
INGL 3375:  Gay and Lesbian Narratives 
Fall Semester 2003 

Monday/Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.-12:50 p.m. 
SGG 021 

 
 

“Morality is simply the attitude we adopt toward people whom we personally dislike.” 
--Oscar Wilde, An Ideal Husband 

 
“You’re neither unnatural, nor abominable, nor mad; you’re as much a part of nature as 

anyone else; only you’re not explained as yet--you’ve not got your niche in creation.” 
--Radclyffe Hall, The Well of Loneliness 

 
Instructor:       Dr. Tony Slagle 
Office:   8 Pedreira 
Office Hours:    Monday/Wednesday 1:00-2:00, Tuesday 3:30-4:30, or by 

appointment 
Telephone:    (787) 764-0000 x3811 
E-Mail:      tslagle@earthlink.net 
 
Course Description:  This course is an introduction to narratives written by and about 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender (GLBT) persons.  In discussing these texts, we 
will explore the representation of sexuality in language, the development of GLBT and 
queer politics, and the intersection of political, literary and rhetorical goals. 
 
Course Objectives: 
 
At first glance, the title of this course, “Gay and Lesbian Narratives,” might seem 
straight-forward (pun intended, of course).  Upon reflection, however, you might begin to 
ask yourself, “What exactly does gay and lesbian literature entail?”  Is it literature written 
by a gay man or a lesbian woman?  It is literature that deals exclusively with gay and 
lesbian themes?  Is it literature that gay men and lesbian read?  We might answer yes 
to all three of these questions.  We would not, though, as you might imagine, be at the 
end of our query.  Other significant questions might present themselves:  Can a straight 
person write gay/lesbian literature?  Can a straight person read gay/lesbian literature?  
Again, we could answer yes to both of these questions.  As we continue to think about 
these issues, the questions multiply:  Does gay literature have anything in common with 
either lesbian literature or straight literature?  Is it necessary to make these distinctions 
at all?  Should literature be catalogued, classified, categorized, defined, identified, or 
labeled?  Should people?  What about literature that existed before the terms gay or 
straight were coined?  Can a work be homoerotic without being gay/lesbian?  (Throw 
the word queer into the mix, and these issues are complicated further.)  By the way, are 
you confused yet? 
 
By the end of the semester, students who have successfully completed the assignments 
and participated fully in the discussions should:  (1) have a greater understanding of 



English 3375, Fall 2003 
Page 2 

 
GLBT/queer literature, (2) be able to discuss the issues raised in the texts from an 
informed and critical perspective, (3) be able to discuss the relation of literary works to 
cultural and political issues, and (4) be able to write critical essays focusing on the 
issues addressed in the texts. 
 
Required Texts: 
 
Forster, E. M.  (1987).  Maurice.  New York:  W. W. Norton. 
 
Brown, R. M.  (1998).  Rubyfruit Jungle.  New York:  Bantam Books. 
 
Kaufman, M.  (2001).  The Laramie Project.  New York:  Knopf. 
 
Monette, P.  (1998).  Borrowed Time:  An AIDS Memoir.  New York:  Harcourt. 
 
In addition to the texts listed above (which are available in the UPR bookstore), 
additional reading will be assigned.  The additional readings will be placed on two-hour 
reserve in the Richardson Seminar Room.  
 
Required Activities: 
 
Writing 
 
Writing allows us to work out more carefully and fully what we think about literary works. 
 In-class discussion should serve as a springboard for your own thinking about 
literature.  I do expect, though, that you will go beyond class discussion in your own 
writing, and your success with the essays will depend, to a great extent, on how 
perceptively and intelligently you develop your own ideas.  Although you will have a 
variety of vague ideas and impressions after completing the assigned readings, you will 
develop a specific position on it over the course of writing a paper.  Note that you may 
not, at first, realize what that position might be.  There are two major writing 
assignments for this course: 
 

1. Short Paper:  The first paper, in the range of 3-5 pages, will be an 
exploration of the ideas and concepts that you hope to incorporate into 
your final paper.  However, you may also delve into particular issues that 
are raised during the course of the semester that are of interest to you. 

