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Welcome to the English Academic Technology Bulletin. This monthly 
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of technology in the preparation and imparting of instruction. The English list is a 
closed, moderated list restricted to the staff of the English Department of the 
College of Humanities of the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras campus and 
other authorized users. If you are interested in subscribing to the English list or 
contributing content to the bulletin, please notify Alicia Pousada 
(apousada@earthlink.net), the list moderator. To post to the list, just Reply to this 
message. Remember that what you post will go to every subscriber. 
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======================= 
 
Announcements 
There has been a regrettable lapse in the publication of this Bulletin due to the 
illness of its editor.  However, we hope to be able to produce one more issue of 
the Bulletin this semester (for May) and then get back to a normal monthly 
publication schedule beginning in August of 2006.  Thank you for your patience 
and continued readership. 
 
===================== 
Newbies Corner 
 
Internet Spelling Concerns 
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Computer technology has spawned a great deal of new terminology, and 
common usage is gradually determining the proper spelling and usage of the 
new jargon. The Internet in particular has been the source of a huge number of 
words. While there is consensus regarding the spellings and usages of certain 
terms (e.g. the capitalization of "Internet" and "Web"), others are less 
standardized and vary tremendously, depending on the user.  For example, the 
Associated Press (AP) Stylebook states that "Web site" is always two words with 
the first capitalized, but many people spell it as "Website," "website," or even 
"web site." The AP stylebook also dictates that there is no hyphen in the word 
"online," but many others spell the word as "on-line" whether used as an 
adjective or an adverb. 
 
Webster's Dictionary capitalizes the noun form of "E-mail" but uses the lowercase 
"e-mail" when using the word as a verb. The AP stylebook always uses the 
lowercase "e-mail." Where the “e” is short for the word electronic, you will see the 
usage of “e-“ (e.g. e-mail, e-commerce, e-day, e-business, e-learning, e-book, 
etc.).  
 
Until all dictionaries and stylebooks coincide on standardization, the wisest tactic 
for an organization is to determine its own usage and then keep it consistent. 
This is probably good advice for individual users as well. 
 
An interesting note: According to the Chicago Manual of Style, one should never 
write .Www. (www with a capital W)  at the beginning of a sentence. It remains to 
be seen whether users will honor this caveat.  If they’re like me, they’ll probably 
just avoid starting a sentence with .www. 
 
[Source: http://www.webopedia.com] 
 
==================== 
 
 
Alternatives to Adobe Reader 
 
FoxIt Reader 1.3 
 
Adobe Reader isn't your only option for viewing PDF files. FoxIt Reader is a free 
utility that includes some tools that Adobe Reader lacks, including a "typewriter" 
tool that lets you type text in any PDF. 
 
FoxIt launches very quickly and requires no installation. Just run the executable 
file. It allows you open, view, print, and change the page layout in PDF files.  
 
Download FoxIt Reader at:  
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,62648,tk,hsxdwn,00.asp 
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================ 
 
PDF Creator  
 
PDF Creator is a free printer driver that lets you create PDF files from within most 
Windows applications.  It works with Windows 95 through XP. There is no Mac 
version at the present time. 
 
Once PDF Creator is installed, you can use it from inside your applications. If 
you‘re working in Microsoft Word, for example, you select Print and then choose 
PDF Creator as your printer. It even creates password-protected PDF files, so 
you can restrict users' ability to print, copy, or change documents.   
 
Download at: http://sourceforge.net/projects/pdfcreator 
 
 
================ 
 
Using technology in the classroom 
 
General linguistics course on-line 
 
Professors Patricia Cukor-Avila & Shobhana Chelliah, University of North Texas, 
have prepared a solid course on General Linguistics utilizing  WebCT. The 
course covers phonetics, phonology, morphology, and syntax. Students apply 
what they learn about language structure as they analyze data from English and 
other languages. Each module contains: 
 
   1. An introduction to the topic, drawing on information presented in previous 
lessons; 
   2. Linguistic theory presented through Flash, PowerPoint, graphics and 
audio/video; 
   3. Supporting data using Web links, interviews with linguists, and video clips; 
   4. Opportunities for guided practice through Flash interactions, self-tests, and 
glossary review; 
   5. Graded assessment consisting of discussions, assignments, quizzes, and 
final tests; 
   6. A summarized outline of the important concepts in the lessons. 
 
To access the course, go to:  
http://www.webct.com/exemplary/viewpage?name=exemplary_2005_chelliah 
 
========================================= 
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Elephant Books 
 
For a great site that specializes in selling rare, out-of-print, and used books on a 
wide variety of subjects, go to: http://www.elephantbooks.com 
 
=================== 
 
The Rosetta Project 
 
The Rosetta Project seeks to collect and/or link to all available data on all 
languages in one interactive website. The Rosetta digital library is the largest 
descriptive linguistic resource on the web,  presently providing more than 90,000 
text pages documenting writing systems, phonology, grammar, analyzed texts, 
typology, core vocabulary, numbering systems, maps, audio files, and 
demographic/historical descriptions for over 2,500 of the 7,000 languages.  The 
archive is being created via open contribution and peer review, following the 
model of the creators of the original Oxford English Dictionary. The actual 
compilation takes place at Stanford, U.C. Berkeley, Yale, Oxford, MPI Leipzig, 
SOAS, SIL, University of Leiden, the U.S. Library of Congress and the project 
offices in San Francisco. The Rosetta digital library is archived at 5-year intervals 
on an extreme longevity, micro-etched nickel disk which will soon be made 
available to consumers.  
 
