
INGL 6105 
Gender and Sexuality Discourses 

Fall 2003 
Tuesday, 4:30-7:20 p.m.  

 
Professor: Dr. Tony Slagle 
Office:  8 Pedreira 
Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday 1:00-2:00, Tuesday 3:30-4:30, or by appointment 
Tel:  764-0000 x3811 (O), 281-7242 (H) (Please feel free to call me at home 

between 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.) 
Email:  tslagle@earthlink.net 
 
Course Description.  Introduction to the paradigms that inform influential theories of 
gender and sexuality.  An exploration of the ways various discourses of gender and 
sexuality construct the relationship between theory and practice and between identity 
and community. 
 
Course Objectives.   
 
By the end of the course, students will: 
 
· gain an understanding and appreciation of the importance and relevance of 

contemporary gender and sexuality discourses to humanistic study. 
 
· develop an understanding of significant theories of gender and sexuality including 

feminist theory, gay and lesbian studies, and queer theory. 
 
· understand and be able to apply contemporary theories of gender and sexuality 

to discourse. 
 

· understand how historical context, cultural values, and political climate influence 
perceptions and interpretations of gender and sexuality roles. 

 
· develop an understanding of how discourses about gender and sexuality 

construct identities. 
 
· develop an understanding of the role of rhetorical analysis in interpreting and 

evaluating expression of human identity.  
 

· develop interpretive skills that heighten appreciation of various discourses and 
aid in the understanding of contemporary cultures. 
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· develop/enhance critical thinking skills by considering a range of perspectives on 
significant cultural/social issues including issues of gender, race, class, and 
sexual identity. 

 
· develop an understanding of how transnational configurations of feminist, gay 

and lesbian, and queer politics affect theoretical conceptions of identity and 
resistance. 

 
· develop writing skills by writing about contemporary theories and discourses of 

gender and sexuality 
 
· develop research skills. 
 
Course Philosophy/Pedagogical Philosophy 
 
Learning is a process that requires your participation as both a teacher and as a 
student.  By sharing yourself with others through your contributions to discussions, you 
enrich the learning environment for all of us.  Active participation involves being in class 
on time, having reading assignments completed, reflecting seriously on the ways in 
which those readings apply to our experiences inside and outside the classroom, and 
joining openly and thoughtfully in class discussion and activities.  You can expect that I 
will adhere to the same principles of preparedness and participation. 
 
In my role as an educator, I am particularly interested in a question put forth by Tierney 
(1993):  “How do we create understandings across differences so that we are able to 
acknowledge and honor one another, rather than bring into question one another’s 
legitimacy” (p. 30).1  As an educator, I believe that I must think critically about what 
discourses of difference mean in the classroom.  To the extent that the voices of any 
group or individual are silenced or degraded is, unquestionably an ethical concern.  With 
this in mind, my belief is that the range of differences in the classroom should be 
acknowledged, celebrated, and given a voice; these “differences” are sites where 
important learning can take place for all students.  Thus, I challenge the belief that 
difference (sex, gender, sexual identity, race, disability, etc.) is an unproductive 
“disruption” in the classroom. 
 

                                                 
1 Tierney, W. G.  (1993).  Building communities of difference:  Higher education in 

the twenty-first century.  Westport, CT:  Bergin and Garvey. 
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Because all individuals speak from unique positions, all individuals (students and the 
instructor/facilitator) in the classroom are potentially rich sources of information and 
experience.  Critical pedagogies work from the assumption that we can learn a great 
deal about both self and other by engaging the experiences of all individuals.  Indeed, 
critical pedagogies insist that all knowledge is subjective in nature, and that lived 
experience is no less important than other forms of “objective” learning.  By encouraging 
students to discuss their individual experiences they are empowered, and their lives and 
individual identities are validated in the process.  In other words, students are given the 
opportunity (often for the first time) to discuss how their unique perspective informs the 
subject matter of the course.  Such a platform is affirming for students to the extent that 
they have generally been told that talking about the experience is either inappropriate or 
irrelevant.  
 
Assignments 
 
Book Review.  You will write a scholarly book review of a “theoretical” book germane to 
the one or more of the topics covered in the course.  I will provide each of you with an 
extensive bibliography (which seems to grow everyday).  You may review one of the 
books on this list, or you may be interested in reviewing a book that I have not included. 
 In either case, you should clear your choice with me as soon as possible.  I would like 
only one person to review any particular book, so this will be on a “first-come-first-
served” basis.  
 
