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COURSE OUTLI�E 

University of Puerto Rico/Rio Piedras Campus 

Faculty of Humanities/English Department/Doctoral Program in English 

 

Course Title, �umber, Credit Hours:  INGL 8106 (OU1): Language and Power: The 

Construction of Socio-Political Discourse in the Caribbean and Beyond, 45 Hours/3 

Credits August - December 2010 

 

Meeting Time and Place:   Saturday 1:00-3:50pm; place to be determined 

 
Professor:  Dr. Nicholas G. Faraclas 

Office/Office Hours: Pedreira 4 Saturday 12 - 1 pm and 4-6pm, or by appointment 

Telephone:  787-764-0000 ext. (1) 2035  email: nickfaraclas@yahoo.com 

 

Course Description:  The increasing realization that language shapes not only our perception of reality but 

also the very nature of reality as we experience it has had a profound effect on all branches of the 

humanities and the social sciences over the past few decades.  This course is a survey of the growing body 

of academic work that focuses on the role of language in the construction of socio-political discourses and 

systems in the Caribbean and beyond, written by specialists from a wide spectrum of disciplines, including: 

linguistics, communication, literary criticism, philosophy, history, political science, sociology, 

anthropology, economics, psychology, education, ethnic studies, and gender studies. 

 

Due to the fact that linguists have devoted most of their attention over the past century to the formal aspects 

of language, the study of the role of language in the construction of the discourses that define our lives has 

only recently become a part of the linguistics curriculum in most universities.  This lack of attention to the 

link between language and the power to create socio-political realities is unfortunate not only because it 

decontextualizes the study of language but also because it ignores the aspects of linguistic inquiry which 

are often of most interest to scholars in the other disciplines of the humanities and the social sciences.  This 

course is designed both to fill this gap in the linguistics component of the Doctoral Program in English and 

to further the continuing efforts of the English department to place the study of language in a 

multidisciplinary and Caribbean context.  

 

Course Objectives: By the end of the course, the students will be able 

1) To identify and describe specific types of social interaction in which language shapes human 

experience and perception of reality. 

2) To conduct research on the processes whereby language is used to establish and perpetuate socio-

political systems, particularly in the Caribbean. 

3) To explain how language is used to challenge discourses and how it is used to create alternative 

discourses of resistance and to identify concrete instances of such resistance in the Caribbean 

region and Latin America. 

4) To analyze the dynamics of how dominant languages and cultures are propagated and of how this 

process is resisted through pidginization and creolization in the Caribbean. 

5) To critically analyze how language is used in the media to influence public opinion. 

6) To recognize and actively question the extent to which how we ‘know’ and what we consider to be 

‘objective’ scientific fact are based on linguistic constructs that are designed to establish and 

preserve asymmetric power relations.   

7) To critically question the language that underpins such concepts as ‘gender’, ‘race’, civilization’, 

development’ and ‘globalization’ as they are generally understood and used in the Caribbean and 

beyond. 

8) To make the process of the lifelong cultivation of the practice of critical questioning of discourses 

an ongoing one in their daily lives. 

9) To conduct research on the discourses they live by, and participate in social change by making the 

process of the lifelong creation of alternative discourses an ongoing one in their daily lives. 

10)  To contribute in an effective way to the integration of fellow students with special challenges and 

needs into the learning environment. 
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11)  To participate in team work designed to make necessary adjustments for the inclusion of students 

with special challenges and needs. 

 

Textbook:  Burke, Lucy , Tony Crowley, and Alan Girvin. 2000.   The Routledge Language and Cultural 

Theory Reader, First edition. 

 

Course Content and calendar (subject to change):  

 

Weeks 1 and 2 (6 Class Hours): Language and Reality: The role of language in the perception and 

shaping of the physical, psychological, social, and political realities that make up our lives.  

Readings/Excerpts from van Dijk (2004); de Saussure (1916); Whorf (1940). Video: Noam Chomsky ‘The 

Manufacturing of Consent’. 

 

Week 3 (3 Class Hours):  Language, Information, and Hegemony.  An exposé of how the media and other 

official sources of information use language to influence public opinion in the Caribbean and beyond. 

Analysis of articles from local newspapers and other media.  Readings/Excerpts from Barthes (1957); van 

Dijk (2004).  

 

Week 4 (3 Class Hours): Discourses of Domination.  An exploration of the ways that language is utilized 

to establish and perpetuate systems and relations of dominance in society.  Readings/Excerpts from 

Gramsci (1929-1935); Bakhtin (1934-5). 

