘at’ mark, integrated loanword borrowed from English) in Japanese  
chiocciola ( snail) in Italian  
fi (‘at’) in Arabic 
kommercheskoe (commercial ‘a’) or  sobachka (little dog) in Russian 
kukac (worm or maggot) in Hungarian 
kulak (ear) in Turkish 
lao shu-hao (mouse sign) in Mandarin Chinese 
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papaki (little duck) in Greek 
shablul (snail) in Hebrew 
snabel-a (‘a’ with an elephant's trunk) in Swedish 
zavinac (pickled herring) in Czech 
 
 [Source: 
http://www.webopedia.com/DidYouKnow/Internet/2002/HistoryofAtSign.asp] 
========================================================= 
 
USEFUL INTERNET SERVICES 
 
Trace Your Notebook  
 
Absolute Software recently announced Computrace Personal, a service designed 
to help you track down an AWOL notebook. The service works through a 
software agent that regularly communicates, in stealth mode, your portable's 
location to a centralized server when it's connected to the Internet. If your 
notebook is stolen, Absolute Software's recovery team works with local law-
enforcement agencies to get it back, according to the company.  Absolute's 
service is backed by a  guarantee: The company pays $1000 for any notebook 
not recovered within 30 days of its reported disappearance. The service costs 
$120 for three years.  
 
Details: http://pcwnl.pcworld.com/t/228848/7281675/755326/0 
  

=========================================================== 
 

CDCheck 3.0.1 
 
This free utility detects and recovers damaged files on CD-ROMs. You can 
discover which files on your CD are corrupted. You can also use the program 
proactively, to insure that your data on CD-ROMs are safe. In addition to CD-
ROMs, the program can be used with other local or removable media, such as 
disk drives, floppy disks, and Zip drives. Download at:   
 
http://pcwnl.pcworld.com/t/229877/8828903/538385/0 
 

===================================================== 
 
Linguistic databases 
 
Graduate students or professors doing research in linguistics may be interested 
in some of the following databases accessible on-line. 
 
CHILDES database : [word-list generated from the corpora of parent-child and 
child-child interactions]  http://childes.psy.cmu.edu/data 
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MRC Psycholinguistic Database (brought to my attention by Clifton Armstrong) 
This database dictionary is actually a combination of numerous data bases and 
includes not only syntactic information but also psychological data for each item 
In its present form, it does not provide any semantic information. Its original 
purpose was to help psycholinguists select stimuli for use in testing; however, it 
is now being used by researchers in Artificial Intelligence as a source of 
information on natural language processing and cognitive simulation and by 
computer scientists for the design of text processors.  
 
Access at: http://www.psych.rl.ac.uk/MRC_Psych_Db.html  (Oxfordshire) or 
  
http://www.ling.ed.ac.uk/facilities/help/mrc (Edinburgh) 
  
It’s also available through the Oxford Text Archive  [ http://ota.ahds.ac.uk ] and 
the Psychology Department of the University of Western Australia at:  
 
http://www.psy.uwa.edu.au/MRCDataBase/uwa_mrc.htm  
 
 
Databases on lexical morphology 
 
A searchable bibliographic data base of more than 7600 entries on lexical 
morphology prepared by Prof. Sergio Scalise, Linguistica Generale, Dipartimento 
di Lingue, Via Cartoleria 5 - 40126 Bologna can be accessed at: 
http://morbo.lingue.unibo.it .  This page also offers access to MORBOCOMP, a 
research database on compounding in 7 languages (still under construction) 
which can be accessed on-line free of charge. Go to: 
http://morbo.lingue.unibo.it/morbocomp/index.php . 
 
 
=============================== 
 
CYBERHUMOR 
   
The computer at Stonehenge  
 
Strange things are done to be number one 
In selling the computer 
IBM has their stratagem 
Which steadily grows acuter, 
And Honeywell competes like Hell, 
But the story's missing link 
Is the system old at Stonehenge sold 
By the firm of Druids, Inc. 
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The Druids were entrepreneurs, 
And they built a granite box 
It tracked the moon, warned of monsoons, 
And forecast the equinox 
Their price was right, their future bright, 
The prototype was sold; 
From Stonehenge site their bits and byte 
Would ship for Celtic gold. 
 
The movers came to crate the frame; 
It weighed a million ton! 
The traffic folk thought it a joke 
(the wagon wheels just spun); 
"They'll nay sell that," the foreman spat, 
"Just leave the wild weeds grow; 
It's Druid-kind, over-designed, 
And belly up they'll go.'' 
 
The man spoke true, and thus to you 
A warning from the ages; 
Your stock will slip if you can't ship 
What's in your brochure's pages. 
See if it sells without the bells 
And strings that ring and quiver; 
Druid repute went down the chute 
Because they couldn't deliver. 
 
[Source: http://www.netfunny.com/rhf/jokes/87/14917.24.html ] 
================================== 
 
The great writer 
There was once a young man who, in his youth, professed his desire to become 
a great writer. When asked to define "great" he said, "I want to write stuff that the 
whole world will read, stuff that people will react to on a truly emotional level, stuff 
that will make them scream, cry, howl in pain and anger!" 
 
After many years of intensive study, the young man achieved his goal. He now 
works for Microsoft, writing error messages. 
 
[Source: http://www.coolfunnyjokes.com/Funny-Jokes/Computer-Jokes/Great-
Writer.html ] 
 
========================================== 
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Computer keyboard symbols as poetry 
The following poem appeared recently in INFOCUS magazine. The original 
authors were Fred Bremmer and Steve Kroese of Calvin College & Seminary of 
Grand Rapids, MI.   
 
A poll conducted among INFOCUS readers had established "waka" as the proper 
pronunciation for the angle-bracket characters < and >.  The text of the poem 
follows:              
                                                                          
< >!*''#                                                          
    
^" $̀$-                                                           
    
!*=@$_                                                           
    
%*< >~#4  
    
 &[ ]../                                                           
 
 | {,,SYSTEM HALTED                                                                                                                    
 
The poem can only be appreciated by reading it aloud, to wit:             
                                                                          
Waka waka bang splat tick tick hash,                                      
Caret quote back-tick dollar dollar dash,                                 
Bang splat equal at dollar under-score,                                   
Percent splat waka waka tilde number four,                                
Ampersand bracket bracket dot dot slash,                                  
Vertical-bar curly-bracket comma comma CRASH.   
======================================================= 
 
Computer haiku by SHEILAK5 
 
 
Chaos reigns within 
Reflect, repent and reboot 
Order shall return  
 
[Source: http://windows.about.com/library/fun/blhaiku018.htm ] 
 
=============================================================  
If you enjoyed this issue of the English Academic Technology Bulletin and want 
to subscribe,  please contact us at:  apousada@earthlink.net.  
 