An essential feature of a good book review is the reviewer’s ability to write concisely so 
that a comprehensive evaluation of the book can be obtained from a brief reading.  So, 
do not write more, write more concisely.  Find creative ways to communicate your 
critical evaluation of the book in a short essay.  These reviews should be between 5-7 
pages. 
 
The point of a scholarly book review is not to summarize the content of the book, but to 
situate the historical merit of the book and to evaluate critically the author’s purpose, 
thesis, contentions, and methods of analysis.  Hence, the bulk of the body of one’s 
review will be an evaluation of how convincing was the author’s presentation of his/her 
thesis, and a commentary on the book’s contribution to one’s understanding of 
important issues in gender/sexuality theory. 
 
The historian Jacques Barzun discussed the importance of the beginning of a book 
review: 
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The beginning, we know is important.  The first [paragraph] should present an 
idea of interest to the readers. . . . If your first words are “This book. . .” they will 
not be able to distinguish your review from twenty others, and they will be entitled 
to conclude that you have not expended much thought on enlisting their 
attention.  The opening statement takes the readers from where they presumably 
stand in point of knowledge and brings them to the book under review.  The 



briefest possible description of its aim, scope, and place in the world, therefore, 
follows the baited opening sentence and completes the first paragraph.2 

 
Among the features you will want to include in a strong review are: 
 
· A discussion of the author’s main contentions. 
· An explanation of the type of source’s the writer(s) utilized, and the methods the 

author(s) employed in choosing and organizing those sources. 
· An assessment of the strong points or shortcomings of the book. 
· A discussion of how the book changes the way that one should think about the 

subject. 
 
Finally, you will want to make reference to specific portions of the book to illustrate your 
evaluation.  In other words, find creative ways to give examples from the book in a 
limited space. 
 
 
Term Project.  You will write one major paper in this course.  For this paper, you are 
free to determine your own topic, but it should be drawn specifically from the framework 
and themes of the course.  Naturally, you may consult with me at any time about your 
paper, including the topic if you are having difficulty selecting one.  You should think 
about this paper as a semester-long project, rather than something that you only do in 
the last few weeks of the class.  That is, you should start thinking about it and 
researching it as soon as possible so that it can unfold and develop throughout the 
semester   
 
To facilitate this process, you will be asked to submit a paper proposal with your topic, a 
short description, and a preliminary bibliography.  This can be submitted whenever it is 
ready, but should be no later than the end of the fifth week of term (i.e., no later than 
September 19).  This proposal will not be graded or evaluated as such, but I will review 
it and provide feedback to help you orient your project from the beginning. 
 

                                                 
2 Barzun, J.  (1985).  The modern researcher (4th ed.).  New York:  Harcourt.  (p. 

290). 
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Tentative Course Schedule 
 
 
Date 

 
Topic 

 
Tentative Readings 

 
August 12 
 

 
Introduction to the course; 
Course/pedagogical philsophy; 
Establishing “ground rules”; 
Introduction to various theoretical 
perspectives on feminism 
 

 
 

 
August 19 

 
Problematizing “Women” in History. 
An introduction to writers and 
scholars who have problematized the 
notions of "woman" and "femininity" 
 

 
Gubar, "What Ails Feminist 
Criticism?"; Wiegman, 
“Critical Response”; 
Wittig, "One is Not Born a 
Woman" 
 
 
 
 

 
August 26 

 
The Evidence of Experience 
Experience is not a possession.  In 
other words, experience is not 
something we have, it is what we are. 
 The readings in this section discuss 
the relationship between experience 
and identity as constitutive.   

 
Scott, "Experience"; 
Mohanty, “Feminist 
Encounters:  Locating the 
Politics of Experience” 

 
September 2 

 
Gender and Sexuality Identity 
Politics 
At the heart of the “identity politics” 

movements is the fact that 
groups generate a self-
designated--and essentialized-
-identity in order to effectively 
mobilize against oppression.
  

