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I.  Course Description      
INGL 3315 is a practical course directed in its entirety toward the improvement of the 
understanding and pronunciation of American English (AE). It provides students the tools, tips, 
theory as well as the techniques to assist them in speaking English in a clear and accurate 
manner. The course provides students with a variety of activities and tasks which involve both 
academic and everyday spoken English, with the aim of increasing their working knowledge of  
a five-part structure, namely vowels, consonants, syllables and stress in words, rhythm, and 
intonation.                                                       
Textbook: Lane, Linda (2005). Focus on Pronunciation 3. NY: Longman, Pearson Group 
                    
II. Course Objectives:  At the end of the course students will be able to 

1. observe improvement of their understanding of spoken American English 
2. emphasize particular areas of difficulty in fluid oral expression 
3. improve their pronunciation of American English 
4. gain greater ease and confidence in oral expression  
5. overcome specially difficult aspects of the pronunciation of American English to 

speakers of Puerto Rican Spanish 
6. improve their skills in the elimination of stigmatizing pronunciation of American 

English 
7. become more aware of common pronunciation problems   
8. improve listening skills    
9. contribute in an effective manner to the inclusion of fellow students with special 

needs in the classroom and group work  
 

III. Teaching Strategies   
A communicative approach is used at all times in class. Activities emphasize a great deal of 
interaction and active participation. They include: 

• work in small groups 
• pronunciation practice 
• watching and discussing video segments 
• formal / informal talk on a wide variety of topics  
•  role-plays 
• creative exercises / activities to be presented in spontaneous fashion 

 



IV.  Tentative Class Schedule  
Date(s) Topics / Class work 

 
January 21 

Course Introduction / Discussion of 
Syllabus / Ice breaker activities 

January 26 – February 23(four 
weeks) 

Ice breaker activities 
Part I – The Vowels of AE 

February 25 Test I 
March 2 – March 31 (four weeks) Part II - The Consonants of AE 

March 30 Test II 
April 1 – May 4 (seven weeks) Word and sentence stress of AE  

(two weeks) 
The rhythm of AE  (three weeks) 
The intonation patterns of AE  (two 
weeks) 

May 6 Test III 
 
 
 
V.  Course Requirements and Evaluation         

1. Attendance: Students are expected to attend class each day and also arrive on time. 
    Students will receive a 100 point attendance grade at the end of the semester. Each  
    absence to any class signifies a reduction of seven (7)  points for this grade: 

0 absences = 100% 
1 absence = 93% 
2 absences = 86% 
3 absences = 79%  
4 absences = 72% 
etc.   

Students have made a personal commitment to all of their college courses and, 
therefore, can fully benefit from them only by attending each day. Only serious illness, 
the loss of a family member or other extremely serious circumstances will be considered 
as a valid excuse for absences. Punctuality is also very important. Frequent lateness will 
contribute to a reduction in the attendance grade! This policy will be strictly enforced. 
Tests and oral presentations have the following values: 100 pts. for tests and 50 pts. for 
oral presentations. Both are always announced in advance. Students must be present for 
each test / presentation. Only a very serious emergency will be accepted in the case of a 
make-up exam. If not, a grade of 0 will be given.  Make-up tests, given only under these 
circumstances, will be somewhat different from those taken by the group.   

 
2. There will be frequent individual oral presentations assigned based upon a variety of 

topics which arise during the course of the semester. (50 pts.)  
 

3. Three (3) tests  
 

4. A full (100 pt.) grade based on each student’s class participation, daily performance, and 
effort will be given at the conclusion of the semester.    
 



5. Assignments: a cumulative grade over the course of the semester will be given. In order 
to receive due credit for every assignment, students must be present in class on the day it 
is due. NO assignment should be left in the professor’s mail box nor e-mailed! Therefore, 
an absence on the day the assignment is due receives a grade of 0. 

 
6. Students are asked to always have the following materials in class: their text books, some 

loose-leaf paper, a small notebook designated for this course, and a pen.     
 

7. Students are requested to keep their cell phones off or on vibrate while class is in session. 
 

 
 
VI.  Office Hours 
       Office #12 Pedreira (English Department – basement) 

Mondays: 10:00 – 1:00  
Tuesdays: 9:00 - 2:00 
Wednesdays: 10:00 – 1:00  
Thursdays: 9:00 - 2:00 
Fridays: by appointment   
dupey.robert49@gmail.com 

             
           
 
Important Notice: In accordance with the recommendation of the Dean of Students Office (Division for 
Persons with Disabilities), students who are clients of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation must contact the 
professor at the beginning of the semester in order to make arrangements for reasonable  accommodations 
and for any necessary auxiliary equipment.  Other students with special needs who require any kind of 
assistance or reasonable accommodations should also contact the professor. Alternative evaluation methods 
will be provided to students with  identified special needs. 
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