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================================================================== 
Welcome to the English Academic Technology Bulletin. This publication originating from 
the English Department of the College of Humanities of the University of Puerto Rico, 
Rio Piedras, communicates basic information regarding the use of technology in higher 
education. While the information is applicable to many levels and disciplines, it focuses 
particularly on the teaching of literature, communication, linguistics, and English as a 
Second Language, the fields in which the department offers courses. If you are 
interested in contributing content to the bulletin, please notify Dr. Alicia Pousada 
(apousada@uprrp.edu), the bulletin editor. 
================================================================== 
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======================= 
 
Newbies Corner 
 
Recovering deleted files 
 
One of the worst experiences for a computer user is realizing that you’ve deleted an 
important file and emptied your Recycle Bin. Never fear! The file is still on the hard 
drive, and there are are many ways to recover it. Try these in the order given. 
 
1. Stop using the computer, and turn off any programs and indexing services you may 
have running (e.g. Windows Search, Google Desktop Search, Copernic Desktop 
Search). If you don’t, your deleted files may be written over, and then recovering them is 
much more difficult, if not impossible, via normal means. 
 
2. Try a file recovery program like File Scavenger (www.quetek.com ) or File Undelete 
(www.undelete.com ). These generally retrieve deleted files with ease and are well 
worth the cost involved in purchasing them ($49 and $59.95, respectively). There are 
also a few free file recovery programs available for download (e.g., Recova 
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http://www.piriform.com/recuva,  Easus http://www.easeus-deletedrecovery.com, 
Restoration http://www.majorgeeks.com/Restoration_d4474.html, or NTFS Reader 
http://www.ntfs.com.  If you decide to use them, be sure to download and install them 
onto a jumpdrive, floppy, or CD. Installation of the recovery software onto your hard 
drive will just permanently overwrite your data, and you definitely don’t want that. 
 
3. If you don’t have recovery programs available or if they don’t locate the file in 
question, try looking for the file manually. Check all Temp folders on your hard drive. 
Also check your email (you may have emailed a copy of the file to someone) and your 
camera’s memory card (if it’s a photo file that’s gone missing). 
 
4. If you have a backup program (and everyone should), restore a previous version of 
your hard drive, and your file may be among the files recovered, providing you’ve been 
backing up regularly (daily backups are best). Vista has a built-in backup program that 
allows you to set regular restore points which are very useful in recovering lost files. 
There are numerous effective free backup programs like: Comodo Backup, 
DFIncBackup, SE Backup, File Copy, Areca, Bonkey (for both Windows and Mac), 
Cobian Backup,  JaBack (Windows and Mac), and Mathusalem (Mac only). Just Google 
the names for their website locations. 
 
5. Hopefully, after following all these tips, your lost file will turn up. For the future, 
remember to back up daily, give memorable names to your files, organize your files in 
logical folders to make finding them easy, and consider emptying your Recycle Bin only 
once a day to cut down on impulsive deletes. 
 
================== 
 
Is it down for everybody or is it just me? 
 
If you’re tired of going to a website only to get the dreaded message: 404 or Not Found 
error, which leaves you wondering whether it’s down for everyone or just you, try a 
unique site: http://downforeveryoneorjustme.com . It has one simple function. It tries out 
URLs that you have doubts about and tells you if they’re working. If it turns out they’re 
working and you still can’t get there, then you know you need to check your Internet 
connection or determine if you’re being blocked for some reason. 
 
==================== 
 
Using technology in the classroom  
 
Brilliant things teachers can do with technology 
 
1. Empower students by amplifying their natural abilities in writing debating, language, 
math, etc.  Good teachers help their students harness technology and use technology 
as a propellant, not a crutch. They also use rigorous assessment strategies to test the 
quality of technology-enhanced projects. 
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2. Find and use resources creatively. Good teachers obtain technology for their 
classrooms through personal purchases, grants, business partnerships, community 
contacts, fund-raising, and department budgets. Some even recycle old parts to make 
new devices. 
 
3. Conference with students in real time. Skilled teachers use e-mail, Web sites, online 
grade books, blogs, wikis, and telephone calls to post newsletters, vocabulary lists, 
assessment tools, assignments, grades, calendars, discussion lists, and tips. They read 
and respond to student e-mails and give counseling cybernetically.  
 
4. Connect students to the world. Great teachers allow students to see a bigger world 
and help them both communicate and empathize with other people in it. 
 
5. Learn along with their students. Brilliant teachers accept that their students may know 
more about some aspects of technology than they do and willingly cede authority to 
them in certain matters. 
 
6. Employ the students’ own devices in teaching. Technology wise teachers make use 
of the students’ cell phones, cameras, game devices, iPods/mp3 players, netbooks, 
laptops, and PDAs to carry out surveys, create podcasts of lectures for later review, 
teach complex concepts, create websites, and publish online magazines or blogs. 
 