 

 
Crenshaw, “Mapping the 
Margins”; 
Lugones and Spellman, 
“Have I got a theory for 
you!”; 
Irvine, “A Place in the 
Rainbow:  Theorizing 
Lesbian and Gay Culture” 
 

 
September 9 

 
Postmodern Feminisms 
While there are many different 
variations of postmodern feminist 
theories, a guiding principle of all of 
them is the belief that the male-

Thompson, “The Self 
Contradiction of ‘Post-
modernist’ Feminism”; 
Additional readings will be 
added to the reserve 
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Date 

 
Topic 

 
Tentative Readings 

female binary is a main categorizing 
force in society.  These theorists are 
critical of the structure of society and 
the dominant order. 

material. 

 
September 16 

 
From Identity Politics to a Politics 
of Difference 
While the identity movements have 
been successful in securing rights for 
marginalized groups, they have done 
so by essentializing identities.  As a 
result, many individuals are left out of 
these movements.  The readings in 
this section are critical of the view 
that idenitity is singular. 

 
Fuss, Essentially Speaking 
(Selections); 
Seidman, “Identity and 
politics in a "postmodern" 
gay culture; 
Slagle, “From Identity 
Politics to a Politics of 
Difference” 

 
September 23 

 
Academic Receso 

 
 

 
September 30 

 
Queer Theory and Politics I 
Queer theory and activism emerged 
as a direct response to essentialist 
theories and practices.  The queer 
movements, as well as queer theory, 
have adopted a thoroughly 
postmodern view of identity because 
these activists and theorists 
adamantly reject the binary 
oppositions that are created through 
traditional identity politics. 

 
Warner, “Introduction to 
Fear of a Queer Planet”; 
Gamson, “Must Identity 
Movements Self 
Destruct?”; 
Jeffreys, “The Queer 
Disappearance of 
Lesbians”; 
Cunningham, “If you’re 
queer and you’re not      
angry. . .”; 
Anonymous, “I hate 
straights”; 
Browning, The Culture of 
Desire (Selections); 
Signorile, Queer in 
America (Selections) 
 

 
October 7 

 
Queer Theory and Politics II 
(continued) 

 
Films:  Paris is Burning 
and Justify My Love 

 
October 14 

 
Gender, Sexuality and The Body I 
The ways in which the body has been 
represented, the social and physical 
spaces that it occupies, the shape it 

 
Grosz, “Bodies and 
Knowledges”; 
Butler, Bodies that Matter 
(Selection); 
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Date 

 
Topic 

 
Tentative Readings 

takes, the manner of its regulation, 
the methods of its restraint, its 
sexuality and fertility, and its lived 
experience have contributed to the 
extensive literature on the body in 
critical theory.  In this unit we will 
explore the role of the body in the 
construction of sexuality and gender. 

Bordo, “Bringing Body to 
Theory”; 
Ensler, The Vagina 
Monologues (Selections) 

 
October 21 

 
Gender, Sexuality and The Body II 

 
Film:  The Vagina 
Monologues 

 
October 28 

 
Masculinities 
Normative definitions of gender 
assume that there is a natural link 
between one’s sex (a biological fact) 
and one’s gender (a social 
construction).  The readings in this 
section explore the ways in which 
different men construct different 
versions of masculinity.  The 
experience of masculinity is not 
universally generalizable to all men. 

 
Brod & Kaufman, 
Theorizing Masculinity 
(selections); 
Lewis, “Masculinity 
Research in the 
Caribbean”; 
Miller, “James Bond’s 
Penis” 

 
November 4 

 
Gender Performativity/Performing 
Gender I  
Identity is not fixed, but is something 
that is created and constituted 
through a repetition of acts, or 
performatives.  When these 
performatives are inconsistent with 
social expectations about gender and 
sexuality, they create what Judith 
Butler calls “gender trouble.” 

 
Butler, “Imitation and 
Gender Insubordination”; 
Schwichtenberg, 
“Madonna’s Postmodern 
Feminism”; 
Slagle, “Queer Criticism 
and Pee-wee Herman”; 
Case, “Tracking the 
Vampire”; 
Bergman, “Strategic 
Camp”; 
Sontag, "Notes on Camp" 

 
November 11 

 
Armistice Day 

 
 

 
November 18 

 
Gender Performativity/Performing 
Gender II (continued) 

 
Film:  Hedwig and the 
Angry Inch; Readings to 
be added. 

 
November 25 

 
TBA 
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Date 

 
Topic 

 
Tentative Readings 

December 2 Presentations     
 
 


