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F. Course Description: English 6059: Current Trends in Literary Criticism and Theory (Post -
Colonial Ecologies, Caribbean Literature and the Environment) takes an interdisciplinary 
approach to Caribbean theory and literary studies, from post-colonial to the eco-critical. Students 
will engage postcolonial literary, environmental, and cultural theories to re-conceptualize, read, 
and interpret Caribbean literature. Theoretical postulations advanced in some of the following 
texts will be engaged:  DeLoughrey, Elizabeth M, Renée K. Gosson, and George B. Handley, 
eds. Caribbean Literature and the Environment Between nature and Culture, DeLoughrey, 
Elizabeth and George B. Handley, eds. Postcolonial Ecologies: Literatures of the Environment, 
Clark, Timothy. The Cambridge Introduction to Literature and the Environment,  Rust,  
Stephen, Salma Monani, and Sean Cubitt, eds.  Ecocinema Theory and Practice, Goodbody, 
Axel and Kate Rigby, eds. Ecocritical Theory : New European Approaches, Ruether, Rosemary 
Radford, ed. Women Healing Earth: Third World Women on Ecology, Feminism and Religion. 
This will be followed by practical applications of the theories to selected Caribbean literary texts 
that include fiction, poetry, drama, documentaries, etc.   

G. Lecture Schedule: 

Week1:  (August 12, 2013): Class Cancelled 

Week 2: (August 20th, 2013): Introduction to Main Issues in Caribbean Literature and Ecology 
and syllabus. 

Weeks 3:  (August 27th, 2013):  Life and Debt: (also compare Smile Orange by Trevor Rhone. ) 
Documentary narrated by Jamaica Kincaid. An examination of the socio-cultural and ecological 
consequences of European colonialism and the rise of plantation economies in the Caribbean will 



be done. In what ways does the concept of El Dorado lead to a destructive colonization and 
subsequent occupation and settlement of these islands by Europeans, who enslaved the 
indigenous peoples, Africans, and later indentured Asians also created socio-cultural and 
environmental disharmonies? Through a reading of Graham Huggan and Helen Tiffin, eds. 
Postcolonial Ecocriticism : Literature, Animals, Environment, we shall explore topics such as the 
links between colonialism as cultural imperialism (in which are embedded religious bigotry, 
moral superiority complexes, predatory sexuality, etc. ), and ecological imperialism and 
postcolonial literatures and theory, aesthetics, activism, and advocacy. We shall also explore how 
the concepts of cultural and economic imperialism create contradictory issues such as the IMF 
and World Bank concepts of development, ecological destruction, tourism as entitlement, 
Caribbean social-cultural and ecological commodification and degradation, ecological 
imperialism, loss of land and agricultural sustainability versus dumping. (Compare with:  A 
Small Place by Jamaica Kincaid.) 

Week 4: (September 3rd, 2013): Understanding the history of ecological, racial, cultural 
(spiritual, linguistic, familial, performances, gender and social), and economic violence against 
the Caribbean  and explaining through the appropriation of postcolonial literary theory Caribbean 
creative acts of resistance, recovery, adaptation, consolidation, commodification, contradictions, 
to these acts of terror, continued up to today from neocolonialism and globalization. Reading 
from DeLoughrey, Elizabeth M, Renée K. Gosson, and George B. Handley, eds. Caribbean 
Literature and the Environment Between nature and Culture:  
Benitez-Rojo, Antonio. “Sugar & the Environment in Cuba”. Pp. 33-50. Print. 
Walcott, Derek. “Isla Incognita.” Pp. 51-57. Print. 
Dabydeen, Cyril. “Shaping the Environment: Sugar Plantation, or Life after Indentured Labor.” 
Pp. 58-69. Print. 
Jackson, Shona N. “Subjection and Resistance in the Transformation of Guyana’s Mytho-
Colonial Landscape.” Pp. 85-98. Print. 
Braziel, Evans Jana. “`Caribbean Genesis:’ Language, Gardens, Worlds (Jamaica Kincaid, Derek 
Walcott, Edouard Glissant).” Pp. 110-126. Print. 
Paravisini-Gerbet, Lizabeth. “`He of the Trees’: Nature, Environment, and Creole Religiosities in 
Caribbean Literature.”  Pp. 182-196. Print 
Jaffe, Rivke. “A View from the Concrete Jungle: Diverging Environmentalism in the Urban 
Caribbean.”  New West Indian Guide / Nieuwe West-Indische Gids vol. 80 no. 3 & 4 (2006):221-
243. Print/  
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/bitstream/handle/1887/13956/NWIG%20Rivke%20Jaffe.pdf?se
quence=1 
 



 