7. Enjoy technology to the fullest.  They use technology to engage (rather than just 
entertain and bring discovery, excitement, and even fun to the classroom. 
 
Technology won’t magically convert a poor teacher into a good one, but it can make a 
good teacher even better. It can also produce an experience that students remember all 
their lives. 
 
[Source: Johnson, Doug. 2009. Seven Brilliant Things Teachers Do With Technology. 
Education World: 
http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/columnists/johnson/johnson033.shtml ] 
 
========================= 
 
Technology and language teaching 
 
Dennie Hoopingarner (2009) has written an interesting article in Language and 
Linguistics Compass 3 (1) titled “Best practices in technology and language teaching”  
(pp. 222–235).  He states that language teaching can be enhanced by effective uses of 
educational technology. According to the research findings in language acquisition and 
computer-assisted language learning that he reviews, the  best teaching practices see 
technology as a tool that augments input, provides further opportunities for language 
practice, and serves as a foundation for interactive and task-based learning activities. 
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For the complete article, go to: http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-
bin/fulltext/121675554/PDFSTART . 
 
==================== 
 
Having students work with special collections 
 
The tendency on many campuses is to lock away special collections, but The Chronicle 
of Higher Education’s web column The Wired Campus advocates having undergraduate 
and graduate students work with primary sources to learn what research is all about. At 
Yale University Library, students in an urban-studies course, "The Mediated City," 
created annotated digital city guides. In a history class, "Otherwise Engaged: 
Intellectuals, Politics, Education," undergraduates created online narrative exhibits 
illustrating specific historical moments.  For more details, go to the complete article at: 
 
http://chronicle.com/blogPost/Special-
Collectionsas/8490/?sid=wc&utm_source=wc&utm_medium=en  
 
======================= 
 
Windows tips  
 
Making folders private in Windows XP 
 
If you would like a folder on your computer to be completely private, try this: 
 

1. Open My Computer  and double-click the drive where Windows is installed 
(usually drive (C:), unless you have more than one drive on your computer).  
 

2. Double-click the Documents and Settings folder.  
 

3. Double-click your user folder. 
  

4. Right-click the folder in your user profile you want to make private, and then click 
Properties. On the Sharing tab, select the Make this folder private so that only I 
have access to it check box. 

 
Note: If you have Vista, you can do this even more effectively via the Personal Safe. 
 
======================= 
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Mac Nuggets 
 
Customizing the Dock in OS X 
 
The Dock is a nice feature of OS X, but you might not like the way it looks on your 
desktop. No problem! You can change the Dock’s location, size, and magnification. Just 
follow these easy steps. 
  
1. To change the Dock position, size, and magnification: Click on the Apple icon on the 
Finder toolbar, and go to System Preferences� Dock preferences. Alternatively, you 
can hold down the Control key and click on the Dock itself to access Dock preferences.  
 
2. Make the adjustments you want to the Dock by choosing right, bottom, or left location 
and moving the size and magnification sliders.  
 
3. Another technique for adjusting the size of the Dock is to press the Command key 
(⌘). Then click on the Dock and move your mouse. Move towards the center of the 
screen to make the Dock larger and towards the edge to make the Dock smaller. 
 
================ 
 
More Dock Delights 
 
1. Clicking on any item in the Dock brings the item forward, or opens it if it’s not already 
open. This is also the way bring minimized windows out of the Dock.  
 
2. Holding down the Control key while clicking on an item reveals the contextual menu 
for the item. When used on the Dock separator, it reveals Dock preferences. and allows 
you to turn magnification and hiding on or off, change the position of the Dock on 
screen, and change the minimization effect.  
 
3. Holding down the Command key (⌘) while clicking on an item reveals the item in the 
Finder.  
 
4. Holding down both the Command (⌘) and Option keys while clicking on an item 
hides other open items.  
 
5. Pressing the Shift key while dragging the Dock separator changes the Dock’s position 
on the screen (left, bottom, right).  
 
6. Pressing the Option key while dragging the Dock separator resizes the Dock. 
 
7. Pressing the Command key (⌘) while dragging an item to the Dock creates a Dock 
item without moving existing Dock items. This is good for dragging files to a folder icon 
on the Dock.  
===================== 
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Useful sites and downloads 
 
Literary sources on the Web 
 
For a useful and searchable list of links to academic sites on the Internet dealing with 
English and American literature, excluding most single electronic texts, go to: 
http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Lit/ . Note: the list excludes most poetry journals. 
 
