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============================================================= 
Welcome to the English Academic Technology Bulletin. This publication originating from 
the English Department of the College of Humanities of the University of Puerto Rico, 
Rio Piedras, communicates basic information regarding the use of technology in higher 
education. While the information is applicable to many levels and disciplines, it focuses 
particularly on the teaching of literature, communication, linguistics, and English as a 
Second Language, the fields in which the department offers courses. If you are 
interested in contributing content to the bulletin, please notify Dr. Alicia Pousada 
(apousada@uprrp.edu), the bulletin editor. 
=========================================================== 
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Announcements 
Updates for the English Department website will be accepted after August 6th. Look over 
your pages and see if you want to change, add, or delete material. Send updates to 
Alicia Pousada at: pousada.a@gmail.com . 
 
============================ 
  
Newbies Corner 
 
Microsoft Fix it 
If you’re having trouble with a Microsoft product (Windows, Internet Explorer, Windows 
Media Player, Microsoft Office, Game Box, etc.),  give Microsoft’s new Fix It service a 
whirl. Go to: http://support.microsoft.com/gp/cp_fixit_main, and click on the product 
name. Search for a fix related to your problem, and click on it. An explanation of the 
problem and a link for an automatic Fix It will be provided. Clicking on the Fix It icon will 
download a gadget.  (You’ll see a warning that the gadget may harm your computer, but 



2 

 

just ignore this and direct the computer to Run the install program.) Once installed, the 
gadget will automatically fix the problem. Much better than waiting for hours to get 
online or telephone help from Microsoft!  
 
 
Spanish cards to print out for free 
If you’d like to recognize your students’ birthdays or send cards in Spanish to your 
colleagues, check out Hewlett Packard’s free service at: 
http://h10025.www1.hp.com/ewfrf/wc/acProject?dlc=en&extcat=cards&lc=en&cc=us&ex
tsubcat=birthday&extproject=spanishbirthdaycards&jumpid=reg_R1002_USEN 
 
 
Handy Windows keyboard shortcuts 
 
If you use a Windows-based computer with a Windows key (it has a little picture of the 
Windows banner icon on it), try using these simple keyboard shortcuts to speed up 
common tasks. Just press the Windows Key plus the key(s) that follow(s). 
 
Win Key + D   Show/Hide Desktop 
Win Key + E   Open Windows Explorer 
Win Key + F   Find: All Files 
Win Key + F1  Open Windows Help 
Win Key + M   Minimize all open windows 
Win Key + Shift + M  Undo minimize 
Win Key + R   Open Run  
Win Key + Ctrl F  Find: Computer 
Win Key + Pause  Open System Properties 
Win Key + Tab  Toggle through taskbar buttons 
 
============================================== 
  
Using technology in the classroom  
 
English Learner Movie Guides 
For a very useful website that gives synopses of feature films and provides a teaching 
guide for each, go to: http://www.eslnotes.com/synopses.html . The films include such 
favorites as: A Beautiful Mind, Amistad, Analyze That, A Raisin in the Sun, Dead Poets 
Society, Dog Day Afternoon, Forrest Gump, The Graduate, In America, Mrs. Doubtfire, 
My Cousin Vinny, My Big Fat Greek Wedding, The Producers, Rainman, Real Women 
Have Curves, Sleepless in Seattle, and Stand by Me. Your ESL students will love a day 
at the movies, and you will love not having to prepare your own lesson plan. 
 
 
Chegg Book Rentals 
If your students are sick of paying overly inflated prices for textbooks that are used only 
for one semester, then try Chegg. This site allows them to rent popular textbooks for a 
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semester for a price considerably lower than list price and then return the book at the 
end of the semester with free shipping. They can also extend their rental period if 
desired or buy the textbook if they find that it’s really important to them.  They can 
additionally sell old textbooks to Chegg. For every book that they rent, buy, or sell, 
Chegg plants a tree.   
 
Check out this novel approach at: http://www.chegg.com/ and let your students know 
about the service. 
 
