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================================================================== 
Welcome to the English Academic Technology Bulletin. This publication originating from 
the English Department of the College of Humanities of the University of Puerto Rico, 
Rio Piedras communicates basic information regarding the use of technology in higher 
education. While the information is applicable to many levels and disciplines, it focuses 
particularly on the teaching of literature, communication, linguistics, and English as a 
Second Language, the fields in which the department offers courses. If you are 
interested in contributing content to the bulletin, please notify Dr. Alicia Pousada 
(alicia.pousada@upr.edu), the bulletin editor. 
================================================================== 
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Newbies Corner 
 
Using online antivirus checking programs 
 
While there’s no replacement for a standalone antivirus program, sometimes it’s 
worthwhile running a quick check online to see if everything is OK with the computer 
you’re using. For reviews of four reliable online antivirus programs, go to: 
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/7-reliable-sites-quick-free-anti-virus-scan/ 
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Safety pointers when using public computers 
If you make a habit of using public computers in libraries, Internet cafes, and airports, 
you should follow these points to avoid endangering your personal or financial data. 
 
1. Log out of sites when finished—it’s not sufficient to close the window or surf to 
another address—also disable any automatic login features that save your user name 
and password.  
 
2. Don't leave the computer unattended without closing all windows—the next user may 
be very interested in your sensitive information. 
 
3. Remove all traces of your web activity—use InPrivate browsing (Internet Explorer 8) 
or set Firefox or Chrome to remove all history, temporary files, and passwords before 
you log off your computer 
 
4. Beware of people looking over your shoulder—long-necked snoops often snitch 
sensitive passwords when you’re engrossed in your work—use screen guards or sit 
next to a wall.  
 
5. Don’t use public computers for banking or financial transactions if at all possible. 
Keep in mind that an enterprising thief may have installed a key stroke monitoring 
program in the computer that is mailing him/her your credit card number or bank 
password. 
 
Public computers can be convenient when you’re traveling or lifesavers when your 
computer is down, but you should probably reserve them for researching information 
and reading webmail. And be sure to follow the five tips above. 
 
[Source: http://forums.pcpitstop.com/index.php?/topic/191865-5-safety-tips-for-using-a-
public-computer/= ] 
 
 
Ninite 
When you’ve moved to a new computer or you just want to get a lot of popular freeware 
without too much fuss, try Ninite. This service lets you go to one website to download all 
the best (and safest) freeware we’ve been talking about in this bulletin for years, like 
Chrome, Safari, Opera, Firefox, Skype, Messenger, Google Talk, AOL Instant 
Messenger, iTunes, VLC, Flash, Java, Adobe Air, Adobe Reader, Paint.NET, Picasa 
Photo Manager, OpenOffice, CutePDF, Avast Free Antivirus, Spybot, Dropbox, 
CCleaner, Recuva, and many, many more. Go to: http://ninite.com/ to check out all the 
options. 
 
 
How the Internet works 
If you’ve always wanted to know how the Internet actually does what it does, this 
document is for you. It will give you an overview of the history of the Internet and explain 
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the organizations that make it functional today. Go to: 
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/download-internet-works/ 
 
======================================================= 
  
Using technology in the classroom  
 
Principles of using digital tools in humanities research 
 
Those of us who are beginning to see the possibilities of using digital tools in research 
would do well to keep in mind the basic principles that should underlie our application of 
technology. For a clear explanation of these principles, go to: 
http://nicomachus.net/2010/10/four-principles-of-using-digital-tools-to-assist-humanities-
research/ 
 
Writing bad-ass letters of recommendation 
 
One of our responsibilities as professors is writing letters of recommendation for our 
students as they move on to graduate school, travel programs, or jobs. This can be a 
delight, if the student was truly extraordinary or made commendable progress. It can be 
a chore if the student was only mediocre or if too many requests arrive at the same 
time. It’s also difficult to know how to write a letter that will make the student stand out 
from the crowd. For some excellent suggestions on writing powerful letters of 
recommendation, go to: http://www.natekreuter.net/archives/477 
 
Virtual tours of museums 
An excellent online task for English students of all levels is to have them visit a museum 
and look for specific item or react to the entire collection.  Their reactions can be oral or 
written. Visit the following museums: Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, 
European Virtual Museum, Louvre, and Vatican Museums. For a complete change of 
pace, visit Toyota Automobile Museum. 
 