The Internet Library of Early Journals, a joint project by the Universities of Birmingham, 
Leeds, Manchester, and Oxford, provides a digital library of 18th and 19th Century 
journals. Go to: http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/ilej/  
 
The History of Literacy website is maintained by the History of Literacy Special Interest 
Group of the International Reading Association.  It contains back issues of the History of 
Reading News and occasional papers on the research into literacy (in .pdf format), as 
well as information about the organization itself and the award it gives for the best thesis 
on the subject of the history of literacy. For more details, go to: 
http://www.historyliteracy.org/  
 
The Electronic Poetry Center of SUNY Buffalo has an innovative website at: 
http://wings.buffalo.edu/epc/ where you can search for poets, poems, blogs, and other 
outlets for poetic expression. 
 
 
========================== 
 
World Digital Library 
 
UNESCO has just launched The World Digital Library (WDL). This site (navigable in 
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish, and Portuguese) makes available 
at no cost important primary sources from different nations and groups around the 
world.  
 
The goals of the WDL are to: 

• Promote international and intercultural contact and understanding; 
• Increase the amount and the variety of cultural content online; 
• Provide vital resources for educators, scholars, students, and general audiences; 
• Enable  the  reduction of the so-called “digital divide” between the “haves” and 

“have-nots” of the world 
 
The WDL contains content about every UNESCO member country in a variety of 
formats and languages and from different time periods. Content is currently contributed 
by 26 institutions in 19 countries, including national libraries. Documents are not 
translated, but rather made available in their original languages. The focus is on 
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manuscripts, maps, rare books, recordings, films, prints, photographs, and architectural 
drawings. 
 
You and your students will find a wealth of information in this new digital resource. Go 
to: http://www.wdl.org/en/ and start browsing! 
 
================ 
 
CAL American Dialects Collection 
 
Some years back, the Center for Applied Linguistics, with help from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, carried out a project called "A Survey and Collection of 
American English Dialect Recordings.” This project amassed 118 hours of recordings of 
all sorts made between 1941 and 1984 in forty-three states, the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, and parts of Canada. The recordings include speech samples, linguistic 
interviews, oral histories, conversations, and excerpts from public speeches taken from 
various archives and collections. These have been digitalized and are now available 
online for public use. In some cases, transcriptions are also available. 
  
All researchers interested in how  speech is related to gender, race, social class, 
education, age, literacy, ethnic background, and occupational group  should take a look 
at this database. The oral history interviews also provide rich data regarding storytelling 
and family histories, holiday celebrations, traditional farming, schools, education, health 
care, and the uses of traditional medicines, race relations, politics, and natural 
disasters. 
 
In 1986, the Center for Applied Linguistics donated its collection of American English 
Dialect Recordings to the Library of Congress, and one had to visit the Library in person 
to access the data. The digitalization and online publication of these resources is an 
unparalleled opportunity for research and classroom teaching. To access the collection, 
go to: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/linguistics/  
 
===================== 
 
Cyberhumor 
 
The deserted island 
 
An inhibited engineer was secluded on a deserted island. After months of living on 
coconuts and bananas, he spotted another survivor emerging from the other side of the 
island.  
 
While he'd slept on the beach and stared at the waves, she'd made a rowboat, a brightly 
painted house with running water, and other amenities.  
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She asked if there was anything he was missing, anything he was lonely for, anything 
that would be nice to have right now.  
 
``Yes, there's something I've yearned for,'' he said. ``But on this island alone for so long, 
it was impossible.''  
 
``Well, now it's not impossible,'' she said, smiling archly.  
 
The man jumped up in excitement.  
 
``You mean, you've figured out a way to check out e-mail here?'' he asked. 
 
======================== 
 
Top 10 Signs That You’re Suffering From Semester Burnout:  
 
10: You pray for the Apocalypse because you just don't feel up to preparing another 
lesson. 
 
9: You alphabetize your CD collection just to avoid reading exam papers.  
 
8: zupi [ti upit gomhrtd pm yjr ecpmg irud erm uip you[r uip [s[ersmg gempt ts; on h 
rkekrp bsrk uip vododpp od epp nerpoi (You put your finger on the wrong keys when 
you write your latest conference paper and don't realize it because your vision is so 
blurred.)  
 
7: You laugh hysterically when a student asks for an incomplete. 
 
6: You realize that you haven’t eaten lunch away from your desk in weeks.  
 
5: You welcome work stoppages, power failures, and hurricanes, so that you’ll be free 
from classes for at least a day and just maybe catch up with overdue work.  
 
4: You spend all of your free time sending e-mail to people, so they know you’re still 
alive somewhere on campus.  
 
3: You think about how relaxing it would be if only you were in the hospital right now. 
 
2: You go to a party and bring your book bag full of papers to correct.  
 
1: You’re so tired that you answer the phone with "Hell" instead of “Hello.” 
 
============================ 
 
If you’ve enjoyed this bulletin or have material that you would like to add to future 
issues, please contact Alicia Pousada at: apousada@uprrp.edu . 