 
Linguistics On-line Resources 

• Ask-a-Linguist Lets you ask linguistics professors about language and linguistics. 
• Ethnologue - online database of information about 6,500 languages, including 

alternate names, number of speakers, location, dialects, linguistic affiliation, and 
other sociolinguistic and demographic data. 

• Take Our Word for It -- basic info regarding etymology of words. 
• Alpha Dictionary-- collection of dictionaries of slang, standard and foreign 

languages, thesauri, language grammars, and other language resources. 
 
 
Literature Resource Center 
 
Literature Resource Center is the world's most up-to-date and comprehensive on-line 
literature database. It contains information on authors and their works in all genres and 
disciplines, from all time periods and from around the world. 
 
Among the features of the Literature Resource Center are: 

• Biographical entries on more than 130,000 authors 
• More than 70,000 selected full-text critical essays and reviews  
• More than 7,000 overviews of frequently studied works 
• More than 650,000 full-text articles, critical essays and reviews from over 300 

scholarly journals and literary magazines  
• Nearly 30,000 full-text poems, short stories and plays  
• More than 4,500 interviews  
• Nearly 5,000 links to selected Web sites and more than 2800 author portraits  
• The ability to identify groups of authors who share characteristics such as genre, 

time period, themes, nationality, ethnicity and gender  
• Merriam-Webster's® Encyclopedia of Literature, featuring 10,000 definitions of 

literary terms  
 
Go to: 
http://www.gale.cengage.com/servlet/ItemDetailServlet?region=9&imprint=000&titleCod
e=GAL30&cf=n&type=4&id=112988  
 
============================ 
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Windows tips  
 
Recovering my Recycle Bin in Windows Vista 
Sometimes you find that your Recycle Bin has simply disappeared from your desktop. 
To restore your Recycle Bin to your Desktop in Vista:  

1. Right click an empty area of your Desktop.  
2. Select Personalize.  
3. Under the "Task" category, click the "Change Desktop Icons" link.  
4. Place a checkmark in the Recycle Bin checkbox.  
5. Click OK.  

Your Recycle Bin will be back and ready to receive your trashed files.  
 
How to see my desktop in Windows 
There are two quick ways to show your desktop when you have lots of windows open. 
The first is to press Win Key +d. Hold down the keyboard's Windows key (between the 
Ctrl and Alt keys) while you press d.  It is marked with a Windows logo and may also be 
labeled Option.) To  restore your windows, just press the same combo again. If your 
keyboard doesn't have a Win key or you prefer using your mouse, right-click on an 
empty space on your  bottom taskbar and select Show the Desktop. Do the same to 
restore your windows, only click on Show Open Windows. 
 
=================================================== 
 
Mac Nuggets 
 
Using Mac OS X keyboard shortcuts 
 
To save time and mousing when using Mac OS X, try using some of the keyboard 
shortcuts available at:  http://support.apple.com/kb/HT1343 .   You’ll be surprised at how 
much more quickly your work goes. 
 
 
Dealing with Automatic Apple Updates 
 
Getting all the updates for Apple software on your Mac by going to the Apple menu and 
choosing Software Update is really convenient. However, sometimes you might want to 
skip an update, and you don't want keep seeing the reminders to update. For example,  
you might be prompted to update a printer driver for a printer you don't use very often or 
no longer own. 
 
To ignore an update, just select it in the list and click on Ignore Update from the Update 
menu, or just press the delete key. Now the update will stop showing up in the list of 
new software. 
 
If you change your mind, click on Reset Ignored Updates in the Software Update menu, 
and  all of your ignored updates will reappear.  
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===================================================== 
 
Useful sites and downloads  
 
Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger 
UNESCO recently launched an interactive, electronic version its Atlas of the World's 
Languages in Danger. This site provides constantly updated data about more than 
2,500 endangered languages around the world. The Atlas can be searched by several 
criteria and ranks the endangered languages according to five levels of vitality: unsafe, 
definitely endangered, severely endangered, critically endangered and extinct. To use 
this digital tool, go to: 
 http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=44605&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html  
 
 
Free eBooks for your Palm Pilot 
If you have a Palm Pilot and would like to read free ebooks, go to one of the following 
sites and download some good reading at no cost: 
http://www.baen.com/library 
 http://www.memoware.com  
http://www.pdabooks.com  
http://fictionwise.com  
http://mobipocket.com 
 
 
 
Overdrive Library Free Downloads 
 
If you enjoy listening to digital audio books or reading ebooks on your computer or 
handheld, go to http://search.overdrive.com to find libraries world-wide that permit you 
to download audio books for free and without penalties. (Note: you may need to have a 
library card at the library you select, so you should check first to see if your local library 
participates. A handy library search function allows you to do this.)  
 