This amazing service would be a real boon to any courses dealing with language 
extinction or language restoration. To check it out, go to: 
 http://www.rosettaproject.org 
 
======================== 
 
Blackwell’s Linguist List Plus 
 
Blackwell’s Publishing House has come out with a new resource for linguists, in 
collaboration with the Linguist List.  An annual subscription to Blackwell's Linguist 
List Plus gives you unlimited individual access to: Linguistics Abstracts Online, a 
searchable database of over 20,000 article abstracts, working papers and 
conference proceedings; the now defunct Glot International (back issues);and   
The Blackwell Linguist's Bookstore, featuring sizeable discounts on Blackwell 
books and journals.   
 
This service would be a marvelous addition to graduate reading rooms or 
libraries. For more information, go to:http://www.linguistlistplus.com . The website 
offers a free tour and certain free materials for those who don’t wish to subscribe. 
 
======================== 
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Samuel Johnson resources 
 
If you’d like access to over 1,800 quotes from Samuel Johnson (1709-1784), as 
well as his biography, a timeline, and links to other sites, go to:  
http://www.samueljohnson.com 
 
====================== 
 
Windows tips 
 
Wake up your system 
 
To wake your Windows system from standby or hibernation at a set time, click 
Start� Programs�Accessories�System Tools�Scheduled Tasks. Double-click 
the Add Scheduled Task icon to launch the Scheduled Task Wizard, and click 
Next. Select a program you'd like to run when your system wakes up, and 
schedule the task. On the last page, check "Open advanced properties for this 
task when I click Finish" before clicking Finish. In the resulting Properties dialog 
box, click the Settings tab, check "Wake the computer to run this task," and click 
OK.  Make sure you put your PC into hibernation each day, rather than shutting it 
off, and you’ll find it up and running when you’re ready to work in the morning. 
 
 
=====================  
 
Mac Nuggets  
 
 
Security issues in Macs 
 
Many Mac users tend to be very complacent about viruses, Trojans, and worms, 
given the very low incidence of such terrors in Mac computers. Some may even 
go without the most basic protections like antivirus programs. This is a big 
mistake, for the following reason. Mac users could unknowingly forward an 
infected message attachment received from a Windows user.  
 
If you use a Mac and don’t want the expense of a conventional antivirus program, 
you may want to try a free, open-source antivirus scanner for OS X, called 
ClamXav. It’s reasonably full-featured and permits the user to  schedule scans 
and specify folders. It’s also easy to install and run.  
 
To obtain ClamXav, go to: http://www.clamxav.com 
 
Recently, a different sort of threat to Macs appeared.  This specifically targeted 
the Safari browser in OS X. By default, Safari is set to automatically open "safe" 
file types, such as movies and music, after they've been downloaded. Malicious 
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scripts could be disguised as an innocuous file type and set to automatically run 
upon download. Unchecking the "Open 'safe' files after downloading" box in 
Safari's General Preferences pane  closes the security hole.  
 
What this all points to is that even Mac users need to be on their toes. 
 
====================== 
 
 
Useful sites and downloads 
 
Polyglot 3000 1.5 
 
Sometimes we encounter a text whose language we are unsure of. Polyglot 3000 
identifies over 400 languages. Just paste a  text sample into Polyglot 3000, and 
the program identifies the probable language and makes suggestions for other 
possibilities.  
 
Download this free program:  
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,25779,tk,hsx,00.asp 
 
 
===================== 
 
Restoration  
 
Restoration both restores accidentally deleted files and permanently deletes files 
you want to be rid of.  It can be used from a floppy disk, since it doesn’t install 
itself into your system. The program is available for free at: 
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,23108,tk,hsx,00.asp 
  
  

======================= 
 
Read Print 
 
This site offers free access to thousands of books and other publications written 
by well-known British and American authors, as well as translations of classic 
French, Russian, Greek, Italian, Spanish, German, and Chinese texts.  Go to: 
http://www.readprint.com . 
 
==================== 
 
Tower of Babel Project 
 
The Tower of Babel Project (http://starling.rinet.ru/main.html) created by the late 
Dr. Sergei Starostin is  an etymological and typological project  which aims to 
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document human language evolution across the globe. Its statement of purpose 
asserts that: “The main goal of the project is to join efforts in the research of long 
range connections between established linguistic families of the world.”  
 
