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=============================================================
Welcome to the English Academic Technology Bulletin. This publication originating from 
the English Department of the College of Humanities of the University of Puerto Rico, 
Rio Piedras, communicates basic information regarding the use of technology in higher 
education. While the information is applicable to many levels and disciplines, it focuses 
particularly on the teaching of literature, communication, linguistics, and English as a 
Second  Language,   the  fields  in  which  the  department  offers  courses.  If  you  are 
interested  in  contributing  content  to  the  bulletin,  please  notify  Dr.  Alicia  Pousada 
(apousada@uprrp.edu ), the bulletin editor.
===========================================================
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=======================

Announcements 
 
The Screening Room now has a Smartboard for displaying movies, presentations, or for 
just writing on electronically.  If you haven’t tried it out yet, contact Tony Slagle or one of 
the technicians for a demonstration.  If you want to reserve the room for next semester, 
plan early, since it gets filled up quickly.

The  Richardson Seminar Room is also moving along technologically.   We now have 
wireless Internet access for laptop users, a DVD player for use with our TV, three sets 
of padded stereo headphones that work with the computers or the TV, and a new laser 
printer behind the counter which has just been networked to the users’ computers. We 
will be charging for the use of the printer (the exact amount per page and page limits to 
be announced shortly).
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Cartae, the electronic newsletter put out by Juan “Tito” Melendez in Education, has 
been converted into a blog. To check out the latest in distance education and UPR 
involvement in international cyber-projects, go to: http://cartae.blogspot.com .

================

Newbies Corner 

Password-protect everything 
 
You can put a password on individual files that Microsoft Office creates. In Word, put a 
password on the document and encrypt it. You can set this in the Security tab under 
Options; in Word 2007, Save As, go to the Tools menu and open General Options. You 
can also password-protect Adobe Acrobat (PDF) and Open-Office files.

Rogue software 

Software you install  may also be stealing your  information—especially software  that 
claims to help you by finding spyware! If you suspect a program, check it against the list 
of known bad-guy applications at www.spywarewarrior.com .

Secondary e-mail addresses
 
The proliferation of free Web-based e-mail from Google, Yahoo!, Microsoft, and others 
means there's no excuse for giving out your regular e-mail to anyone but friends.

Spim

Spam  in  instant  messages  is  called  spim.  Keep  it  away  by  employing  a  difficult 
username (like ba3jacks56), and don't list your user name in the IM provider's public 
directory. 

[Source: PC Magazine http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2254050,00.asp  ]

Improving YouTube video appearance

If  you’d  like  to  reduce  the  grainy  appearance  of  many  YouTube  videos,  add  the 
following at the end of the video’s URL: &fmt=18 . 

Free online classes from Hewlett Packard

For free classes on many topics (e.g. using popular programs like Excel, Powerpoint, 
Word; learning business skills; setting up your first website, troubleshooting computer 
problems, learning Spanish, etc.), go to:    http://h30187.www3.hp.com/?
mcid=em1_events...dicid=taw_jul07  
 

http://h30187.www3.hp.com/?mcid=em1_events...dicid=taw_jul07
http://h30187.www3.hp.com/?mcid=em1_events...dicid=taw_jul07
http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2254050,00.asp
http://www.spywarewarrior.com/
http://cartae.blogspot.com/
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How anonymous are you on the Internet?

As you surf the Internet, you leave many pieces of information about yourself behind. 
This includes the following:

Your IP (internet protocol) address which distinguishes you from all other computers on 
the Internet. To ascertain your computer's   IP   address,   visit: www.showmyip.com   

Your  domain  name  (the  last  bit  of  the  URL  which  indicates  .edu  for  educational 
institutions,  .gov for  US government agencies,  .org  for  organizations, and .com for 
businesses). Many countries also have specific domain names (e.g. .fr for France or 
.mx for Mexico).

Your page visits (which pages you visited, for how long, and from which other pages).

Other information. If  you accept a website’s cookies, it can gather information about 
your browsing and shopping patterns, even about your stored passwords.

Usually  the  information  collected  is  utilized  for  generating  statistics  so  that  the 
organizations can assess the effectiveness of their sites or for generating advertising 
directed at target audiences. 
  