Overdrive software allows you to transfer remote files (in .pdf, eBook, .mp3, .wma, and 
other formats)  to your computer for use on digital players or to burn CDs. When the 
titles are due, they expire automatically from your computer, and other people can 
access the files, so there are no fines to worry about. When you search for titles, be 
sure to click on Price, so the lists are arranged in order of ascending price, and then 
select the ones that are free. Other materials are available for different prices if you’re 
interested, but there are plenty of free ones to keep you entertained for a long time. 
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Wi-fi locator 
If you’re planning on traveling with your laptop and would like to know where the 
wireless hotspots are located, go to: http://www.jiwire.com/search-hotspot-locations.htm 
and click on the part of the world you’ll be visiting.  
 
 
================================== 
 
Cyberhumor  
 
Clever anagrams   
 
Dormitory: When you rearrange the letters: Dirty room 

Presbyterian: When you rearrange the letters: Best in prayer  

Astronomer: When you rearrange the letters: Moon starer  

Desperation: When you rearrange the letters: A rope ends it 

The eyes: When you rearrange the letters: They see 

The Morse code: When you rearrange the letters: Here comes dots  

Slot machines: When you rearrange the letters: Cash lost in me  

A decimal point: When you rearrange the letters: I’m a dot in place 

The earthquakes: When you rearrange the letters: That queer shake  

Eleven plus two: When you rearrange the letters: Twelve plus one 

Election results: When you rearrange the letters: Lies, let’s recount 

Snooze alarms: When you rearrange the letters: Alas, no more z’s 

 
(Source: http://www.venturacountystar.com/news/2009/jan/24/sharing-some-current-
cyber-humor/ ) 
 
====================== 
 
Alabama edition of Windows 2009 
 
It has come to our attention that a few copies of the Windows 2009, Alabama Edition 
may have accidentally been shipped outside of the State Of Alabama. If you have one 
of these, you may need help understanding the commands. The Alabama Edition may 
be recognized by the unique opening screen. It reads: Winders 2009, with a background 
picture of the band, "Alabama" superimposed over a bottle of Chilton County 
moonshine. 
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Please also note: 
The Recycle Bin is labeled "Outhouse" 
My Computer is called "This Dern Contraption" 
Dial Up Networking is called "Good Ol' Boys" 
Control Panel is known as "The Dashboard" 
Hard Drive is referred to as "4-Wheel Drive” 
Instead of an error message, "Duct Tape" pops up 
 
Changes In Terminology In Alabama Edition: 
Cancel--stopdat 
Reset--try'er agin 
Yes--yep 
No--nope 
Find--hunt fer it 
Go to--over yonder 
Back--back yonder 
Help--hep me out here 
Stop--kwitit  
Start--crank'er up 
Settings--settins 
Programs--stuff at duz stuff 
Documents--stuff ah done did 
 
Also note that the Alabama Edition does not recognize capital letters or punctuation 
marks.  
 
Some programs that are exclusive to Winders 2009: 
Tiperiter--a word processing program 
Colerin' Book--a graphics program 
Cyferin' Mersheen--calculator 
Outhouse Paper--notepad 
Inner-net--Microsoft explorer 8.0 
Pitchers--a graphics viewer 
We regret any inconvenience it may have caused. If you have received a copy of the 
Alabama Edition, you may return it to Microsoft for a replacement version. 
 
Signed, 
 
Billy Joe Gates 
 
[Source : http://www.cameraontheroad.com/?p=838 ] 
 
 
========================= 
If you enjoyed this issue and would like to share your comments, please write to Alicia 
Pousada at apousada@uprrp.edu.  