 
2. Long Paper:  The final paper, in the range of 7-9 pages (not including 

references or title page), should be an formal investigation into a topic or 
problem that has been raised by one of more of the texts that we will read 
during the semester.  You should approve your topic with me before you 
begin writing. 

 
“Pop” Quizzes 
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Because it is impossible to engage in meaningful discussion about literature if you have 
not carefully read it, it is very important that you come to class prepared to participate in 
the learning process.  To reward you for making this preparation a priority in your busy 
schedules, there will be several unannounced pop quizzes that will be used to assess 
how carefully you have read and thought about the reading material assigned for that 
day.  You will be allowed to use notes when taking these quizzes, but not the texts.  So, 
when reading the texts, it would be wise to take notes. 
You will not be allowed to “make up” quizzes that you miss.  When calculating your 
grade for the pop quizzes, I will drop your lowest two scores (including zeros if you have 
missed any). 
 
Class Participation   
 
In addition to the above assignments, students will be expected to contribute to the 
ongoing class discussions.  In class, students are expected to be good citizens and 
active learners.  This entails coming to class on time and prepared, asking for 
clarification when needed, answering questions asked by the professor and other 
students, handing in all assignments on time, respecting the opinions of others, and 
doing your best work at all times.  To evaluate your own participation, ask yourself these 
questions: 
 

Have I shown that I am responsible for my own learning? 
Have I read all of the required material for today’s class? 
Have I completed all of the required assignments?   
Have I asked a question when I had one about my reading or my assignment? 
Have I answered questions that other students--or the professor--have asked in 
class? 
Have I volunteered responses in class (or does the professor have to “prod” 

me)? 
Have I demonstrated that I understand the importance of dialogue in the learning 
process? 
Have I attended class regularly?  Have I been on time to class? 

 
If you can answer “yes” to these questions, you deserve an “A” for class participation. 
 
Assignment Evaluation 
 
Short Paper  20%  
Long Paper  40% 
Quizzes  20% 
Class Participation 20% 
Total   100% 
 
Student Expectations 
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1. Attendance is expected at all classes.  A strong emphasis will be placed on in-

class participation and learning.  Under university policy, more than three 
absences will result in a grade reduction (I do not distinguish between “excused” 
and “unexcused” absences). 

 
2. In addition to attendance, I expect that you will be on time to class.  There are 

times when it is unavoidable to be late (it happens to me, too).  However, when 
you arrive late to class it distracts from the learning process.  If you arrive to 
class more than fifteen minutes late, you will be counted absent.  If you are 
habitually late (including less than fifteen minutes), it will impact your class 
participation grade. 

 
3. You are expected to be ethical in all that you do in this course. Proper citation 

and documentation of any sources that you quote, paraphrase, and/or 
summarize are required whenever you borrow the words, facts, and/or ideas of 
others.  Note that even putting other’s ideas into your own words (i.e., 
paraphrasing or summarizing) still means that you are borrowing and you need to 
give credit where credit is due.  To avoid plagiarism, sources must be 
documented:  (1) at the point in your paper where the borrowing occurs, and (2) 
in a list of all sources cited at the end of your paper.  Plagiarism--intended or not-
-is a serious academic violation of intellectual property rights and will not be 
tolerated.  It is vital that you cite your sources carefully. 

 
4.  Late assignments will only be accepted when you contact me before the 

assignment is due, and I will only accept late assignments when you have a 
legitimate and supportable excuse.  In fairness to students who complete their 
work on time, if I accept your assignment late, you can expect that it will be 
graded more harshly than if it had been turned in on the date that it was due 
(because you will have had more time to complete the assignment).  If you turn in 
a paper late (and I am not in my office), you should have one of the secretaries in 
the English Department put a date and time on the paper. You will be penalized 
ten points (out of 100) for each day a paper is late.  To prevent potential loss of 
your work, do not put a paper under my office door and do not place it on my 
desk.  Also, when an assignment is late, I will not “make” time to grade it (it will 
be graded when I have time to do so).  Please respect the fact that, like you, I 
have a busy life. 

 
5. Always keep an extra copy of any assignment that you turn in to me (either a 

hard copy or on a computer disk).  While it is extremely rare that I misplace 
student assignments, keeping a copy will protect you in the event that it happens. 
  

