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============================================================= 
Welcome to the English Academic Technology Bulletin. This monthly 
publication of the English list communicates basic information regarding the use 
of technology in the preparation and imparting of instruction. The English list is a 
close, moderated list restricted to the staff of the English Department of the 
College of Humanities of the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras campus and 
other authorized users. If you are interested in subscribing to the English list or 
contributing content to the bulletin, please notify Alicia Pousada 
(apousada@earthlink.net), the list owner and moderator.  
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classroom) 
Mac nuggets (Safari browser) 
Tips for Windows users (Streamlining Windows XP, shutting down earlier 
Windows versions, virus hoax repairs for all versions) 
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============================================================ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
The server that was housed in the English Resource Center has been moved 
upstairs to the dean’s office and will be administered by Raul Medina of OSI. The 
Academic Technology Committee will prepare a proposal outlining  the English 
Department’s needs with regard to the server. If anyone in the department has a 
project in mind that would necessitate the use of the server, please contact any 
of the members of the committee, so that your project may be included in the 
proposal. 
 
The first Academic Technology workshop took place on Friday, Feb. 7.  Nine 
professors took part in a lively demonstration of the current academic use of 
PowerPoint, chat groups, and Blackboard On-Line Gradebook  by Loretta 
Collins, Emily Krasinski, and Jo Anne Harris, respectively.  

mailto:apousada@earthlink.net
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============================================================ 
 
NEWBIE CORNER: 
 
Continuing our coverage of storage devices: CDs of all types.  CD, of course, 
refers to Compact Disc, the most common medium in which computer programs 
are distributed nowadays. These high capacity (700-800 MB) disks are 
processed by an optical drive which is standard equipment on all current 
computers. They use the same technology as the audio CDs that you enjoy at 
home and in your car and can function as a nice back-up CD player if your 
regular system goes down or if you like to listen to music while you work at the 
computer. You may also be familiar with them through your one-hour photo lab 
which now has the capability of transferring photos from film to photo CDs.  Their 
utility in academia stems from the ability to store music, photographs, and data 
all on the same disk, permitting the preparation and storage of elaborate 
presentations and slide shows with audio and video clips, among other things. 
They do not suffer from the problems of humidity that plague floppies and have a 
longer shelf life. Their biggest drawback is that they can be scratched if not 
protected. 
 
CD-ROMs: What’s the ROM part about anyway?   
 
ROM refers to Read Only Memory.  This means that the disk is only readable. 
You cannot record data of any kind on it. CD-ROMs are akin to an audio cassette 
with the lock tab activated. 
 
CD-Rs: I’ve seen these in all the music stores. What’s the R refer to? 
 
R means that the disk is recordable. That is, you can copy data from your hard 
drive, music from the Internet or a regular audio CD, or photos from your digital 
camera onto the disk for easy sharing and transportation. Increasing numbers of 
computers come with CD-R drives, which work like regular CD drives in reading 
data, but also have the capacity to record  or burn data onto CD-R or CD-RW 
disks.  This makes backing-up your computer much easier and has just about 
spelled the end of the floppy drive. In fact, Dell Computers just announced that 
their new line will no longer have a floppy drive, but will rather incorporate CD-R 
and DVD-R drives exclusively. (More on DVD’s in our next bulletin.) CD-Rs  are 
becoming as cheap as floppies and hold about 500 times the amount of data,  
thus their immediate future is assured. Their biggest drawback is that the 
recording process is delicate and can easily be disturbed by clogs in the data 
flow, resulting in ruined disks that are only useful as coasters.  
 
CD-RWs:  Then what’s the big deal with CD-RWs?  
 
A disk marked CD-RW can be recorded, amended, erased, and re-recorded, 
unlike CD-Rs which are one-time use only. CD-RWs are thus a better choice for 
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incremental back-ups of your hard drive. Unfortunately,  they are more expensive 
than CD-Rs, and they are dependent on special programs which may not reside 
on other people’s computers, making them less desirable for exchanging than 
CD-Rs which can be read by all computer CD drives. Most users keep both types 
of media around and use the CD-Rs for sharing and the CD-RWs for back-ups. 
 
Next time, the scoop on DVDs and DVD-RW drives. 
 
 
INCORPORATING TECHNOLOGY INTO YOUR TEACHING: 
 
Plagiarism on the Web: The following guidelines for preventing and detecting 
plagiarism were prepared by Bruce Leland, Professor Emeritus Western Illinois 
University.  http://www.wiu.edu/users/mfbhl/. The article also contains very useful 
links to the most popular on-line “term paper mills,” so you can check out what’s 
available for your students to download and pass off as original writing.  
 