However,  malicious  sites  may  attempt  to  access  files,  passwords,  or  personal 
information  which  can  be  used  to  steal  your  identity.  What’s  worse,  they  sell  the 
information they gather to other like-minded attackers. 
 
To limit the information gathered about you, try the following:

Don't   give   your address, password, social security number, or credit card number on 
any site unless you know it to belong to a trusted company or organization.  Look for the 
https: indicator that the site uses SSL to encrypt your information. 

Limit  the use of cookies. Change your security settings to accept cookies only from 
organizations you approve, or make your computer ask you every time, so you can 
choose intelligently. Most cookies are not necessary to use websites.

Be cautious about the web sites you visit. No matter how curious you might be, avoid 
porn sites or  sites you  find in  unsolicited emails  (spam).  They invariably  make you 
vulnerable to more spam and to security attacks. Keep your security settings on the 
high side, and keep your antivirus programs up to date. Scan your computer regularly 
for spyware.

[Source: Cyber Security Tip ST05-008, US-CERT Security Tips security-tips@us-
cert.gov  ]
================

mailto:security-tips@us-cert.gov
mailto:security-tips@us-cert.gov
http://www.showmyip.com/
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Using technology in the classroom 

Videos on teaching ESL 
http://free-esl.com/channels/videos/default.asp  
Free teacher videos showing right and wrong way to teach ESL

Guides to better writing
http://web.jjay.cuny.edu/~english/writing.htm 
guide to better writing

http://www.personal.psu.edu/asc16/blogs/TQeditor 
blog on writing and publishing

=========

Windows tips 

Dealing with Autorun

Autorun  allows  a  CD-ROM to  function  automatically  when  the  disc  is  inserted,  for 
example, by installing a program. While convenient, this can allow malware hidden on 
the discs, like rootkits, to be installed without your knowledge. The way to avoid this 
potential problem in Windows 95 to XP is to hold down the Shift key while inserting a 
CD-ROM/DVD-ROM. This allows you to bypass Autorun most of the time. This does not 
work in Windows Vista. 

[Source: PC Magazine  http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2254030,00.asp  ]

===========

Mac Nuggets 

Protect Mac folders

On Mac OS, make a password-protected "folder" by using the Disk Utility application to 
create a disk image of the original. Apply a password. The resulting .DMG file contains 
the entire contents and is restorable with a click.

=========
 
Useful sites and downloads 

Picnik photo editor
This  completely  free  photo  editor  allows  you  to  edit  your  photos  easily,  utilizing 
cropping,  resizing,  rotating,  reshaping,  and  special  effects.  It  works  right  from your 

http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2254030,00.asp
http://www.personal.psu.edu/asc16/blogs/TQeditor
http://web.jjay.cuny.edu/~english/writing.htm
http://free-esl.com/channels/videos/default.asp
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browser  and is  quite  speedy.  It  works  with  Mac,  Windows,  and Linux.  There is  no 
download and nothing to install. Try it at: http://www.picnik.com .

Chronicle of Higher Education online

While the Richardson Seminar Room receives the Chronicle of  Higher Education in 
hard copy, it’s much easier to go online to check out the latest news in academia and 
peruse the job listings and conference calls.  Just go to: http://chronicle.com.  Although 
some features require a subscription, there is still lots of good content available for free. 
One example is an audio interview with MLA president Michael Holquist titled: “We’re 
always in language.” Another interesting interview is with graduate student Jaeci Hall on 
saving the Tututni Native American language.

Interesting blogs to check out

Language log

This  is  a  blog  for  linguists  and  other  lovers  of  language.  Topics  range widely  and 
include: the history of English obscured, aphasia in the funny papers, more spellchecker 
fun, a grammatical Cupertino, NYC subway semicolon, etc.
 
http://itre.cis.upenn.edu/~myl/languagelog/index.rdf  

Audio chatting

Audio chatting is a way to call from one computer to another computer for free. It can be 
used to  provide more exposure to  English  for  your  students.  It  can help  groups of 
students plan projects. It can also give you a more personal way to keep in touch with 
your students or your committee members. In order to audio chat, both parties have to 
have a computer with a microphone, speakers or headphones to listen with, and the 
same chat program, most of which are free. Once you install the program, then you add 
the parties you wish to chat with to your buddy list. To audio chat with your online buddy 
(as  opposed to  written  chat),  there  is  usually  a  simple  procedure,  usually  no  more 
complicated than clicking a "Call" button.