 
6. If you are having problems, or if you need clarification about something, please 

talk with me about it as soon as possible. 
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Professor Expectations. 
 
As your professor, you can expect that I will endeavor to: 
 
1. return assignments promptly; 
 
2. maintain office hours and inform you, when possible, if I cannot be available 

during regular office hours; 
 
3. meet with you at other times (within reason) if you are unavailable to meet during 

regularly scheduled office hours; 
 
4. grade fairly; 
 
5. help maintain an atmosphere conducive to learning; 
 
6. come to class prepared and organized; 
 
7.  maintain confidentiality concerning student grades and information that you give 

me in confidence;  
 
8. apply class policies fairly and consistently. 
 
 Course Schedule 
 
Note:  (R) means that the reading is "on reserve." 
 
 
Date 

 
Topic/Activity 

 
Reading 

 
8/13/03 

 
Introduction to the class. 
Introduction to Forster. 

 
 

 
8/18/03 

 
Maurice 

 
Part I (pp. 9-66) 

 
8/20/03 

 
Maurice 

 
Part II (pp. 69-101) 

 
8/25/03 

 
Maurice 

 
Part II (pp.102-130), Part III 
(pp. 133-165) 

 
8/27/03 

 
Maurice 

 
Part III (pp. 166-192) 

 
9/1/03 

 
No class, Labor Day holiday 

 
 

 
9/3/03 

 
Maurice 

 
Part IV (pp. 195-254) 

 
9/8/03 

 
Film:  Maurice 

 
 

 
9/10/03 

 
Film:  Maurice 
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Date 

 
Topic/Activity 

 
Reading 

9/15/03 Rubyfruit Jungle  
 
9/17/03 

 
Rubyfruit Jungle 

 
 

 
9/22/03 

 
Rubyfruit Jungle 

 
 

 
9/24/03 

 
Rubyfruit Jungle 

 
 

 
9/29/03 

 
Rubyfruit Jungle 
Film:  Beautiful Thing 

 
 

 
10/1/03 

 
Film:  Beautiful Thing 

 
 

 
10/6/03 

 
“Public Display” 

 
Schwartz (R) 

 
10/8/03 

 
“Families at Christmas” 

 
Hoctel (R) 

 
10/13/03 

 
No class, Columbus Day 
(observed) 

 
 

 
10/15/03 

 
“Get a Lifestyle” 
Short paper due in class.  (Note:  I 
am leaving town immediately after 
class on this day.  Therefore, it is 
very important that you hand your 
paper in on time.) 

 
Renado (R) 

 
10/20/03 

 
No class, Instructor at FCA 
conference 

 
Begin reading Leavitt’s story. 
 This is a very long story! 

 
10/22/03 

 
“Term Paper Artist” 

 
Leavitt (R) (Note:  This is a 
very long reading--pace 
yourself) 

 
10/27/03 

 
“Marga Gomez is Pretty, Witty, 
and Gay” 
“Nothing in My Closet But Clothes” 

 
Gomez (R)   
Westenhoefer (R) 
 

 
10/29/03 

 
“Pasta Night” 

 
Currier (R) 

 
11/3/03 

 
“The Documentary Artist” 
“Eurydice, May I Kiss the Cop?” 

 
Manrique (R) 
Watmough (R) 

 
11/5/03 

 
“Hunters and Gatherers” 

 
Cooper (R) 

 
11/10/03 

 
“O Captain, My Captain” 

 
Forrest (R), pp. 185-205 
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Date 

 
Topic/Activity 

 
Reading 

11/12/03 “O Captain, My Captain” Forrest (R), pp. 185-227 
 
11/17/03 

 
Selections 
Film:  Licensed to Kill 

 
Ford (R) 
 

 
11/19/03 

 
No class, Discovery of Puerto Rico 
day 

 
 

 
11/24/03 

 
The Laramie Project 

 
Kaufman, Act I 

 
11/26/03 

 
The Laramie Project 

 
Kaufman, Acts II and III 

 
12/1/03 

 
Film (The Laramie Project) 

 
 

 
12/3/03 

 
Film (The Laramie Project) 
Long Paper Due 
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