 
Bibliographic assistance: If you need to check your bibliographic format for some 
upcoming publication or if you’ve assigned a writing project to your students, 
these sites will come in handy.   
 
For people in linguistics, education, and psychology :   
APA on-line:  http://www.apastyle.org/elecref.html 
 
For folks in literature and other fields:   
MLA on-line: http://www.nhmccd.edu/contracts/lrc/kc/mlastyle.htm 
 
 
E-books: If you haven’t already checked out Project Gutenberg, head straight to:  
http://promo.net/pg/ . The site offers free downloads of more than 6000 electronic 
books. The selection covers every genre from children’s literature up to the 
classics.  Downloads are fast and easy. This is a great and inexpensive way for 
you and your students to enlarge your libraries. It also facilitates checking quotes 
or preparing class lecture notes when you don’t have a hard copy on hand.  
 
By the way, Project Gutenberg is always looking for people to work with them on 
converting public domain or copyright free material into e-book formats. If you 
want to help with turning paper documents into e-texts or proof-reading already 
created e-texts, go to: http://promo.net/pg/volunteer.html. 
 
 
Buying academic texts:  The rising cost of textbooks and reference materials is 
well-known to all of us. Most of us run straight to Amazon.com or Barnes and 
Noble.com without really checking around.  If you want to be sure that you and 

http://www.wiu.edu/users/mfbhl/
http://www.apastyle.org/elecref.html
http://www.nhmccd.edu/contracts/lrc/kc/mlastyle.htm
http://promo.net/pg/
http://promo.net/pg/volunteer.html
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your students are getting the best price possible, consult: 
www.bestwebbuys.com/books.  You can search for both new and used titles. 
 
 
Sites on using technology in your classroom: Professors at Algonquin College of 
Applied Arts and Technology have prepared a very simple and straightforward 
introductory website for the newcomer to academic computing at:  
http://www.algonquinc.on.ca/edtech. Just follow the links to the many useful 
pages which are chock-full of suggestions that anyone can implement. 
 
============================================================= 
MAC NUGGETS: 
 
Apple has unveiled a free new browser, Safari, for OS X which is supposed to 
load pages up to 40 percent faster than Microsoft's Internet Explorer browser: 
http://www.apple.com/safari. 
 
Medwin Goodall, Cornish instrumentalist and New Age musician, is a Mac user 
who was profiled in the Jan. 31st Famous People article put out by Mac Central 
News. Goodall is offering free downloads of dreamlike Celtic images for 
screensavers and desktop backgrounds at: 
 http://www.medwyngoodall.com/free_downloads.asp 
 
============================================================= 
 
TIPS FOR WINDOWS USERS: 
 
Streamlining Windows XP: 
Windows XP’s visual frills (such as transparent mouse shadows, font smoothing, 
and menu effects) drain valuable system resources. If you have an older 
machine and want to conserve resources, you can go to the Control Panel, open 
the System applet, select the Advanced tab, and click on Settings in the 
Performance section. You can then disable any unnecessary items on the Visual 
Effects tab without affecting the overall functioning of the system. 
 
Shutting down earlier Windows versions:  
Choosing Shut Down from the Start Menu gives you several choices, including 
restarting your computer. However, to restart Windows without restarting your 
computer, saving time and aggravation, follow this step: Hold down the Shift key 
while pressing OK in the Shut Down box. 
 
Virus hoax repairs: All versions: 
For those who fell prey to the virus hoax  involving jdbgmgr.exe, here’s a link to 
a download that will help you reinstall the Java file you deleted (the one with the 
teddy bear icon). 
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,6789,00.asp 

http://www.bestwebbuys.com/books
http://www.algonquinc.on.ca/edtech
http://www.apple.com/safari
http://www.medwyngoodall.com/free_downloads.asp
http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/0,fid,6789,00.asp
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=========================================================== 
COMPUTER LINGO DEMYSTIFIED: 
 
Downloading--when you get info from a big computer into your little computer 
 
Uploading--when you send info from your little computer to a big computer (web 
page design) 
 
Trojan Horse--an apparently harmless program or innocuous file that actually 
hides a dangerous virus.  It carries the virus code where you can't see it and 
dumps it into your system when you load the program. There was even a Trojan 
horse masquerading as an anti-virus program. 
 