 
Among the most popular chatting programs are:

AIM: (for  Windows or Mac):  With AIM, you can chat with all  AIM users (the largest 
instant messaging community in the U.S.), plus iChat users. 

http://itre.cis.upenn.edu/~myl/languagelog/index.rdf
http://chronicle.com/
http://www.picnik.com/
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Yahoo Messenger (Only the Windows version has audio): Lets you chat with Windows 
Yahoo users as well as Live Messenger users. Yahoo Messenger currently can't chat 
with Mac users.

Live Messenger: (Windows only): Lets you chat with all other Live Messenger users as 
well as Yahoo Messenger users.

iChat: (Mac only program, but allows you to chat with AIM for Windows or Mac): iChat 
comes with Mac OS X, so you don't need to download it. iChat lets you chat with iChat 
users as well as AIM users.

==============

Cyberhumor

Abbott and Costello

If Bud Abbott and Lou Costello were alive today, their infamous sketch, 'Who's on First?' 
might have turned out something like this:

Costello calls to buy a computer from Abbott.

ABBOTT: Super Duper computer store. Can I help you?
COSTELLO: Thanks. I'm setting up an office in my den and I'm thinking 
about buying a computer.
ABBOTT: Mac?
COSTELLO: No, the name's Lou.
ABBOTT: Your computer?
COSTELLO: I don't own a computer. I want to buy one.
ABBOTT: Mac?
COSTELLO: I told you, my name's Lou.
ABBOTT: What about Windows?
COSTELLO: Why? Will it get stuffy in here?
ABBOTT: Do you want a computer with Windows?
COSTELLO: I don't know. What will I see when I look at the windows?
ABBOTT: Wallpaper.
COSTELLO: Never mind the windows. I need a computer and software.
ABBOTT: Software for Windows?
COSTELLO: No. On the computer! I need something I can use to write 
 proposals,  track expenses and run my business. What do you have?
ABBOTT: Office.
COSTELLO: Yeah, for my office. Can you recommend anything?
ABBOTT: I just did.
COSTELLO: You just did what?
ABBOTT: Recommend something.
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COSTELLO: You recommended something?
ABBOTT: Yes.
COSTELLO: For my office?
ABBOTT: Yes.
COSTELLO: OK, what did you recommend for my office?
ABBOTT: Office.
COSTELLO: Yes, for my office
ABBOTT: I recommend Office with Windows.
COSTELLO: I already have an office with windows! OK, let's just say 
I'm at my computer and I want to type a proposal. What do I 
need?
ABBOTT: Word.
COSTELLO: What word?
ABBOTT: Word in Office.
COSTELLO: The only word in office is office.
ABBOTT: The Word in Office for Windows
COSTELLO: Which word in office for windows?
ABBOTT: The Word you get when you click the blue 'W'.
COSTELLO: I'm going to click your blue 'w' if you don't start with 
 some straight answers. What about financial bookkeeping? You have 
 anything I can  track my money with?
ABBOTT: Money.
COSTELLO: That's right. What do you have?
ABBOTT: Money.
COSTELLO: I need money to track my money?
ABBOTT: It comes bundled with your computer.
COSTELLO: What's bundled with my computer?
ABBOTT: Money.
COSTELLO: Money comes with my computer?
ABBOTT: Yes. No extra charge.
COSTELLO: I get a bundle of money with my computer? How much?
ABBOTT: One copy.
COSTELLO: Isn't it illegal to copy money?
ABBOTT: Microsoft gave us a license to copy Money.
COSTELLO: They can give you a license to copy money?
ABBOTT: Why not? THEY OWN IT!
(A few days later)
ABBOTT: Super Duper computer store. Can I help you?
COSTELLO: How do I turn my computer off?
ABBOTT: Click on 'START'............. 

============

If you enjoyed this issue and would like to share your comments, please write to Alicia 
Pousada at apousada@uprrp.edu. 

mailto:apousada@uprrp.edu

