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============================================================= 
Welcome to the English Academic Technology Bulletin. This monthly 
publication of the English list communicates basic information regarding the 
use of technology in the preparation and imparting of instruction. The 
English list is a close, moderated list restricted to the staff of the 
English Department of the College of Humanities of the University of Puerto 
Rico, Rio Piedras campus and other authorized users. If you are interested 
in subscribing to the English list or contributing content to the bulletin, 
please notify Alicia Pousada (apousada@earthlink.net), the list moderator. 
To post to the list, just Reply to this message. Remember that what you post 
will go to every subscriber. 
 
=========================================================== 
CONTENTS: 
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Newbie Corner (DVDs explained) 
Incorporating Technology Into Your Teaching (On-line library, Knowing Poe, 
conducting Internet research, capturing Internet images for classroom use) 
Mac Nuggets (DAVE, desktop pictures, 1984 On-line magazine) 
Tips For Windows Users (Enable quick StartUp) 
Computer Lingo Demystified (Ethernet, NIC, Net talk) 
Computer Trivia 
Useful Downloads 
Computer Humor 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Within the next few days, the Academic Technology Committee will be 
distributing a survey questionnaire on the use of technology among English 
Department staff.  Please be sure to fill out this questionnaire by March 
21st.   Your responses will help the Committee to respond more effectively 
to department needs in the area of academic technology.  Please leave 
questionnaires in Alicia Pousada's mailbox. 
 
============================================================= 
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NEWBIE CORNER: 
 
Next in our coverage of storage devices: DVDs or digital video discs 
(recently redefined as digital versatile discs). 
 
What makes DVDs different from CDs?  These shiny optical disks look like CDs 
but have an even greater capacity.  While standard CDs hold up to 700 MB of 
data, DVDs store an eye-popping 4.7 GB per side.  That's 8 hours of 
high-quality video or 30 hours of VHS quality video. They have the added 
benefit of being able to capture home entertainment, computer, and business 
information within a single digital format. 
 
They are most familiar to us as the new and preferred format for video 
distribution and offer (along with the expected movie) many extras such as 
interviews with actors and directors, background information regarding the 
subject matter of the film, music videos, interactive games, subtitles in 
various languages, and easy search functions. 
 
Are DVDs going to replace CDs?   The word on the Net is a resounding "yes." 
DVDs are slated to eventually replace audio CDs, videotapes, laserdiscs, 
CD-ROMs, and video game cartridges. DVDs yield near-studio quality video and 
better-than-audio CD sound. 
 
What effect will DVDs have on my home computing?  A CD-RW burner used to 
be the only affordable rewritable optical drive.  However, the wave of the 
future will be the DVD-RW drive, which also reads and writes CD-RWs. Today, 
you can expect to spend about $150 for a top CD-RW drive, but for $150 more, 
you can get a fast, new rewritable DVD drive. Within the next couple of 
years, that price will drop dramatically, if the progress of CD-RW drives is 
any guide. 
 
The CD media are still less expensive per disc than DVD media, but both 2X 
DVD-Rs and 1X DVD-RWs now cost under $2 apiece, making them competitive 
with CD-R/RWs in cost per GB.  The faster DVD-R and RW media are pricier, but 
all DVD media costs are expected to fall very quickly. 
 
What advantages will DVD-RW drives offer me?  DVD-RWs will give you enough 
capacity to record (or copy) a full-length DVD-quality movie, and during 
computer back-ups, they will mean fewer discs to swap, thus saving on shelf 
space both in the computer room and the entertainment center.  If you are 
interested in editing and saving video camera output, large numbers of 
photographs, huge databases, complete websites, or your burgeoning music 
collection, a DVD-RW drive is the way to go. 
 
(Sources:  http://www.dvddemystified.com/dvdfaq.html#1.1 
http://www.pcworld.com/news/article/0,aid,109167,tk,wb021003x,00.asp ) 

http://www.dvddemystified.com/dvdfaq.html
http://www.pcworld.com/news/article/0,aid,109167,tk,wb021003x,00.asp
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INCORPORATING TECHNOLOGY INTO YOUR TEACHING: 
 
On-line Library.  The Alexandria Library Scholars Collective has as its goal 
the linking of all the libraries (brick and mortar plus digital) in the 
world. For more information, go to: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/03/01/arts/01ALEX.html?th=&pagewanted=all&pos
ition=top 
 
 
Knowing Edgar Allen Poe. This is a great, media-rich, electronic field trip 
created by Maryland Public Television.  Visitors interact with the 
literature, life, and times of Poe via visuals, sound effects, music, 
mysteries, and learning exercises.  There is even a virtual tour of early 
19th century Baltimore.  The opening page greets you with the beating of the 
"tell-tale" heart and the squawking of the Raven.  Actor John Astin plays 
the role of Poe in video clips which (along with annotated texts) make Poe's 
life and writing come to life.  Go to: 
http://knowingpoe.thinkport.org/default_flash.asp 
 
Conducting research on the Internet: Knowing how to do research and evaluate 
sources found on the Internet is key to scholarly work nowadays.  For a 
thorough guide and checklist, go to: 
http://library.albany.edu/internet/checklist.html. (This would be great to 
give students, too.) 
 
Capturing images for classroom use: If you would like to save and utilize 
Internet images to illustrate classroom handouts, overhead slides, or 
PowerPoint presentations, here's a site that explains how to do it legally. 
http://library.albany.edu/internet/capture.html 
 
============================================================= 
 
MAC NUGGETS: 
 
You can share file between your Mac and Windows using DAVE.  DAVE allows a 
Mac to share files and printers with resources on a Windows network.  You'll 
need a copy of DAVE for each of the Macs on the network. DAVE can be found 
at www.thursby.com 
 
............................................................................ 
 
