
Beckett and Pinter 

English 6447 

Every word is like an unnecessary stain on silence and nothingness.

 

I made a terrible mistake when I was young, I think, from which I've never really recovered.
I wrote the word "pause" into my first play.

The course will focus on the plays and dramatic theories of Samuel Beckett and Harold Pinter beginning with 

identification with the existential/absurdist movements and following their dramatic paths as they became more popular and 

mainstream.   We will be reading from the plays as well as staging scenes in addition to conducting individual research

their dramatic work. 

Some Readings:  

Morrison, Kristin.  Canters and Chronicles: the Use of Narrative

Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 1986.

Merritt, Susan Hollis.  Critical Strategies and the Plays 

Raby, Peter., ed.  The Cambridge Companion to Harold Pinter

Assorted Plays by both Samuel Beckett and Harold Pinter
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identification with the existential/absurdist movements and following their dramatic paths as they became more popular and 

.   We will be reading from the plays as well as staging scenes in addition to conducting individual research

Canters and Chronicles: the Use of Narrative in the Plays of Samuel Beckett and Harold Pinter

Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 1986. 

and the Plays of Harold Pinter.  Durham, NC:   Duke University Press, 1990.

Harold Pinter.  Cambridge University Press, 2001. 
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Every word is like an unnecessary stain on silence and nothingness.    

  

I made a terrible mistake when I was young, I think, from which I've never really recovered. 

 

The course will focus on the plays and dramatic theories of Samuel Beckett and Harold Pinter beginning with their 

identification with the existential/absurdist movements and following their dramatic paths as they became more popular and 

.   We will be reading from the plays as well as staging scenes in addition to conducting individual research on 

Plays of Samuel Beckett and Harold Pinter. 

Duke University Press, 1990. 

c_olsen@onelinkpr.net  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