Virtual tours of historical sites 
Another very productive way to give students an idea of the historical conditions that 
existed during the periods they are studying in class is via virtual tours of historical sites. 
BBC Virtual Tours http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/interactive/virtual_tours/  utilizes 3-D 
imagery and panoramas to allow visitors to experience life in the trenches during World 
War I and II, the working life of a Viking farm, a voyage on Captain Cook’s ship, the 
'Endeavour', tours of the interiors of rooms from different historical periods,  and a walk 
across London Bridge as it would have looked in 1540, among many others.  
 
 
Making the most of Google tools in teaching 
Google has many tools that can be used to facilitate your teaching. Go to: 
http://groups.google.com/group/gteach/web/google-tools-list for an excellent workshop 
on making the most out of Google in your classes.  
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Effect of online courses on low income students 
Online courses have become very attractive to students because they permit work off-
campus during hours convenient to the students. They allow working people to 
complete degrees that would otherwise be out of reach. However, there are now 
indications (from Teachers College at Columbia University) that online courses may be 
detrimental to low income students. Many may have difficulties and fail to complete the 
courses. For details, go to: http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/Publication.asp?UID=846  The 
article discusses the barriers that low-income students may face and also recommends 
certain changes to online education as it is now implemented. 
 
Using e-books in scholarly research 
Now that e-books are beginning to appear with page numbers, using them for research 
purposes is more feasible. For ideas on how to do this, go to: 
http://chronicle.com/blogs/profhacker/ebooks-for-scholarly-
work/31777?sid=wc&utm_source=wc&utm_medium=en 
 
 
Digital Is 
A new resource for writing teachers, this website collects resources, reflections, and 
stories about teaching writing in a digital age. It represents and organizes a developing 
community of contributors, readers, and discussants exploring three key areas: 

• Art/Craft: the art and craft of digital writing 
• Teach/Learn: the teaching and learning of digital writing  
• Provocations: the ideas that provoke new ways of thinking about education and 

culture in the digital age  
The site is full of materials added by educators from Kindergarten through college, 
documenting classroom projects, student work, and useful websites. Readers are 
invited to join the Digital Is community to participate in discussions. For more info, go to: 
http://digitalis.nwp.org/ 
 
============================================== 
 
Windows tips  
 
PC World on Windows  
For lots of tips and explanations of the mysteries of Windows, go to: 
http://www.pcworld.com/topics/windows.html?tk=nl_wvx_h_stdlinks. Learn how 
Windows Explorer works, how to make it work better for you, how Windows has 
changed over the years, and why some of the oddities of Windows exist. 
Best free Windows applications 
Make Use Of has come up with a marvelous page of what they consider to be the best 
Windows applications available at no cost online. These include anti-virus and malware 
removal programs, firewalls, defragmenters, file recovery tools, uninstallers, backup 
apps, system maintenance programs, alternative browsers, email clients, photo editors,  
audio & video tools, tools for enhancing productivity, archive managers, and CD/DVD 
tools. Check them out at: http://www.makeuseof.com/pages/best-windows-software 
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Windows on speed 
Over time, all Windows-based computers slow down. To rejuvenate your computer, try 
some of the tips in this handy guide. It gives you tips on handling fragmentation of data, 
partitioning your hard drive, getting rid of malware, keeping your hard drive clean and 
free of old temporary files, freeing your computer ventilation vents of dust, etc. Go to: 
http://manuals.makeuseof.com.s3.amazonaws.com/MakeUseOf.com_Windows_on_Sp
eed.pdf 
 
======================================= 
 
Mac Nuggets  
 
Guide to Mac automation 
Learn how to automate common tasks on your Mac computer. Among other things this 
document shows you how to: 

1. Use smart folders to manage your files and folders 
2. Using iTunes' smart playlists to organize your music 
3. Find the photo your looking for with iPhoto 
4. Sort your email without any effort, using Mail.app's smart filters and folders 
5. Using Automator to script without any programming knowledge 

Go to:  
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/awesome-automation-guide-mac-users-download/  
 
 
15 control-clicking hints to make you more productive on your Mac 
Bakari Chavanu provides a set of useful tips on using the Control key on your Mac to 
accomplish many functions and cut down on keying. If you have a two-button (“Magic”) 
mouse, as the newest Macs have, you can carry out these functions by using the right 
button, but if you don’t, these tips using the Control key will come in handy. Just hold 
down the Control button while clicking on different things with your mouse.  
 