Pixel--the smallest piece of an image displayed on a monitor. The word is a 
contraction of "picture" and "element." A pixel is a single phosphor dot, one of 
many covering the screen in rows and columns. The higher the pixel resolution--
the more rows and columns--the greater the detail displayed. 
============================================================ 
 
COMPUTER TRIVIA:  
 
Why is IBM called Big Blue?  
During the 1960's, IBM began producing mainframe computers housed in light 
blue cabinets.  Most computers were gray. As IBM gained prominence, the 
nickname emerged. 
 
Why do they call the standard keyboard a QWERTY keyboard?   
This name is derived from the first six keys on the top letter row for the left hand.  
The keys were originally laid out like this in the old typewriters that had long, thin 
metal arms that swung up and whacked the typeface against an inked ribbon. If 
the typist went too fast, these metal arms got tangled up.  The QWERTY 
configuration was designed to slow typists down. In 1936, John Dvorak invented 
another keyboard with the least-used keys along the outside for the little and ring 
fingers and the most used keys where the index and middle fingers could reach 
them, but this never caught on. 
 
Who invented the World Wide Web?  
The inventor of the WWW was Tim Berners-Lee who in 1989 proposed  a global 
hypertext project to allow people to work together by combining knowledge in a 
web of linked documents. The Web was first implemented by the European 
Particle Physics Laboratory in Geneva in 1990 and debuted on the Internet in 
1991. Today most people think that the Web and the Internet are synonymous; 
however, the Internet is much vaster and includes government, academic, and 
industrial FTP and gopher sites, SMTP, and Usenet news groups  that are not 
part of the WWW and will not have the usual  www addresses. 
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Sources:  
 
Waters, John K. 2000. The everything computer book. Avon, MA: Adams 
Media Corporation. 
 
Webopedia website. http://www.webopedia.com 
 
============================================================= 
NEW TECHNOLOGY: 
 
Those of you who long for a Star Trek-type vocal interface with your computer  
(or who simply hate typing) may want to check out some of the new improved 
voice recognition programs. Warning: all of these require some “training” of your 
computer, so be prepared to invest considerable time initially until your voice 
recognition program gets to “know” your voice.  
 
Naturally Speaking from Dragon Systems (Scansoft) 
http://www.scansoft.com/naturallyspeaking/ or  
http://www.lhsl.com/naturallyspeaking 
 
 
Free Speech 2000 from Philips 
http://www.speech.philips.com/ds/index.html 
 
Voice Xpress from L & H  
http://www.mjsg.com/software/voice.htm 
 
Via Voice from IBM 
http://www-3.ibm.com/software/speech/ 
 
 
 
COMPUTER HUMOR: 
 
Question: Where do the characters go when I use my backspace or delete them 
on my PC?  

Answer: The characters go to different places, depending on whom you ask:  

• The Catholic Church's approach to characters: The nice characters go 
to Heaven, where they are bathed in the light of happiness. The naughty 
characters are punished for their sins. Naughty characters are those 
involved in the creation of naughty words, such as "breast," "sex" and 
contraception."  

http://www.webopedia.com/
http://www.scansoft.com/naturallyspeaking/
http://www.lhsl.com/naturallyspeaking
http://www.speech.philips.com/ds/index.html
http://www.mjsg.com/software/voice.htm
http://www-3.ibm.com/software/speech/
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• The Buddhist explanation: If a character has lived rightly, and its karma 
is good, then after it has been deleted it will be reincarnated as a different, 
higher character. Those funny characters above the numbers on your 
keyboard will become numbers, numbers will become letters, and lower-
case letters will become upper-case.  

• The 20th-century bitter cynical nihilist explanation: Who cares? It 
doesn't really matter if they're on the page, deleted, undeleted, underlined, 
etc. It's all the same.  

• The Mac user's explanation: All the characters written on a PC and then 
deleted go to straight to PC hell. If you're using a PC, you can probably 
see the deleted characters, because you're in PC hell also.  

• Stephen King's explanation: Every time you hit the (Del) key you 
unleash a tiny monster inside the cursor, who tears the poor unsuspecting 
characters to shreds, drinks their blood, then eats them, bones and all. 
Hah, hah, hah!  

• Dave Barry's explanation: The deleted characters are shipped to Battle 
Creek, Michigan, where they're made into Pop-Tart filling; this explains 
why Pop-Tarts are so flammable, while cheap imitations are not 
flammable. I'm not making this up.  

• IBM's explanation: The characters are not real. They exist only on the 
screen when they are needed, as concepts, so to delete them is merely to 
de-conceptualize them. Get a life.  

- Joel Garreau (garreau@well.com)  

http://monster-island.org/tinashumor/humor/delkey.html 
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