Week 5: (September 10th, 2013): More on the same issues as week 4. Readings from: 
DeLoughrey, Elizabeth M, Renée K. Gosson, and George B. Handley, eds. Caribbean Literature 
and the Environment Between nature and Culture:  
Tiffin, Helen. “Man Fitting the Landscape’, Nature, Culture, and Colonialism.” Pp. 199-212. 
Print. 
Prieto, Eric. “The Uses of Landscape: Ecocriticism and Martinican Cultural Theory.” Pp. 236-
246. Print. 
Maes-Jenilek, Hena. “From Living Nature to Borderless Culture in Wilson harris’s Work.” Pp. 
247-260. Print. 
From:	  DeLoughrey, Elizabeth and George B. Handley, Eds.  Postcolonial Ecologies: Literatures 
of the Environment: 
DeLoughrey, Elizabeth M, Renée K. Gosson, and George B. Handley. “Introduction: Toward an 
Aesthetics of the Earth.” Pp. 3-42. Print. 
Benson, LeGrace. “Haiti’s Elusive Paradise.” Pp. 62-79. Print. 
Savory, Elaine. “Towards Caribbean Ecopoetics: Derek Walcott’s Language of Plants.” Pp. 80-
98. Print. 
Paravisini-Gerbet, Lizabeth. “Deforestation and the Yearning for Lost Landscapes in Caribbean 
Literature." Pp. 99-116. Print. 
 
Week 6: (September 17th, 2013): Texaco. Alienation from Nature as a form of psychosis, f rom 
plantation  economies to oil-soaked favelas: Different forms of environmental, cultural, and 
personal alienations. Story telling as psycho-somatic and cultural healing from the histories of 
trauma in slavery and post-manumission despair caused by new economic exploitation, 
landlessness, and ecological imperialism, Patrick  Chamoiseau’s Texaco. (Practice writing of a 
250 words abstract for a conference based on the readings so far). 

Week 7: (September 24th, 2013): Masters of the Dew. Balance between humans and non-
humans: Representing harmony of Nature, Environment, and Creole Religiosities as necessary 
for human for survival. Issues of social and environmental sustainability, social and ecological 
desertification and reforestation will be discussed in Jacques Roumain’s Masters of the Dew. 

Week 8: (October 1st, 2013): The Ventriloquist’s Tale. Pre-Colonial, Colonial, neo-imperial 
Caribbean Environment and Literature. Issues of Caribbean indigenous cosmogonies and their 
struggle against cultural, religious, and moral imperialism are considered. The threat of cultural 
disarticulation and  environmental destruction yields counter-narratives of resistance that 
becomes pan-indigenous linking the histories of indigenous peoples of South and North 
Americas. The new type of cultural bibbers, academics, shady investors, and religious zealots 
compound the issues of the mytho-poetic landscape of Guyana. Here we read Pauline Melville’s 
The Ventriloquist’s Tale.  



 

Week 9: (October 8th, 2013): Cereus Blooms at Night. From Post-Colonial Caribbean 
Environmentalism to Caribbean eco-feminist narratives: the historical links between femininity 
and nature, between nurture and mother nature, between women as oppressed and undervalued 
until absent, lead to literatures by Caribbean women about female resistance to both domestic 
and social terrorism. The image of the wild garden as a reflection of the psychotic states women 
are driven to, but in the garden they connect with nature in its pure state and achieve a balance. 
Some of these issues are discussed in Shani Mootoo’s Cereus Blooms at Night. Issues of gender 
performance and transgressed female behavior set the tone of the narrative in which nature plays 
a central role.    

Week 10: (October 15th, 2013): Return to Arcadia. Nature and Madness: Alienation, 
deracination, gender confusion, racism, exile, madness, return, spirituality, healing. These are the 
issues that Hubert Nigel Thomas deals with in his novel: Return to Arcadia. The history of 
cultural confusion, rape, denial, and Caribbean African derived spirituality are engaged in the 
search for balance with the natural environment toward a balance in the life of the individual. 
The constant interference from the new imperial  centers and the retreat to nature as a mode of 
resistance and recovery. 

Week 11: (October 22nd, 2013):	  A Cafecito’s Story. Eco-racism, Paradise, Tourism, Trash, 
Neo-colonialism: Life & Debt by Stephanie Black and narrated by Jamaica Kincaid. 
Unsustainable agricultural practices, economic imperialism, neo-plantation economies and the 
world of mono-cropping to satiate the appetites of foreign tastes. The diaspora Caribbean  
advocating for the use of arable lands for cash crops rather than food, and also worries about 
birds from the temperate climate coming to holiday in the Caribbean like the human flocks . Julia 
Alvarez’s short novel, A Cafecito Story is set against the reality of  food dumping in the 
Caribbean to encourage the production of cash crops such as coffee and sugar. We shall read this 
story together with Life and Debt narrated by Jamaica Kincaid and A Small Place.  (Abstract for 
Final paper due) 

Week 12: (October 29th, 2013): In the palm of Darkness. Narratives of the propagation and 
extinction of species (animals, plants, insects, etc.) in the Caribbean; Natures’ mysterious forces 
(hurricanes, earthquakes, volcanoes, floods, etc.) governing the Caribbean natural and social 
environments and determining the fate of all living things in the Caribbean. This is brilliantly 
done by Mayra Montero in her novel: In the palm of Darkness. The novel also looks at Cuba’s 
complicated history of cultural symbiosis and deals with issues of love and rivalry, things that 
can usher in harmony and continuity or lead to hatred and chaos.  