Starostin and his many collaborators put together a monumental website of 
numerous international data bases seeking in this manner to document the 
linguistic commonalities among human languages. One of the most useful 
features of this website is the data base query engine which permits you to enter 
the name of any given language and then select which features you would like 
included in the report (e.g. alternate names, dialects, populations, consonants, 
vowels, tones, noun classes, etc.   
 
To check out the facts on any languages of special interest to you, go to: 
http://starling.rinet.ru/cgibin/query.cgi?basename=\data\typol\typology&root= 
config&morpho=0 . 
 
====================== 
 
Process Library 
 
Have you ever heard or seen your PC hard drive suddenly begin churning or 
flashing away even when you’re not doing anything on it? Is it possessed? The 
truth is that in the dark recesses of your computer, 20-30 invisible processes run 
silently in the background at all times. Some hog system resources and make 
your PC sluggish. Others harbor spyware and Trojans, invading your privacy and 
giving hackers free access to your computer. ProcessLibrary.com lets you know 
the exact purpose of every single process and lets you decide whether you want 
that process to continue. Go to: http://www.processlibrary.com . You’ll sleep 
easier at night. 
 
=============== 
 
Language Maps 
 
Dr. Stephen Huffman has classified the languages of the Summer Institute of 
Linguistics Ethnologue into broader groupings following Merritt Ruhlen’s A Guide 
to the World’s Languages (1991, Stanford University Press) and has produced a 
series of maps of language phyla. So far, he has maps for: Languages of the 
Horn of Africa 
Languages of China 
Greenberg's proposed Eurasiatic phylum 
Languages of Southeast Asia 
Languages of the Indian subcontinent 
Languages of the Sudan 
IndoEuropean Languages 
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You can download PDF versions of the maps along with other language data at: 
http://www.gmi.org/wlms/users/huffman . 
 
======================== 
 
Cyberhumor  
 
Top ten signs your cat has learned your internet password 
 
Talk about your catastrophic results! Such a revelation would make me catatonic 
and in need of a catscan! 
 
10.  E-Mail flames from some guy named "Fluffy."  
 
9.  Traces of kitty litter in your keyboard.  
 
8.  You find you've been subscribed to strange newsgroups like 

alt.recreational.catnip.  
 
7.  Your web browser has a new home page: www.feline.com  
 
6.  Your mouse has teeth marks in it ... and a strange aroma of tuna.  
 
5.  Hate-mail messages to Apple Computer Corp. about their release of 

"CyberDog."  
 
4. Your new ergonomic keyboard has a strange territorial scent to it.  
 
3.  You keep finding new software around your house like CatinTax and 

WarCat II.  
 
2.  On IRC you're known as the IronMouser.  
 
1.  Little kitty carpal-tunnel braces near the scratching post. 
 
 
Source: Grant's Graceland at: http://graceland.gentle.org 
 
============================= 
 
Computer T-shirt slogans  
 
1.     Cannot find REALITY.SYS. Universe halted. 
2.  COFFEE.EXE missing - Insert Cup and Press Any Key. 
3.     4 + 2 = 5 for extremely large values of 2. 
4. Computers make very fast, very accurate mistakes 
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5. Computers are not intelligent; they only think they are 
6. My software never has bugs. lt just develops undocumented features. 
7. A computer's attention span is as long as its power cord. 
8. The definition of an Upgrade: Take old bugs out, put new ones in. 
9. Windows: Just another pane in the glass. 
10. Smash forehead on keyboard to continue... 
 
Source:  http://www.stokeley.com 
 
================================= 
 
Perplexing linguistic questions 
 
1.  Why do they call it rush hour when nothing moves? 
 
2. Why do they call them "apartments" when they're all stuck together? 
 
3. Why are they called 'stands' when they're made for sitting? 
 
4.  Why is it called a TV "set" when you only get one? 
 
5. Why is it when two planes almost hit each other it is called a "near miss"? 

Shouldn't it be called a "near hit"? 
 
6.  If you can't drink and drive, why do you need a driver's license to buy 

liquor, and why do bars have parking lots? 
 
7. Why do fat chance and slim chance mean the same thing? 
 
8. Why is it that when you transport something by car, it's called a shipment, 

but when you transport something by ship, it's called cargo? 
 
9. Why does your nose run and your feet smell? 
 
10. Have you ever imagined a world with no hypothetical situations? 
 
 
================ 
Musing about computers 
 
To err is human, and to blame it on a computer is even more so. –Robert Orben 
 
A computer lets you make ore mistakes faster than any other invention in human 
history, with the possible exception of handguns and tequila.—Mitch Ratcliffe 
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I think computer viruses should count as life.  I think it says something about 
human nature that the only form of life we have created is purely destructive.  
We’ve created life in our own image.—Stephen Hawking 
 
A printer consists of three main parts: the case, the jammed paper try, and the 
blinking red light. –Dave Barry 
 
 
Source:  The Funny Times  
[Get your subscription at: http://www.funnytimes.com ] 
 
============== 
 
If you enjoyed this issue and would like to become a subscriber,  please write to 
Alicia Pousada at apousada@earthlink.net. 
 