For the list, go to: 
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/15-controlclicking-hints-productive-mac/ 
 
 
======================================= 
 
Useful sites and downloads  
 
CAL American Dialect Recordings Online 
The CAL Collection of American English Dialect Recordings has been digitalized and is 
now available online. This collection of 118 hours of recorded interviews and other 
speech sources, produced from dialect research and oral history projects and donated 
by the Center for Applied Linguistics to the Library of Congress, serves as a 
clearinghouse of North American dialect samples. To browse through the collection, go 
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to: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/linguistics/.  This is a great resource for 
classes in English dialectology, history of the English language, sociolinguistics, and 
regional American literature. 
 
Max Planck Institute field manuals online 
 
The field manuals and stimulus materials produced by the Language and Cognition 
group at the Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics are now online at: 
 (http://fieldmanuals.mpi.nl/). The site provides bountiful resources for the elicitation of 
semantic material and the collection of verbal behavior in the field contributed by 
linguists working with more than 50 languages and cultures. To access the materials, all 
you have to do is register at no cost. An archiving system is in the works to allow users 
to contribute to the collective enterprise in the near future. 
 
Secunia PSI 
Secunia PSI is a free program that scans your computer to let you know whether your 
programs are up to date. The main dashboard summarizes your computer’s security 
status, including a notification of your overall system score and how it changes from 
week to week. It also keeps you informed regarding how recently patches have been 
applied to your system. This is a nice addition to your computer toolbox and worth 
looking into. Go to: http://www.pcworld.com/downloads/file/fid,67137/description.html 
 
========================================== 
 
Cyberhumor 
 
Words of wisdom 
 
— Some people would kill for a Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
— Borrow money from pessimists. They don’t expect it back. 
 
— Half the people you know are below average. 
 
— Ninety-nine percent of politicians give the rest a bad name. 
 
— A clear conscience is often the sign of a bad memory. 
 
—The early bird may get the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese. 
 
— If everything seems to be going well, you have obviously overlooked something. 
 
— Hard work pays off in the future; laziness pays off now. 
 
— The sooner you fall behind, the more time you’ll have to catch up. 
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Computer t-shirt slogans 
 
1. Computers make very fast, very accurate mistakes  
2. Computers are not intelligent; they only think they are  
3. My software never has bugs. lt just develops undocumented features.  
4. A computer's attention span is as long as its power cord.  
5. The definition of an upgrade: Take old bugs out, put new ones in.  
6. Windows: Just another pane in the glass.  
7. All computers wait at the same speed.  
8. Computer: A device designed to speed and automate errors.  
 
[Source: http://www.vcstar.com/news/2009/jan/24/sharing-some-current-cyber-humor/] 
 
 
Universal grade change form  
   
I think my grade in your course,___________________, should be changed from 
______ to _______ for the following reasons: 
 
__1. The persons who copied my paper made a higher grade than I did. 
__2. The person whose paper I copied made a higher grade than I did. 
__3. This course will lower my Grade Point Average, and I won't get into: 

__Medical School __Graduate School __Dental School  
__4. I have to get an A in this course to balance the F in: _______________. 
__5. I'll lose my scholarship. 
__6. I'm on a varsity sports team, and my tutor couldn't find a copy of your exam. 
__7. I didn't come to class, and the person whose notes I used did not cover the 
material asked for on the exam. 
__8. I studied the basic principles, and the exam wanted every little fact. 
__9. I learned all the facts and definitions, but your exams asked about general 
principles. 
__10. You told us to be creative, but you didn't tell us exactly how you wanted that 
done. 
__11. I was creative, and you said I was just shooting the bull. 
__12. I don't have a reason; I just want a higher grade. 
 
[Source : http://www.unwind.com/jokes-funnies/collegejokes/gradechange.shtml ] 
 
============================ 
If you’ve enjoyed this bulletin or have material that you would like to add to future 
issues, please contact Alicia Pousada at: apousada@uprrp.edu . 