 

Week 13: (November 5th, 2013): Recalling the pastoral, controlling the native species, pillaging 
and polluting the natural resources, substitution and death of native species, deforestation, etc. 
Selection from John A. Murray’s The Islands and the Sea: Five Centuries of Nature Writing 
from the Caribbean. 

Week 14: (November 12th, 2013): “Erzelue”, by Pauline Melville  and contemporary Caribbean 
short fiction and the environment: Selection from Stewart Brown’s The Oxford Book of 
Caribbean Short Stories.  

Week 15: (November 19th, 26th , 2013): Writing final term paper. 

Week 16: (December 3rd, 2013): Final paper Due. 

 

I. Teaching Strategies: The pedagogical strategies to be used will primarily include: 
lectures, seminars, videos, discussions on Blackboard when necessary, among others.   

Class Attendance and Participation: Active participation in class discussion is not optional; it 
is required. You should not just be in the habit of periodically attending class and/or barely 
uttering a word in seminars.  

Seminar Presentations: Each Student is expected to give two oral presentations lasting no more 
than Twenty minutes per seminar. 

Absences: Students who miss more than 4 periods without prior written permission or a medical 
certificate should not hope to pass the course. 

Late Assignments: only with permission from Professor. 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is intellectual theft, and therefore will not be tolerated. A student that 
plagiarizes gets an F grade. The student will be reported to the appropriate University authorities 
to be dealt with according to University regulations on plagiarism.  Plagiarism can involve 
downloading essays from the internet, copying from books without acknowledgment, etc.  Be 
sure that you will be found out. 

Cell Phones and Beepers, IPADs: Students must turn these off during class hours, and there 
should be no texting or Facebooking, twittering or any other social media interferences during 
class. Not only is it disrespectful to other students but to the professor, and this will result in 
reduction of participation grade.  

 



J.  Required Resources: Access to all UPR library facilities, electronic search and on-
line access, and internet access. When necessary, TV/VCR/DVD will be used for some class 
sessions. 

K.        Methods of Evaluation:  

The following evaluation criteria will be used:   

One 6 pages papers (1000-1250 words), typed, double space   20% 

2 Seminar Presentations:         40% 

Class Attendance and Participation       10%      

Final paper (15-20 pages double spaced, 12 points font size, Times New Roman,  

well documented):         30%   

Total:           100% 

 

L.      Grading System: A, B, C, D, F 

 

M.     Required Texts: (Subject to change) 

 Primary Texts: 

Patrick Chamoisseau. Texaco. 
Nigel Hubert Thomas. Return to Arcadia.  
Shani Mootoo. Cereus Blooms at Night.  
Mayra Montero. In the Palm of Darkness. 
Jacques Romain. Masters of the Dew. 
Julia Alvarez. A Cafecito Story. 
Pauline Melville. The Ventriloquist’s Tale. 
Jamaica Kincaid. A Small Place/ Life and Debt. 
John A. Murray. The Islands and the Sea: Five Centuries of Nature Writing from the Caribbean 
Steward Brown, ed. The Oxford Book of Caribbean Short Stories. 
  



 

Secondary and Theoretical Texts:  
DeLoughrey, Elizabeth M, Renée K. Gosson, and George B. Handley, eds. Caribbean Literature 
and the Environment Between nature and Culture,  
DeLoughrey, Elizabeth and George B. Handley, eds. Postcolonial Ecologies: Literatures of the 
Environment,  
Graham Huggan and Helen Tiffin. Postcolonial Ecologies Literature, Animals, Environment. 
 

Working Bibliography: 

Lawrence Buell. The Future of Environmental Criticism: Environmental Crisis and Literary  
Imagination. 
Lawrence Buell.	  Writing for an Endangered World: Literature, Culture, and Environment in the  
US and Beyond. 
Clark, Timothy. The Cambridge Introduction to Literature and the Environment,   
Rust, Stephen, Salma Monani, and Sean Cubitt, eds.  Ecocinema Theory and Practice,  
Goodbody, Axel and Kate Rigby, eds. Ecocritical Theory : New European Approaches,  
Ruether, Rosemary Radford, ed. Women Healing Earth: Third World Women on Ecology, 
Feminism and Religion. 
Greg Garrard. Ecocriticism: the New Critical Idiom. 
Cheryl Glotfley and Harold Fromm. The Ecocriticism Reader: landmarks in Literary Ecology.  
 

(Students are expected and seriously encouraged to make use of journal articles for both 
their seminars and final paper. Journal articles can easily be accessed from your computer 
through Lazarro’s journals on line subscription. You can also search other websites that 
are of academic repute. Please do not cite Wikipedia. You must also endeavor to use ideas 
from other sources to read the texts and do not spend your time looking for exact 
discussions on the primary texts about the environment. Say for example you are thinking 
of doing something on the Wapasiana in The Ventriloquist’s Tale and their traditional 
ways of environmental consciousness, you will then have to look up what people have 
written about indigenous communities in Australia, New Zealand, Canada, USA, Latin 
America, and the apply some of the theoretical postulations garnered from there to your 
reading. Do not hesitate to come to me for help. I am there for you. Enjoy.)   