 

Week 5 (3 Class Hours):  Discourses of Resistance:  How the languages and discourses of domination are 

deconstructed and how language is used to construct discourses of resistance, with particular focus on the 

Caribbean and Latin America.  Readings/Excerpts from Esteva (2001); Brathwaite (1984); Von Werlhof 

(2001). 

 

Week 6 (3 Class Hours):  The Pidginization and Creolization of Language and Culture:  How discourses 

are constructed to facilitate the imposition of dominant languages and cultures and how these dominant 

discourses, languages and cultures have been creatively and democratically transformed (especially in the 

Caribbean region) through the processes of pidginization and creolization.  Readings/Excerpts from 

Linebaugh (2000); Faraclas (2005); Wa Thiong’o (1986). 

 

Week 7 (3 Class Hours):  Language and the Construction of Discourses of Science and Knowledge.  How 

language is used to validate and invalidate particular ways of thinking, knowing, and analyzing experience.  

How scientific paradigms are artifacts of socio-political systems.  Readings/Excerpts from Foucault (1970); 

Derrida (1968); Alvares (1995). 

 

Week 8 (3 Class Hours):  Language and Gender:  An examination of the deployment of language in the 

construction of gendered categories and relations in society.  Readings/Excerpts from Spender (1980); Mies 

(2001); Irigaray (1977). 

 

Week 9 (3 Class Hours):  Language and the Concept of ‘Civilization’.  A critical analysis of the various 

discourses used to propagate the notion of  ‘Western Civilization’ and the effect that these discourses have 

had on the Caribbean.  Readings/Excerpts from Fanon (1952); Kachru (1986). 

 

Week 10 (3 Class Hours):  Language and Race.  How language has been utilized in the Caribbean and 

elsewhere both to create and to question racial categories and discourses.  Readings/Excerpts from Roberts 

(1985); Dabydeen (1990). 

 

Week 11 (3 Class Hours):  Language and ‘Development’.  An investigation of the uses of language in the 

field of economics, with particular focus on the Dominant Discourses of Development being promoted in 

the Caribbean and the rest of the Majority World (i.e. ‘Third World’).  Readings/Excerpts from Esteva 

(1992); Shiva (2001). 
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Week 12 (3 Class Hours):  Language and Globalization.  A deconstruction of the discourses that have 

typified the ongoing process of enclosures which constitute the waves of globalization that have resulted in 

such phenomena as slavery, colonization, and plantation economics in the islands of the Caribbean and the 

Pacific. Readings/Excerpts from  Sachs (1992);Galeano (2000). 

 

Weeks 13 and 14 (6 Class Hours):  Critical Literacy or ‘Reading and Writing Life’:  How to take control 

of the discourses we live by.  Critically analyzing dominant discourses and creating new discourses that 

serve our own interests instead.  Readings/Excerpts from Faraclas (1993); Harris (1999). 

 

Week 15 (3 Class Hours):  General Review and Presentations of Summaries of Research Projects. 

 

TOTAL for 15 Weeks: 45 Class Hours/3 Credit Hours 

 

Teaching Strategies:   As much as possible a participatory, student centered pedagogy will be used in this 

class, with students actively engaged in learning processes whereby they can use their existing knowledge 

to shed light on areas of understanding about language which they may not have previously explored, 

through the use of such methods as discussion, Socratic questioning, group work, fieldwork, active 

research, lectures, textual analysis, critical analysis of audio visual materials, etc. 

 

Students with access to Vocational Rehabilitation Services should contact the professor at the beginning of 

the semester in order to plan any special arrangements and equipment necessary in accordance with the 

recommendations of the Office of Challenged Students’ Affairs (OAPI) in the office of the Dean of 

Students.  In addition, any students with special needs or who require any type of assistance or special 

arrangements should contact the professor. 

 

Suggested Methods of Evaluation: Evaluation procedures will be decided in consultation with students 

and  adjusted for students with special needs.   

 Class participation    10% 

  10 Response Papers    30%   

  1 Annotated Bibliography Project   30% 

4 Assignments     30%   

 

Grading System:  A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69%; F=0-59% 

 

Suggested Course Groundrules:   
1) Attendance: 2 unexcused absences will lower the course final mark by 10%. 

2) Tardiness: 3 arrivals 15 minutes or more after class begins=1 unexcused absence. 

3) Late assignments: Late assignments must be handed in before the next Wednesday after the due 

date, otherwise 10 points will be deducted from the mark. 

4) Plagiarism: After an investigation, serious cases of plagiarism will result in a mark of zero. 

5) Beepers and cellphones: Must be set on vibrate.  Numbers may be checked for emergencies.  In 

cases of real emergency, calls may be answered in the corridor.  
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