 
 
To display a picture on your Mac desktop, follow these easy steps. 
1. In the Finder select Finder -> Preferences.. 
2. Click the Select Picture... button 

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/03/01/arts/01ALEX.html?th=&pagewanted=all&position=top
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/03/01/arts/01ALEX.html?th=&pagewanted=all&position=top
http://knowingpoe.thinkport.org/default_flash.asp
http://library.albany.edu/internet/checklist.html
http://library.albany.edu/internet/capture.html
http://www.thursby.com/
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3. Browse to find a picture file 
4. Click the Choose button 
5. Close the Finder Preferences window 
 
Great desktops for your Mac are available at:  MacDesktops.com 
............................................................................ 
 
If you'd like to have access to lots of Mac tips and information, check out: 
1984 On-line magazine at: 
http://macos.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.1984-
online.com%2F 
 
 
============================================================= 
 
TIPS FOR WINDOWS USERS: 
 
Enable quick startup and disable fast shutdown 
 
There may be days when you have an urgent job to complete but have to 
wait until Windows boots up. Unfortunately, the applications in the StartUp 
folder often take an incredibly long time to load. If this happens to you, 
here's a quickie fix to stop them from loading one at a time. 
 
As Windows starts, wait for the Windows logo to appear. Then press and hold 
[Shift] until Windows stops loading. The programs in the StartUp folder will 
be omitted from the startup procedure, and Windows will load more rapidly 
this particular time. 
 
========================================================= 
COMPUTER LINGO DEMYSTIFIED: 
 
Ethernet: Ethernet is one way to implement a Local Area Network (LAN), a 
computer network that connects a group of computers over a relatively small 
area, such as a college campus.  If you access the Internet from your office 
at the UPR, you are using an Ethernet connection. If you study the plug in 
your office wall, you'll see that it looks very similar to the phone plug 
you have at home, but Ethernet is much faster than dial-up phone line 
access. 
 
NIC: Network Interface Card. The device that allows a computer to connect to 
and communicate with other computers over a network.  You need this card in 
your computer in order to use Ethernet. 
 
Net talk:  Acronyms used in e-mails and chat groups to facilitate rapid 
communication. Some examples are: BFN (Bye for now),  BRB (Be right back), 

http://macos.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.1984-online.com%2F
http://macos.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.1984-online.com%2F
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IMHO (In my humble opinion),  and LOL (Laughing out loud) 
 
(Sources: http://www.tulane.edu/~resnet/content/computerlingo.htm 
http://members.rogers.com/smking/computlngo.htm ) 
 
=========================================================== 
COMPUTER TRIVIA: 
 
One percent of the metal in a PC is gold, specifically chips, circuit 
boards, and connectors. 
 
(Source: Waters, John K. 2000. The everything computer book. Avon, MA: 
Adams Media Corporation.) 
 
********************************************** 
Many people think that one gigabyte equals 1 billion bytes, but actually 
it's 1,073,741,824 Bytes. So 4.3 GB is really 4,617,089,843.2 bytes. 
 
(Source: http://home.attbi.com/~rthamper/html/computer_trivia.htm ) 
 
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
USEFUL DOWNLOADS: 
 
Here are some great download sites: 
 
http://www.webattack.com 
Lots of shareware and freeware of all types. Also helpful tips and visual 
demos of software. 
 
http://www.versiontracker.com 
Find the latest version of whatever driver or utility you need, plus 
upgrades of popular software programs. Services Windows, Mac, and Palm 
operating systems. 
 
http://www.freeserifsoftware.com/serif/pp/pp5/index.asp 
If you would like to try desktop publishing without emptying your wallet, 
PagePlus v5.0 (11.6MB) is available for free for Windows 95, 98, 2000, ME, 
and XP users. The free download comes with 119 wizards, 10 samples, 40 
fonts, 99 animated GIFs, 166 pieces of clipart, and 72 backgrounds. The free 
CD (you only pay for shipping) comes with even more of these features plus 
10 QuickTours. 
 
 

http://www.tulane.edu/~resnet/content/computerlingo.htm
http://members.rogers.com/smking/computlngo.htm
http://home.attbi.com/~rthamper/html/computer_trivia.htm
http://www.webattack.com/
http://www.versiontracker.com/
http://www.freeserifsoftware.com/serif/pp/pp5/index.asp
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:):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):):) 
 
 
COMPUTER HUMOR: 
 
Common computer acronyms reinterpreted by users: 
 
DOS-- Defective Operating System 
CD-ROM-- Consumer Device, Rendered Obsolete in Months 
SCSI-- System Can't See It 
WINDOWS--  Will Install Needless Data On Whole System 
PCMCIA-- People Can't Memorize Computer Industry Acronyms 
 
 
 
(Source: http://members.rogers.com/smking/computlngo.htm) 
 
............................................................................ 
 
 
Words of wisdom in the computer world: 
 
Cann's Axiom: When all else fails, read the instructions. 
 
Demian's Observation: There is always one item on the screen menu that is 
mislabelled and should read "abandon hope all ye who enter here". 
 
Franklin's Rule: Blessed is the end user who expects nothing, for he/she 
will not be disappointed. 
 
(Source: http://hammer.prohosting.com/~penz/computer/trivia.htm ) 
 
 

http://members.rogers.com/smking/computlngo.htm
http://hammer.prohosting.com/~penz/computer/trivia.htm

